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AB VER'TISEI^NT. 



1*rjr AD 1 forefeen the Jize to which the following volume 
XX xvas to groWy or the objiaclcs that were to retard its 
completion, IJhould probably havejhrunk from the undertaking ; 
eind perhaps I may now be fuppofed to owe an apology for of- 
fering it to the Public y after the able and majierly Publications 
to which this controverfy has given occajion. 

Many parts of it bear internal marks of having been written 
fome months ago^ by alluJioi%s to circumjiances which are now 
changed \ but as they did not affe£i the reafoning, I was not 
felicitous to alter them. 

For the latenefs of its appearance^ I find a confolation in the 
knowledge^ thai refpe^able PForks on the fame fubjeSi arejlill 
ixpeSed by the Public ; and the number of my fellow-labourers 
tnlyfuggejls the refe^ion — that too many minds cannot be em- 
ployed on a controverfy fo immenfe as to prefent the moji various 
afpeSs to different underftandingSy andfo important^ that the 
mmrecorreffjlatementofonefa^y or the more fuccefsful illuf 
traUon of one argument ^ will at leajl refcue a book from the 
imputation of having been written in vain. 

Little Ealing^ Middlefex^ 
jpril 269 1 79 1. 
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ADVERTISEMENT to f hi. THIRD EDITION. 

/ }iOJV prefcnt the following Work H tb$ ^ 
Public a third time^ rendered^ I hope ^ lefs unworthy of their 
favor. '-^'^Of Literary Critic! fm it does not become nu t9 
quejiion thejujiice^ but Moral AnimadvcrfiOQ Ifetl it due t$ 
my/elf to notice. 

The vulgar clamor which has been raifed withfuch malig'- 
nant artagainfi the friends of Freedom y as the apojiles ofturbu" 
knee andjedition^ hc^ not even /pared the obfcur'tty of my name. 
To Jhr angers I can only vindicate myfelf by A^'fvn^ ^^ authors 
offuch clamors to dif cover one pajfage in this volume «w/ii the 

■ higheji degree favorable to peace andjiable government. Thofe 
to whom I am known wqu14% I believe y he flow to impute any 

fentiments of violence to a temper wbici the partiality of my 
friends muji confefs to be indolent^ and the hojlility of enemies 
will not deny to be mild. 

I have been accufedy ij^ valuable friends, of treating with un-^ 
generous levity the misfortunes of the Roycd Famly of Frema^ 
They will not however fuppofe me capable of deliberately vio^ 
lating the facrednefs of mifery in a palace or a cottage ; and I 
Jinccrely lament that lfhoul4have been betrayed into expreJJion$ 
which admtted that conjiru^ion. 

Little Ealing^ Auguji 28, 1791. 
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INTRODUCTION, 



THE late opinions of Mr. Burke fur- 
niflied more matter of alloaifhment to 
thofe who had diftantly o^Dferved, than to thofe 
who had correftly examined the fyftem of his 
former poHtical Hfe. An abhorrence for abftraft 
politics, a prediledlion for ariftocracy, and a 
.dread of innovation, Ji^ve ever been among the 
moft facred articles of his public creed. It 
was not liitely^that at his age he fhould aban- 
don-lo;lfee ihvafioh of aijdaciqus novelties, opi- 
nionS ^W'hich he h^d received fo early, and 
I mafn twined fo long, wljich had been fortified 
^ by the applaufe of the great, and the aflent of 
the wife, which he had diftated to fo many 
illuftrious pupils, and. fupported againft fb 
many diftinguiflied opponents. Men who 
/ early attain eminence, repofe in their firll 

A creed. 
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creed. They negledl the progrefs of the hu- 
man mind fubfequent to its adoption, and[ 
when, as in the prefent cafe, it has burft forth 
into aftion, they regard it as a traniient m^d- 
nefs, worthy only of pity or derifion. They 
miftake it for a mountain torrent that will 
pafs away with the ftorm that gave it birth. 
They know not that it is the ftream of hu- 
man opinion in omne voIubiHs avum^ which 
the acceffion of every day will fwcU, which 
is deftined to fweep into the fame oblivion 
the refi fiance of learned fophiftry, and of 
powerful oppreffion. 



But there ftill remained ample matter of 

aftonifhment in the Philippic of Mr. Burke. 

^ He might deplore the fanguinary exceffes— he 

j might deride the vilionary policy that feemed 

j to him to tarnifli the luftre of the Revolution, 

;but it was hard to have foppofed that he 



\ fhould have exhaufted againft it every epithet 
' of contumely and opprobrium that language 

can 
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I can furniih to indignation ; that the rage of his 
declamation fhould not for one moment have 
been fufpended ; that his heart fhould not be» 
tray one faint glow of triumph, at the fplendid 
and glorious delivery of fo great a people. All 
^as inveftive — the authors, and admirers of 

the Revolution every man who did not 

execrate it, even his own moft enlightened 
and accompliflied friends^ were devoted to 
odium and ignominy, 



I This fpeech did not ftoop to argument-^the 
I whole was dogmatical and authoritative ; the 
' caufe fecmed decided without difcuffion ; the 
anathema fulminated before trial. But the 
ground of the opinions of this famous fpeech, 
which, if we may believe a fpreign journalift, 
will form an epoch in the hiftory of the eccen- 
tricities of the human mind, was impatiently 
^xpc^ked in a work foon after announced. 
The name of the author, the importance of 
thefubjed, and the fingularity of his opinions, 

A 2 all 
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all contributed to inflame the public curiofity, 
which though it languifhcd in a fubfcquent 
delay, has been revived by the appearance, ,^ 
and will be rewar4ed by the perufal of the 
work. 

It is certainly in every refpefl a perform-f 
ance, of which to form a correft efHmatc, 
would prove one of the moft arduous efforts 
of critical Ikill. *' We fcarCely can praife it, 
^^ or blame it too much." Ar o^ument ever y 
I where dextrous and fpecious, fometim^s grave 
and profound, cloathed in the moft rich and 
yariousf imagery, and aided by the moft pa- 
thetic and pifturefque defcription, fpeaks the 
opulence and the powers of that mind, of 
which age has neither dimmed the difcern- 
ment nor enfeebled the fancy, neither repref- 
fed the ardor, nor narrowed the range. Vi- 
rulent encomiums on urbanity, and inflamma- 
tory harangues againft violence ; homilies of 
moral and religious myfticifm, better adapted 

to. 
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f D thfe amufement thin to the conviftion of an 
incredulous age, though they may roufe the 
languor of attention, can never be dignified 
by the approbation of the. underftanding. 

Of th6 Senate; and people, pfl France, his 
language is fuch as might have been expeded 
to a country 'which his fancy has peopled only 
with plotsj affaffinations, and rnaffacres, and 
all the brood of dire chimeras which are the 
offspring of a prolific imagination, goaded by 
an ardent and deluded fenfibility. ' The glimpfes 
of benevolence, which irradiate this gloom of 
invedive^ arife only from generous illufion, 
from mifguided and mifplaced compaffion— - 
his eloquence is not at leiftire to deplore the 
fate of beggared artizans, and famifhed pea- 
fahts, the vidims of fufpend'cd induftry, and 
languifliing commerce. The fenfibility which 
[ feems feared by the homely miferies of the 
vulgar, is attrafted only by the fplendid for- 
rows of royalty, and agonizes at the flen- 
A 3 dereft 
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dereft pang that affails the heart of fottifhnefs 
or proftitution, if they are placed by fortune, 
on a throne. 

To the Englifh friends of French freedom, 
his language is contemptuous, illiberal, and 
fcurrilous. In one of the ebbings of his fervor, 
he is difpofed not to difpute '* their good in- 
** tentions." But he abounds in intemperate 
fallies, in ungenerous infinuations, which 
wifdom ought to have checked, a» ebullitions 
of paffion^ which genius ought to have dif- 
da^ned,, as weapons of controverfy. 



, The arrangement of his work is as fingular 
! as^ the matter. Availing himfelf of all the 
\ privileges of epiftolary efFufion, in their ut- 
, mofl latitude and laxity, he interrupts, dif- 
I miffes, and refumes argument at pleafure* 
■ His fubjeft is as ex ten five as political fcience 
- — ' — ^his allufions and excurfions reach almoft 
every region of human knowledge. It muft 

be 
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be Gonfeffed that in this mifcellaneous and de- 
fultory warfare, the fuperiority of a man of 
genitis over common men is infinite. He can 
tover the moft ignominious retreat by a bril- 
liant aliufion. He can parade his arguments 
with mafterly generalfhip, where they are . 
ftrong. He can efciape from an untenable 
jpofitioli into a fplendid declamation. He can 
lap the moft impregnable conviftion by pathos, 
jand put to flight a hoft of fyllogyfms with a 
fneer. Abfolved from the laws of vulgar me- , 
thod, he can advance a group of magnificent 
horrors to makea breach in our hearts, through 
which the moft undifciplined rabble of argu- 
ments may enter in triumph. 

Analyfis and method, like the difcipline and 
armour of modern nations, corre£l in fom^ 
jmeafure the inequalities of. controverfial dex- 
terity, and level on the intclleftual field thp 
giant and the dwarf. Let us then analyfe the 
produdlion of Mr. Burke, and difmiffing what 
A 4 is 
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is extraneous? and ornamental, we fliall difcbvet 
certain leading queftionsj of which the deci* 
(ion is indifpenfible to the point at iflue. 

The natural order of thefe topics will die* 
tate the method of reply, Mr. Biirke^ availing 
himfelf of the indefinite and equivocal term, 
Revolution, has altogether reprobated that 
tranla(Slion. The firft queftion, therefore, 
that arifes, regards the general expediency and 
neceffity of a Revolution in France.— -This is 
followed by the difcufEon of the compofition 
and condudl of the National Aflembly,\gf the 
popular exceffes which attended the Revolu- 
tion, and the New*' Cohftitution .thait is to 
refult from it. The conduct 'of its Englifli 
admirers forms the laft topic, though it is with 
rhetorical inverfion firft treated by Mr. Burke, 
as if the propriety of approbation fhould be de- 
termined before the difcuffion of the merit or 
demerit of what was approved. In perfiaancc 

of 
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of this analyfis, the following fedions will 
Compfife the fubftailce of ouf refutation* 

^Seft. I. ^he General Expediency and Necef- 
%y of a Revolution In France. 

IL l%e Compo/ition and Chara£ier of the 2>[a' 
I lional Affembly conjidered. 

III. ^he Popular J^xcejfes which attended^ or 

,foU6%vedlhe Revolution. 
I . . '. r .^.i .... 

I IV. The new Conjlitution of France. 

i 

j V. fheCdndu^l of its Englifh Admirer sjuftified. 



With this reply to Mr. Biirke will be 
mingled fome ftriftures on the late publication 
of M. Calonne. Th^t minifter, who has for 
fbme time exhibited to the eyes of indignant 
Europe the fpeftacle of an exiled robber living 
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i: the moA fp|endid impunity, has, ivith ari 
effrontery that beggars inve£live, affumed in 
his work the tone of affli<9:ed patriotifm, arid 
delivers his polluted Philippics as the oracles 
of perfecutcd virtue* 

His work is more methodical than that of 
his coadjutor J Mr. Burke*. Of his financial 
calculations it may be reniarked, that in a work 
profeffedly popular they afford the ftrongefl 
prefumption of fraud. Their extent and in- 
tricacy feem contrived to extort affent froni 

* It cannot be denied that the pfodudion of M. Calonne 
is» ** eloquent} able," and certainly very " inftruflive'* in 
what regards his own charadler and defigns. But it con- 
tains one inftance of hiftorical ignorahqe fo egregious, that I 
cannot refift quoting it. — In his longdifcuffionof the pre- 
tenfions of the Aflembly to the title of a National Conven- 
tion, he deduces the origin of that word from Scotland^ 
where he informs us, p. 328, " On lui donna le nom dd 
Convention Ecoflbife, le refultat de fes dtliberatbns fui 
appellc Covenant^ & ceux qui Tavoknt foufcrit ou qui y ad- 
heroient Covenanters ! I " 

public 
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public indolence, for men will rather be- 
lieve than examine them* His inferences are 
fo outrageously incredible^ that moft men of 
fenfe will think it more fafe to truft their own 
plain conclufions than to enter fuch a laby- 
rinth of financial fophiftry. 

The only part of his production liiat here 
demands reply, is that whioh. ffelates to gene- 
ral political queftions. Remarks on what he 
has offered concerning them will naturally 
find a place under the correfponding fedlions 
of the Reply to Mr, Burke. Its moft impor- 
tant view is neither literary nor argumenta- 
tive. It appeals to judgments more decifive 
than thofe of criticifm, and aims at wielding 
weapons more formidable than thofe of logic. 
It is the manifefto of a Counter Revolution, 
and its obvious objedl is to inflame every paf- 
fion and intereft, real or fuppofed, that has 
received any ftiock in the eftablifhment of 
freedom. He probes the bleeding w#unds of 

the 
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the princes, the nobility, the priefthood, and 
the great judicial ariftocracy. He adjures onfe 
body by its dignity degraded, another by its 
inheritance plundered, and a third by its au* 
thority deftroyed, to repair to the holy banner 
of his philanthropic crufade. Confident in the 
protection of all the monarchs of Europe, 
whom he alarms for the fecurity of their 
thrones, and having infu red the moderation of 
a fanatical rabble, by giving out among them 
the favage war-whoop of atheifm, he already 
fancies himfelf in full march to Paris, not to 
re-inftate the depofed defpotifm (for he diA 
claims the purpofe, and who would not truft 
fuch virtuous difavowals ! \) but at the head 
of this army of priefts, mercenaties and fana- 
tics, to dictate, as the tutelar genius of France^ 
the eftablilbment of a juft and temperate free- 
dom, obtained without commotion and with* 
out carnage, and equally hoftile to thp inte-» 
refted ambition of djemagd^ues and the law- 
lefs autl^rity of kings. 

Crufades 
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Crufades were an efFervefcence of chivalry, 
and the modern St. Francis has a knight for 
the conduft of thefe crufaders, who will con- 
vince Mr. Burke, that the age of chivalry is 
not paft, nor the glory of Europe gone for 
gj^er. The Comte d'Artois*, that fcyon wor- 
thy of Henry thue Great, the rival of the Bay- 
ards and Sidneys, the new modern French 
Knighthood, is to iffue from Turin with'ten 
thoufand cavaliers, to deliver the peerlefs and 
immaculate Antonietta of Auftria from the 
durance vile in which fhe has fo long been 
immured in the.Thuilleries, from the fwords 
of the difcourteous knights of Paris, and the 
fpells of the fable wizards of democracy. 

* Ce digne rejetOK du grand Henri — Calonne, p. 4 1 3. Un 
fiouvcau modele de la Chevalerie Fran§otfe, Ibid. p. 1 14. 
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VINBICIM GALLIC JE. 



SECTION I. .,^ 



Tie General Expediency and NeceJJity of a 
Revolution in France. 

XT is aflerted in many paflages * of Mr^ 
-■- Burke's work, though no where with 
that precifion which the importance of the af- 
fertion demanded, that the French Revolution 
was not only in its parts reprehenfible, but 
in the whole was abfurd, inexpedient, and 
unjuft ; yet he has no where exaflly informed 
us what he underftands by the term. The 
French Revolution, in its moft popular fenfe, 
perhaps would be underftood in England to 

* Page 187, 200, 243, and many other paflages. 
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confift of thofe fplendid events thaf formed the 
prominent portion of its exterior, the Parifian 
revolt, the capture of the Baftile, and the 
fubmiffion of the King. But thefc memorable 
events, though they ftrengthened and accele- 
rated, could not conftitute a Political Revo-r 
lution. It muft have been a change of Go^ 
vernment, but even limited to that meaning, 
it is equivocal and wide. 

It is capable of three ffenfes. The Kings's 
recognition of the rights of the States Gene- 
ral to a fhare in the legiflation, was a ehangd 
in the actual gojsrernjiient of Francq,*wlie^^ 
the whole legiflative ai^l executive power had, 
without the fhadow of interruption, for nearly 
two centuries been enjoyed by the Crown ; 
in that fenfe the meeting of the States-Gene- 
ral was the Revblution, and the 5th of -May 
was its sera. The union of the three Orders in 
one aflembly was a moft important change in 
. the forms and fpirit of the legiflature. This 

too 
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ioo ftily be called the Revolution, and the 
2^d of June will be its aera. This body, 
thus united^ are forming a new Conftitution. 
^his may be alfo called a Revolution, becaufe 
it is of all the political changes the moft im- 
J)ortant, arid its epoch will be determined by 
the cohclufion of the labours of the National 
Aflembly. 

I Thus equivocal is the import of Mr. Burke's 
fekpteflions. To extricate them from this 



atribiguityi a rapid furvey of thefe events will 
be neceflary. It will prove too the faireft 
ahd nioft forcible confutation of his argu* 
inentS. It will bcft demonftrate the neccf- 
iity and juftice of all the fucceflive changes 
in the State of France^ which formed the 
mixed mafs called the Revolution. It will 
difcriminate legiflative afts from popular ex- 
ccffes, and diftinguifh tranfient confufion 
ifrom permanent eftablifhment. It will evince 
the futility and fallacy of attributing to the 

B , confpiracy 
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confpiracy of individuals, or bodies, a Revo-* 
lution which, whether it bebenificial or inju- 
rious, was produced only by general caufes, 
where the moft confpicuous individual pro- 
duced little real efFedt. 

The Conftitution of" France refembled ia 
the earlier ftages of its progrefs the other Go- 
thic governments of Europe, The hiftory 
of its decline and the caufes of its extin6tion 
are abundantly known. Its infancy and youth 
were like thofe of the Englifli government. 
The Champ de Mars^ and the Wittenagemot^ 
the tumultuous aflemblies of rude conquerors, 
were in both countries melted down into re- 
prefentative bodies. But the downfall of the 
feudal ariftocracy happening in France before 
Commerce had elevated any other clafs of ci- 
tizens into importance, its power devolved on 
the Crown. From the conclufion of the 
fifteenth century the powers of the States 
General had almoft dwindled into formalities. 

Their 
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Thfeir momentary re-appearance under Henry 
III. and Louis XIIL ferved only to illuftrate 
their infignificanee. Their total difufe fpeedily ' 
fucceeded. / ^ 

^Theintrufioh of any f)opukr voice was not 
likely to be tolerated in the reign of Louis 
XIV, a reign which has been fo often cele- 
brated as the zenith of warlike and literary 
fplendor, but which has always appeared to 
me to be the confummation of whatever is 
afflifting and degrading in the hiftory of the 
human race. Talent feeftied, in that reign, 
robbed of the confcious elevation, of the ereft 
and manly port, which is its nqbleft aflbciate 
and its fureft indication. The mild purity of 
Fenelon*, the lofty fpirit of Boffuet, the maf- 
culine mind of Boileau, the fublime fervor* 
cf Corneille, were confounded by the conta- 

* " And Cambray, worthy of a happier doom, 
" The virtuous flavc of Louis and of Rome," 

B 2 giorx 
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gion of ignominious and indiicriminate fervi^* 
lity. It fecmcd as if the ^* rcprefentative 
** majcfty^* of the genius and intelleft of 
man were proftrated before the flirine of a 
fanguinary and diffolute tyrant, who prac- 
tifed the corruption of Courts without their 
mildnefs, and incurred the guilt of wars with- 
out their glory. His higheft praife is to have 
fupported the ftage trick of Royalty with 
effeft; aiid it is furely difficult to conceive 
any character more odious and defpicablc, 
than that of a puny libertine, who, under the 
frown of a ftrumpet, or a monk, iillies the 
mandate that is to murder virtuous citizens, 
to defolate happy and peaceful hamlets, to 
Wring agonizing tears from widows and or- 
phans. Heroifm has a fplendor that almoft 
atones for its excefles ; but what (hall we think 
of him, who, from the luxurious and daftardly 
fccurity in which he wallows at Verfailles,, 
iffuea with calm and cruel apathy his orders 
to butcher the Proteftants of Languedoc, or 

to 
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to lay in afties the villages of the Palatinate ? 
On the recoUeftion of fuch fcenes, as a fcho* 
lar, I bhifli for the proftitution of letters ; as 
a man, I blufli for the patience of humanity. 

But the defpotifm of this reign was preg* 
nant with the great events which have figna-" 
lii&ed our age. It foftered that literature which 
was one day deftined to deftroy it. Its pro- 
fligate conquefts have eventually proved the 
acquifitions of humanity ; and the ufurpations 
of Louis XIV. have ferved only to add a 
larger portion to the great body of freemen. 
The fpirit of its policy was inherited by the 
fnrr!^ed|P| y rei|rn. The rige of conqueft, re- 
preffed for a while by the torpid defpotifm of 
Fleury, burft forthwith renovated violence in 
the latter part of the reign of Louis XV. 
France, exhaufted alike by the misfortunes of 
I one war and the viftories of another, groaned 
under a weight of impoft and debt, which it 
was equally difficult to remedy or to endure. 
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The profligate expedients were exhaufted by 
which fucceffive Minifters had attempted to 
avert the great crifis, in which the credit and 
power of the government muft perifh* 

- The wife and benevolent adminiftration of 
M. Turgot, though long enough for his glory, 
was too fhort, and perhaps too ear/y for thofe 
falutary and grand reforms which his genius 
had conceived, and his virtue would have ef- 
fefted. The afpeft of purity and talent fpread 
a natural alarm among the minions of a Court, 
and they eafily fuccecded in the expuHion of 
fuch rare and obnoxious intruders. 

The magnificent ambition of M. de Ver- 
gennes, the brilliant, profufe, and rapacious ca- 
reer of M. de Calonne, the feeble and irrefo- 
lute violence of M. Brienne, all contributed 
their (hare to fwell this financial embarrafT- 
ment. The deficit^ or inferiority of the re- 
venue to the expenditure, at length rofe to 
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the enormous fum of 1 1 5 millions of livres, 
or about 4,750,000/. annually*. This was a 
diiproportion between income and expence 
with which no government, and no individual, 
could lone continue to exift. 



*D 



In this exigency there was no expedient 
left, but to guarantee the ruined credit of 
bankrupt defpotifm by the fan6lion of the na- 
tional voice. The States General were a dan- 
gerous mode of coUefting it. Recourfe was 
therefore had to the Affembly of the Not- 
ables^ a mode well known in the hiftory of 
France, in which the King fummoned a 
number of individuals, feleded, at his difcre- 

* For this we have the authority of M. de Calonne him- 
felf. See his late publication, page 56. This was the account 
prefented to the Notables in April, 1787. He, indeed, makes 
fome dqduftions on account of part of this deficit b6ing ex- 
pirable. But this is of no cqnfequence to our purpofe, 
which is to view the influence of the prefent urgency, the 
political, not the financial ftate of die queftion. 
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tion, from the mafs, to advife him in gre^tp 
emergencies. They were Uttlc better than a 
popular Privy Council. They were neither 
recognized nor prote£ted by law. Their pre* 
carious ai)d fubordijiate exiftence hung on thq 
nod of defpotifm. 

They were called together by M. Calonne^ 
who has now the inconfiftent arrogance to 
boaft of the fchemes which he laid before 
them, as the model of the Affembly whoni 
he traduces. He propofcd, it is true, the 
equalization of impoft, and the abolition of the 
pecuniary exemptions of the Nobility and 
Clergy ; and the difference between his fyfteiix 
and that of the Affembly, is only in what 
makes the fole diflindion in human adions — 
its end. He would have deftroyed the privi- 
leged Orders, as obftacles to defpotifm. "They 
have deflroyed them, as derogations 'fronj 
freedom. The object of his plans was to fa* 
cilitate Fifcal oppreflion. The motive of theirs 
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is to fortify general liberty, ^hey have levelled 
all Frenchmea as mea-r-i&? would have leveU 
bd them all as flave$^ 

The Affembly of the Notables, however, 
foon^ gave a memorable proof, how dangerous 
are all public meetings of men, even without, 
jbgal powers of controul, to the permanence 
of defpotifm. They had been aflembled by 
M. Calonne to admire the plaufibility and 
fplendour of his fpeculations, and to veil the 
extent and atrocity of his rapine. But the 
fallacy of the one, and the profligacy of the 
other, were detected with equal eafe. Illuf- 
jtriouS and accompliihed orators, who have 
fince found a nobler fphere for their talents, 
in a more free and powerful Affembly, ex- 
pofed this plunderer to the Notables. Detefted 
by the Nobles and Clergy, of whofe privi- 
leges he had fuggefted the abolition ; under- 
mined in the favour of the Queen, by his 
- attack on one of her favourites (Breteuil) ; 
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cxpofcd to the fury of the people, and dreading 
the terrors of judicial profecution, he fpeedily 
fought refuge in England, without the recoU 
ledtion of one virtue, or the applaufe of on^ 
party, to confole his retreat*. 

Thus did the Notables deftroy their creator 
Little appeared to be done tea fuperficia 
obferver ; but to a difcerning eye, all was 
done ; for the dethroned authority of Public 
opinion was reftored. The fucceeding Mini- 
fters, uninftru£ted by the example of their 
predeceffors, by the deftruftion of Public 
credit, and the fermentation of the popular 
mind, hazarded meafures of a ftill more pre- 
pofterous and perilous defcription. The ufur- 
pation of fome (hare in the fovereignty by the 
Parliament of Paris had become popular and 
venerable, becaufe its tendency was ufeful, 

* Hlfloire de la Revolution en 1789, &c. torn, i. p. iS 
&19. 
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and its exercife virtuous. — ^That body had, as 
it is well known, claimed a right, which,^ in 
faft, amounted to a negative on all the afts of 
the King. They contended, that their re- 
gifterlng his Edidts was neceffary to give them 
force. They would, in that cafe, have pof- 
leffed the fame Ihare of legiflatiou with the 
King of England. 

It is unneceflary to defcant on the hiftorical 
fallacy, and political inexpediency, of doc-^ 
trines, which fhould veft in a narrow arifto-» 
eracy of lawyers, who had bought their 
places, fuch extenfive powers. It cannot be 
denied that their refinance had often proved 
falutary, and was fome feeble check on the 
capricious wantonnefs of defpotic ex:a£tion.— 
But the temerity of theMinifter now affigncd 
them a more important part. They refufed 
to regifter two edids for the creation of im- 
pofts. They averred, that the power of im- 
pQfing t^xes was vefted only in the National 
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Reprcfentatives, and they claimc4 the Immcn 
diatc convocation of the States General of tho 
kingdom. The Miqifter banilhed them to 
Troyes. ^ut he foon fovmd how much the 
French were changed from that abjed and 
frivolous people, which had fo often endured 
the exile of its magiftrates. Paris exhibited 
the tumult and clamour of a London mob* 

The cabinet, which could neither advance, 
nor recede with fafety, had recourfe to the 
expedient of a compulfory regiftration. The 
Dnke of Orleans, and the magiftrates wha 
protefted againfl this execrable mockery, were 
exiled or imprifoned. But all thefe hacknied 
expedients of defpotifm were in vain. Thefc 
ftruggles, which merit notice only as they 
illuftrate the progreflive energy of Public opi- 
nion, were followed by events ftill lefs equi- 
vocal, Lettres de Cachet were iflued againft 
M. M. (TEprefmenil & Goejlard. They took 
refuge in the fanftuary of juftice, and the Par- 
liament 
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liament pronounced them under the fafeguard 
of the law and the King. A deputation was 
fent to VerfaiUes, to intreat his Majefty to 
liften to fage counfels. Paris expefted, with 
impatient folicitude, the refult of this deputa- 
tion : when towards midnight, a body of 2000 
troops marched to the palace were the iPar- 
Hament were feated, and their Comttiander^ 
entering into the Court of Peers, demanded 
his vidims. A loud and unanimous acclama- 
tion replied, *' We are all d'Eprefmenil & 
*^ GoeJiardV^ Thefe magiftrates furrendered 
themfelves, and the fatellite of dfefpotifm led 
them off in triumph, amid the execrations of 
an aroufed and indignant people* 

Thefe fpeBacIes were not without their ef- 
fedt. The fpirit of refiftance fpread daily over 
France. The intermediate commiffion of the 
States of Bretagne, the States of Dauphine, 
and many other public bodies, began to aflume 
a new and menacing tone. The Cabinet dif- 
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lolvcd in its own feeblcnefs, and M. Neckaf 
was recalled. That Minifter^ probably up-* 
right, and ndt illiberal, but narrow, pufillani- 
itious, and entangled by the habits of detail* 
in which he hid beeii reared, poffeffed not 
that ereft and intrepid fpirit, thofe enlarged 
md original views, which adapt; themfelves to 
new combinations of circumftances, and fway 
in the great convulfions of human affairs. 
Accuftomed to the tranquil accuracy of com- 
merce, or the elegant amufements of litera- 
ture, he was, *' called on to ride in the whirl- 
wind, and direft the ftorm/' He feemed fu- 
perior to his privacy while he was limited 

* The late celebrated Dr. Adam Smith, always held this 
opinion of Neckar, whom he had known intimately when 
a Banker in Paris. He prediAed the fall of his fame when 
bis talents fhould be brought to the teft, and always empha- 
tically faid, " He is but a man of detail." At a time when 
tfie commercial abilities of Mr. Eden, the prefent hori 
Auckland, were the theme of profufe eulogy, Dr. Smith 
charaSerized him in the fame words. 
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to it, add Would have been adjudged by hiftorjr 
equal to his elevation had he nevei: been ele- 
vated*. The reputation of few men, it is 
true, has been expofed to fo fevereateft; 
and a generous obferver will be difpofed to 
fcrutinize lefs rigidly the claims of a States- 
man, who has retired with the applaufe of no 
party, who is detefted by the ariftocracy as 
the iaftrument of their ruin, and defpifed by 
the democratic leaders for puiillanimous aad 
fluduating policy. 

But had the charader of M. Neckar pof- 
fefled more originality or decifion, it could 
have had little influence on the fate of France. 
The minds of men had received an impulfe. 
Individual aid and individual oppofition were 
equally vain. His views, no doubt, extended 
only to palliation ; but he was involved in a 

* Major Privato vifus dum privatus fuit £sf omnium con- 
fenju capax imperii nlfi imperaJJet.'^TAQ. 
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ftream of opiniohs and events, df which ti6 
force could refift the current, and no wifdoni 
adequately prfedift the tehtimatioii. He is re* 
prefented by M. Calonne ad the Lord Sunder- 
land of Louis XVI. ftducirig the King, td de^ 
ftroy his own poweh But hfe had neither ge-^ 
nius nor boldnefs for fuch defigns; 

To return td o\ir rapid furvey.-*— The Au- 
tumn of 1788 was pecuharly diftinguifhed by 
the enlightened aild difinterefted pdtribtifni 
of the Stales of Dauphine. They furnifhedi 
in many refpedls, a mddel for the future Se- 
nate of Francci Like thfem they deliberated 
amidft the terrors of minifterial vengeance and 
military execution. They annihilated the ab* 
furd and deftriiftivc deftindion of Orders, the 
three eftatcs were nielted intd a Provincial Af- 
fembly ; and they declared, that the right of 
ilnpoiing taxes refided ultimately in the Stated 
General of France. They voted a deputatioil 
to the King to folicit the convocation of that 
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Affembly. They were emuloufly imitated by 
all the provinces that ftill retained the fhadow 
of Provincial States. The States of Lan- 
guedoG, of Velajj and Vivaroi^, the Tiers 
Etat of Provence, and all the Municipalities 
©f Bretagrie, adopted fimilar refolutions. ' In 
Provence and Bretagne, where the Nobles 
and Clergy, trembling for their privileges^ 
and the Parliaments for their jurifdiftion, at^ 
tempted a feeble refiftance, the fermentation 
was peculiarly ftrong. Some eftimate of iht 
fervor of public fentiment may be fornied 
ftbm the reception of the Count de Mirabeau 
in his native Province^ where the Burgefles 
of jlix affigned him a body-guard, where the 
citizens of Marfeilles crowned him in th6 
theatre, and where, under all the terrors 6£ 
defpotifm, he received as numerous and tU^ 
multuous proofs of attachment ^s ever wer6 
beftowed on a favourite by the enthufiafm of 
the moft free people; M. Carartiaii, the Go- 
vernor of Provence, was even reduced to im- 
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plore his interpofition with the populace^ ta ' 
appeafe and prevent their excefies. The con- 
t^ft in Bretagne was more violent and fangui-* 
Bary^ It had preferved its independence mdrc 
than any of thofe Provinces which had hfcn 
united to the Crown of France, The Nobles 
and Clergy poflfefled almoft the whole power 
of the States J and their obftinacy was fo great, 
that their Deputies did not take their feats in 
the National Afliembly till an advanced period 
of its proceedings. 

The return of M. Neckar, and thai recall 
of the exiled magiftrates, reftored a niomeii- 
tary calm. The perfonal reputation of the 
Miniftcr for probity, re-animated the credit o£ 
France. But the finances, were too irrenie- 
diably cEn±)arrafred for palliatives ; and the 
fafcinating idea of the States General, pre-* 
leiited to the public imagination by the un- 
wary zeal of the Parliament, awakened re- 
coUeiulions of ancient freedom, and profpedts 
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of future fplendor, which the Virtue or po- 
pularity of no Minifter could banifh. The 
convocation of that body was refolved-^but 
tnaily difficulties refpe£ting the mode of 
elefting and conftituting it remained, which 
a fecorid Aflfembly of Notables was fummoned' 
to decide. 

The Third Eftate demanded f eprefentatives 
equal to thofe of the other two orders jointly. 
They required that the number fliould be re- 
gulated by the population of the diftrids, 
and that the three Orders (hould vote in one 
Affembly. All the Committees into which 
the Notables were divided, except that of 
which Monsieur was Prefident, decided 
againft the Third Eftate in every one of thefe 
particulars. They were ftrenuoufly fupported 
by the Parliament of Paris, who, too late 
fenfible of the fuicide into which they had 
been betrayed, laboured to render the Aflemr 
bly impotent, when they were unable to pre* 
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vent its meeting. But their efforts were in 
vain. M. Neckar, v/hether adhiated by re- 
fpeft for juftice, or ambition of popularity, or 
yielding to the irrefiftible torrent of public 
fentiment, advifed the King to adopt the pro- 
pofitions of the "Third Efiate in the two firfl: 
particulars, and to leave the laft to be decided 
by the States General themfelves. 

Letters patent were accordingly iffucd on 
the 24th of January, 1789, iox aflembling 
the States General*, to which were annexed 
regulations for the detail of their eleftions. 
In the conftituent afTemblies of the feveral 
provinces, bailliages, and conftabularies of 
the kingdom, the progrefs of the public 
mind became ftill more evident. The Clergy 
and Nobility ought not to be denied the 
praife of having erauloufly facrificed their pe- 

♦ Lettre du Roi pour la convocation dcs Etats Generaur 
&Vcglement pour Texecution des fcttrcs de convocation^ 
donn^k 24 Janvier, 1789* 
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cuniary privileges. The inftru6tions to the 
Reprefentatives breathed every where a fpirit 
of freedom as ardent, though not fo liberal 
' and enlightened, as that wKich has fince pre- 
sided in the deliberations of the National Af- 
fembly. Paris was eminently confpicuous. 
The union of talent, the rapid communica- 
tion of thought, ar>d the frequency of thofe 
numerous affemblies, where men learn their 
force, and compare their wrongs *, ever make 
a great capital the heart that circulates emo- 
tion and opinion to the extremities of an em- 
pire. No fooner had the Convocation of the 
States General been announced, than the 
batteries of the prefs were opened. Pamphlet 
fucceeded pamphlet, furpafling each other in 
boldnefs and elevation; and the advance of 
Paris to light and freedom was greater in 
three months than it had been in almoft as, 
many centuries. 

* Cmferre injurm ii interpret^ndo accendere. ■ ■ T ac. 
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Doftrincs* were univ^erfally received in 
May, which in January would have been* 
deemed tre?ifonable, and which \n March 
wtre derided as th§ vKipns qf a few deluded 
fanatics. 

It was amid this rapid diffufion of light, 
and increafing fervor of public fentiment^ 
that the States General of France affemblec^ 
at VerfaiUes on the 5th of May, i jrSp ; a day 
-^vhich will probably be accounted by pofte- 
rity one of the moft memorable in the annal^ 
of the human race, Any detail of the parade 

*The fftinciples rf freedom had long hten uodcrftoo^t 
perhaps better than iq any country of the world, by the 
philofophers of France. It was ^s natural that they fhoulc^ 
have been more diligently cultivated in that kingdom than 
in England, as that the fcience of medicine fhould be lefe 
tinderftood and v^acd among fimplc and vigorous, thaa 
among luxurious and enfeebled nations. But djc progrcfil 
which we have noticed was among the lefs inftruftcd part of 
fociety. 
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and ceremonial of their Affembly Would be 
totally foreign to our purpofe, which is not 
to narrate events, but to feize their fpirit, and 
to mark their influence on the political pro- 
grefs from which the Revolution was to arife. 
The preliminary operation rieceflary to conflri- 
tute the Affembly gave rife to the firft great 
queftiori— The mode of authenticating the 
commiflions of the Deputies. It was con- 
tended by the Clergy and Nobles, that ac- 
cording to ancient ufage, each ' Order ihould- 
feparately fcrutinizre and authenticate the com-r 
miffions of its own Deputies. It was argued 
by the Commons, that, on general principles, 
all Orders, having an equal intereft in the 
purity of the national reprefentative, had an 
«qual right to take cognizance of the authen- 
ticity of the commiffions of all the members 
who compofe it, and therefore to fcrutinize 
them in common. To the authority of pre- 
cedent it was anfwered, that it would eftablifli 
' too touch ; for in the ancient States, their ex- 
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ajnination of powers was fubordinate to th« 
rcvifion of Royal Commiflaries, a fubjedlion 
foo dpgradmg aijd injurious for the free and 
vigilant fpirit of an enlightened age. This 
controversy involved another of more magnir 
tude and importance. If the Orders united iu 
this fcrutiny, they were likely to continue ii^ 
oriis AfTembly ; the feparate voices of the twp 
firft Orders would be annihilated, and the imr 
portance of the/ Nobility and Clergy reduced 
tQ th^t of their individual fufFrages. 

This great Revolution was obvioufly medir 
tated by the leaders of the Commons. They 
were feconded in the Chamber of the Not 
blef|e b^ a minority eminently diftinguiflied 
for rank, ch^radter^ and talent. The qbfure 
and ufeful portion of the Clergy were, from 
their fituatjon, acceffible to popular fentiment, 
and naturally coalefced with the Common?/ 
Many who fayoured the divifion of the Legifr 
lature in the ordinary arrangctnents of Qpr 
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V€rnment, were convinced that the grand and 
radical reforms, which the fituation of France 
Remanded, could only be afFe£ted by its union 
as one Affembly*. So many prejudices were 
to be vanquiQied, fo many difBculties to be 
furmounted, fuch obftinatc habits to be extir- 
pated, and fo formidable a power to be re- 

♦ 111 n'eft pas douteux que pour aujourd'hul, que pour 
** cette premiere tenue une Chambre Unique n*ait etc 
•< preferable & peut-etre nccejfaire. II y avoit tant de diffi- 
** cultes a furmonter, tant de prejuges a vaincre, tant dc 
** facrifices a faire, de fi vieilles habitudes a deraciner, une 
^.* puif&nce fi forte a contenir, en un mot, tant a detruire ic 
** prefque tout a creery — ** Ce nouvel ordre de chofes que 
^' vous avez fait eclore, tout cela vous en etes bien furs n*a 
^* jamais pu naitre que dela reunion de toutes les perfonnes, 
" de tous le fentiments, & de tous les cceurs." — Difcours 
de M. Lally Tolendahl a rjffemblee Natlonale^ 31 Jout^ 

1789, dansfes Pieces Jujiificatifs, p. 105 — 6. ^This paf- 

fage is in more than one refpedl remarkable. It fully evinces 
Jthe coQvi<aion of the Author, th^t changes were neceflary 
great enough to deferve the nanie of a Revolution ; and, 
confidering the refped of Mr. Burke for his authority, 
ought to havQ weight with him. 
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fifted, that there was an dbvioua hecdfity t<> 
concentrate the force of the reforming body. 
In a great Revolution, every expedient ought 
to facilitate change. In an eftablifhed Go- 
vernment, every thing ought to render it dif- 
ficult. Hence the divifion of a Ligiilaturc,^ 
which in an eftablilhed Government, may 
give a beneficial ftability to the laws, muft, 
in a moment of Revolution, be proportionably 
injurious, by fortifying abufe and unnerving 
reform. In a Revolution, tl^p enemies of 
freedom are external, and all powers are there- 
fore to be united. Under an eftablifliment 
her enemies are internal, and power is there- 
fore to be divided. 

But befides this general confideration, the 
ftate of France furnifhed others of more lo- 
cal and temporary cogency. The States Ge- 
neral, acting by feparate Orders, were a body 
from which no fubftantial reform could be 
hoped. The two firft Orders were intcrefted 
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Ui the perpetuity of every abufe that was to 
be reformed. Their poffeffion of two equal 
jaad independent voices muft have rendered 
the exertions of the Commons impotent and 
pugatory, ajid a collufion between the Af- 
ictn\Ay and the Crown would probably have 
limited its illufivc reforms to fome forry pal- 
liatives^ the price of financial difembarrafT- 
ment. The ftate of a nation lulled into com-v 
placent lervitude by fuch petty conceffions, 
is far more hopelefs than the ftate of thofe 
who groan under the moft galling hope of 
defpbtifm, and the condition of France would 
jiave been naore irremediable than ever. Such 
reafonings produced an univerfal convidion, 
^that the queftion, whether the States General 
were to vote individually, or in Orders, was 
^ queftion, whether they were or were not to 
produce any important benefit. Guided by 
thefe views, and animated by public fupport, 
the Commons adhered inflexibly to their prin- 
ciple of inporporating the three Orders. They 
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adopted a provifpry organization, but ftudi- 
oufly declined whatever might feem to fup- 
pofe legal exiftence, or to arrogate conftitu- 
tional powers. The Nobles, lefs politic or 
timid, declared themfelves a legally confti- 
tuted Order, and proceeded to difcufs the 
gre?at objeds of their convocation. The Clergy 
afFefted to prefcrve a mediatorial charafter, 
atid to conciliate the difcordant claims of the 
two hoftile Orders. The Commons, faithful 
to their fyftem, remained in a wife and maf- 
terly ina(ftivity, which tacitly Teproached thcf 
arrogant aflumption of the Nobles, while it 
left no pretext to calumniate their own con- 
duit ; gave time for the encreafe of popular 
fervor, and diftreffed the Court by the delay 
of financial aid. Several conciliatory plans 
were propofed by the Minifter, and rejefted 
by the haughtinefs of the Nobility and tha 
policy of the Cojtnmons. 

Thus 
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Thus paffed the period between the 5th of 
May and the 12th of June, when the popular 
leaders^ animated by public fupport, and con- 
fcious of the maturity of their fchemes, af- 
fumed a more refolute tone. 

The Third Eftate commenced the fcrutiny 
6f commiflionS, fummoned the Nobles and 
Clergy to repair to the Hall of the States 
General/ and refolved that the abfence of the 
Deputies of fome diftrifts and clafles of citl- 
ietis could not preclude them^ who formed 
the reprefentatives of ninety-fix hundred parts 
of the nation, from conftituting themfelves, 
into a National Affembly. 

Thefe decifive meafures betrayed the de- 
figns of the Court, and fully illuftrate that 
bounty and liberality for which Lewis XVL 
has been fo idly celebrated. That feeble 
Prince, whofe public character varied with 
every fludluatlon in his Cabinet, the inftru- 
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ment alike of the ambition of . Vefgenries, ih6 
prodigality of Calonne, and the oftentatious 
popularity of Neckar, had hitherto yielded to 
the embarraffmeilt of the finances, and ,the 
clamor of the people* The cabal thit re- 
tained its afcendant over his mind, permitted 
Conceflions which they hoped to make vain^ 
and flattered themfelves with fruftrating, by 
the cohteft of ftruggling Orders, all idea of 
fubftantial reform. No fooner did the Af- 
lembly betray any lymptom of afkivity ind 
vigor, than their alarms became canfpicuous 
in the Royal condudt. The Comte d'Artois, 
and the other Princes of the Blood, pubhlhcd 
the boldeft manifeftoes againft the Affembly ; 
the credit of M. Neckar at Court declined 
every day ; the Royatifts in the Chamber of 
the Nobleffe fpoke of nothing lefs than ah 
impeachment of the Commons for high-trea- 
fon, and an immediate diflblution of the States ; 
a vaft military force and a tremendous artillery 
were colle<£ted from all parts of the kingdom 
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towards Verfaillfes and Pam, and under tliefe 
menacing and inaufpicious circurliftances, 
the meeting of the States General was pro* 
hibited by the King's order till a Royal Sef- 
fion, which Was deftined for the zzd but 
held on the 23d of June. The Commons^ 
on re|>airing to their Hall on the 20th, found 
it invefted with foldiers^ and themfelves ex-* 
eluded from it by the point of the. bayonet. 
They were fuinmoned by their Prefldent to 
a Tennis-Courtj where they were reduced tq 
hold their aflembly, and which they rendeted 
famous as the fcene of their unanimous and 
memorable path, never to feparate till they 
had atchieved the rcsteneration of France* 



^D" 



^ The Reyal Seffton thus Announced, corre- 
ippnded with the new tone of the Court. Its 
exterior was marked by the gloomy and fero- 
, clous haughtincfs of defpotifm. The Royal 
puppet was now evidently moved by different , 
perfona from thofe who had prompted its 
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ipeech at the opening of the States. He proM 
bably fpoke both with the fame fpirit and the? 
lame hearty and felt as little firmnefs under 
the cloak of arrogance^ as he had been con* 
fcious of fenfibility amidft his profeffions of 
afFeftion. He was probably as feeble in the 
one as he had been cold in the other ; but his 
language is fome criterion of the fyftemof his 
prompters^ 

This fpeech was diftinguifhed by infultift'g 
condefcenfion and oftentatious menace* He 
Ipoke not as the Chief of a free nation to its 
fbvereign Legiflature, but as a Sultan to his 
Divan. He annulled and frefcrtbed delibera* 
tions^at pleafure. He afFefted to reprcfent 
his will as the rule of their corlduft^ and his 
bounty as the fource of their freedom. Nor 
was the matter of his harangue lefs injurious 
than its manner was ofFenlive^ Inftead of 
containing any conceffion .important to public 
bberty, it indicated a relapf? into a more lofty 
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defpotifm than had before marked his preteii- 
fions. Tithes, feudal, and fcignorial rights^ 
he confecrated as the moft inviolable pro- 
perty ; and of Lettres de Caphet themfelves^ 
by recommending the regulation j he obvi- 
oufly condertined the abolition. The diftinftioa 
of Orders he confidered as effential to the 
Conftitution of the kingdpm, and their pre- 
lent union as only legitimate by his permif- 
fion. He concluded with commanding them 
to fcps^rate, and to aflemble on the next day 
in the Halls of their refpedllve Orders. 

The Commons, however, inflexibly ad- 
hering to their principles, and conceiving 
themfelves conftituted as a National Affem- 
bly, treated thefe threats and injunftions with 
equal negleft. They remained affembled in 
the Hall, which the other Orders had quitted, 
in obedience to the Royal command ; and 
when the Marquis de Breze, the King's Maf- 
ter of Geremonies> reminded them of his 
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Maje%*s orders, he was anfwered by AI. 
Baillij ' with Spartan energy, ** The Nation 
*' affembled has no Orders to receive/' — * 
They proceeded to pafs refolutions declaratory 
of adherence to their former decrees, and of 
the perfonal inviolability of the members, — 
The Royal Seffion, which the Ariftocratic 
party had expedited with fuch triumph and 
confidence, proved the fevereft blow to their 
caufe. Forty-nine members of the Nobility, 
at the head of whom was M. de Clermont 
Tonnerre, repaired on the 26th of June to 
the Affembly*. The popular enthufiafm was 
inflamed to luch a degree, that alarms were 
either felt or afFedled, for the fafety of the 
King, if the Union of Orders was delayed. 
The union was accordingly refolved on, and 

'^ It dcfervcs remark, that in this number were Noble- 
men^ who have ever been confidered as of the moderate party. 
Of thefe may be mentioned M. M. Lally, Virieu, and 
Clermont Tortnefre, none of whom certainly can be ac- 
cufed of democratic enthufiafm. 
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the Dnkfe of Luxemburg, JPrefident 6f the 
Nobility, was Authorized by his Majefty to 
annouiice to his Order the requeft and ^ven 
command of the King, to unite themfelves 
with the other Oxders. He remonftrated with 
the King on the fatal Gonfequences of this ftep. 
The Nobility, he remarked, wer6 not fighting 
their own battles, but thofe of the Crown* 
The fupport of the Monarchy was infeperably 
connected with the divifioA of the States Ge- 
ileraL Divided, thw body was fubjed to the 
Crown — united, its authority was fovereign, 
and its force irrefiftible*. The King was 
not, however^ (haken by thefe cdnfiderations, 
and on the following day, in an official letter 
to tjie Prefidents of the Nobility and Clergy, 
he notified his pleafure, A gloomy and re* 

* Thefe' remarks of M. de Luxemburg are equivalent 
to a thoufand defenfes of the Revolutionifts again ft Mr. 
Burke. They unanfwelsably prove that the divifion of 
Orden was fupported only as neceflary to palfy the eflForts of 
the Legiilature againft the Defpotifm. 
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luftant obedience was yielded to this man- 
date, and the unioil of the National Reprc- 
fentatives at length promifed fome hope to 
France. 

But the general fyftcm of the Government 
formed a fufpicious and tremendous contraffi 
with this applauded conceflion. New hordef 
of foreign mercenaries' were fummoned to 
the blockade of Paris and Verfailles, from 
the remoteft provinces ; an immenfe train of 
artillery was difpofed in all the avenues of thefe 
cities ; and feventy thoufand men already in-r 
^ vefted the Legiflature and Capital of France, 
when the laft blow, was hazarded againft the 
public hopes, by the ignominious banifhment 
of M. Neckar, Events followed the moft 
unexampled and memorable in the annals of 
mankind, which hiftory will record and im- 
mortalize, but, on which, the objed of the 
political reafoner is only to fpeculate. France 
was on the brink of civil war. The Pro- 
vinces 
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vinces were ready to march imtnenfe bodies 
fp the refcue of their Reprefentatives. The 
Courtiers and their minions, Princes and 
Princeffes, male and female favorites, crowded 
to the camps with which they had invefted 
Verfailles, and Simulated the ferocious cruelty 
of their mercenaries, by careffes, by largefles, 
and by proraifes. Mean time the people of 
Paris revolted, the French foldiery felt that 
they were citizens, and the fabric of Defpo- 
tifm fell to the ground. 

Tbofe foldiers, whom pofterity will cele- 
brate for patriotic ,heroifm, are ftigmatized by 
Mr. Burke as *' bafe hireling deferters," who 
fold their King for an increafe qf pay*. 

♦ Mr. Burke is fanfifcioncd in this opinion by an autho- 
rity jiot the moft rgfpeftablc, that of his late country maa 
Count D^ltoHf Commander of the^ Audrian troops in the 
Netherlands. In September^ ly^Q* he addrefled the Regiment 
de Ltgncy at Bruflels, in thcfe terms, " J'efpere que vous 
•* n'imiterex jamais ces laches Francois qui ont abandonne 
** kur Souverainl" 
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This pofition he every where afferts or inii- 
nuates ; but nothing feems more falfe. Ha4 
the defedtion been confined to Paris, there 
might have been fome fpecioufnefs in the ac- 
cufation. The Exchequer of a faction might 
have been equal to the corruption of the 
guards. The aftivity of intrigue might have 
feduced by promife, the troops cantoned in 
the neighbourhood of the capital. But what 
policy, or fortune, could pervade by their 
agents, or donatives, an army of 150,000 
men, difperfed over fo great ^ pionarchy as 
France. . The fpirit of refiftance to unchic 
commands broke forth at once in every part 
of the empire, The garrifbns of the cities 
of Rennes, Bourdeaux, Lyons, and Grenoble, 
refufed, almoft at the fame moment, to refift 
the virtuous infurreftion of their fellow citi- 
zens. No largeffes could have feduced, no' 
intrigues cquld have reached fo vaft and di-! 
vided a body. Nothing but Sympathy with 
fhe national fpirit could have produced their 
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noble difobedicnce. The remark of Mr. 
Hume is here moft applicable, that what de- 
pends on a few may be often attributed to 
chance (fecret circumjiances) but that the ac- 
tions of great bodies muft be ever^ afcribed to 
i ?B9C a l ^^"f^^ - It was the apprehenfion of 
MonteJquleUy that the fpirit of increafing ar- 
mies would terminate in convertmg Europe 
into an immenfe camp, in changing our arti- 
sans and cultivators into military favages, ^nd 
reviving the age of Attila and Genghis.-— 
Events are our preceptors, and France has 
taught us that this evil contains in itfelf its 
own remedy and limit, A domeftic army can- 
not be increafed without increafing the num- 
! ber of its ties with the people, and of the 
channels by which popular fentimcut may 
enter. Every man who is added to the army is 
a new link that unites it to the nation. If all 
citizens were compelled to become foldiers, 
all foldiers muft of neceflity adopt the feelings 
of citizens, and the defpots cannot increafe their 
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iarmy without admitting into it a greatcf 
number of men interefted to deftroy th^tiif 
I,' A fmall army may haye fentiments different 
from the great body of the people, and no in- 
tereft in common with them, but a numerou^^ 

I Ibldiery cannot. This is the barrier which 
I 
Nature has oppofed to the increafe of armies. 

; They cannot be numerous enough to enflave 
f the people, without becoming the people it- 
felf. The effects of this truth havie been hi- 
therto confpicuous only in the military defec- 
tion of France, becaufe the enhghtened fenfe 
ypf general intereft has been fo much more 
diiftifed in that nation than in any other de-r 
fpotic monarchy of Europe. But they muft 
be felt by all. An elaborate difcipline may for 
a while in Germany debafe and brutalize 
foldiers too much to receive any impreffions 
from their fellow men— artificial and local in-r 
ftitutions are, however, too feeble to refift the 
pnergy of natural caufes. . The conftitution 
of man furvives the tranfient fafhions t)f def- 
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potifm, and the hiftory of the next century- 
will probably evince on how frail and totter- 
ing a bafis the military tyrannies of Europe 
fland. 

The pretended feduilion of the French 
troops by the promife of the increafed pay, is 
in every view contradi^ed by fiuSs. This in- 
creafe of pay did not originate in the Af- 
fembly. It was not therefore any part of 
their policy-r^It was prefcribed to them by the 
inftru^bions of their conftituents, before the 
meeting of the States*. It could not there*- 
fore be the proje^ of any cabal of demagogues 
iso feduce the array ; it was the decifive and 
unanimous voice of the nation^ and if there 
was any confpiracy, it mufl: have been that 
pf the people. What had the demagogues 

* I appeal to M. Calonne, as an authority beyond fof- 
picion on this fubje<9:. — See his Summary of the Caihersy or 
Inftru£tions. Art 73. — " U Jugmeniation de la Pale dn 
f Soldat.** Calonne, p, 390. 
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to offer. The foldiery knew that the States^ 
muft, in obedience to their inftrudions, in- 
creafe their pay. An increafe of pay there- 
fore, was no temptation to fell their King, for 
of that they felt themfelves already fecure^ as 
the national voice had prefcribed it. It was 
in^ fa6t a neceffary part of the lyftem which 
was to raife the army to a body of refpedtable 
citizens, from a gang of mendicant ruffians. 

It muft infallibly operate to limit the in^ 
creafe of armies in the north. This influence 
has been already felt in the Netherlands, 
which fortune feems to have reftored to 
Leopold, that they might ftirnifti a fchool 
of revolt to German foldiers. The Auftrian 
troops have there murmured at their compa- 
rative indigence, and fupported their plea for 
increafe of pay by the example of France. 
The fame example muft operate on the other 
' armies of Europe. The felicitations of ariped 
petitioners muft be heard. The indigent de- 
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Ipots of Germany and the North will feel a 
limit to their military rage, in the fcantinefs 
of their Exchecjuer. They will be compelled 
to reduce the number, and increafe the pay 
of their armies, and a new barrier will be op- 
pofed to the progrefs of that depopulation and 
barbarifm, which philofophers had dreaded 
from the rapid increafe of military force, 
Thefe remarks on the fpirit which aftuated 
the French army in their unexampled, mif- 
conceived, and calumniated conduct, are pe- 
culiarly important, as they ferve to illuftratc 
a principle, which cannot too frequently be 
prefented to view, that in the French Revo* 
lution all is to be attributed to general cawfes 
influencing the whole body of the people, and 
almoft nothing to the fchemes and the afccn- 
dant of individuals. 

But to return to our rapid Iketch. It was^ 

I at the moment of the Parifian revolt, and of 
the defection of the army, that the whole 
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power of France devolved on the National 
Aflembly. It is at that moment, therefore, 
that the difcuffion commences, whether that 
body ought to have re-eftabUi3ied and re* 
f formed the Government w6icA events hadfub^ 
I vertedj or to have proceeded to the eftablilh- 
I ment of a new Conftitution, on the general* 
principles of reafon and freedom. The arm 
of the ancient Government had been palfied, 
and its power reduced to forAiality, by events 
over which the Aflembly poflefled no con- 
troul. It was theirs to decide, not whether 
the jnonarchy was to be fubverted, for that 
had been already effedted, but whether, from 
its ruins, fragments were to be colledted ioac 
the re-conflruftion of the political edifice. 

They had been aflembled as an ordinary 
Legiflature under exifling laws. They were 
transformed by thefe events into a National 
Convention, and veiled wijh powers to 
organize a Government. It is in vain that 

their 
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their adverfaries conteft this aflertlon, by ap* 
pealing to the deficiency of forms*. It is in 
vain to demand the legal inftfument that 
changed their Conftitution, and extended 
their powers* Accurate forms in the convey-* 
ance of power are prefcribed by the wifdom 
6f law, in the regular adminiftratioA of 
; States. But great Revolutions are too im- 
menfc for technical formality. All the fane* 
tion that can be hoped for in fuch events, is 
the voice of the people, however informally 
and irregularly cxprcffed. This cannot be 

* This circumftance is fliortly ftated by Mr. Badci« 
<^ I can never confider tliis Afiembiy as any thing elfe^ thaa 
•* a voluntary aflbciation of men, who have availed thom^ 
"^^ felves of circumftahces to feize upon the power of th© 
♦* State/ They do not hold the authority they exercife un- 
♦* der any Confiitutional law of the State. They have4e* 
" parted from the inftruftions of the people that fent tliem^ 
** &c." Burke, p. 242 — 3. The fame argument is treated 
by M. Calonne, in an expanded memorial of 44 {x^esi 
againft the pretenfions of the Aflembly to be a convctttioiv 
with much unavailing ingenuity and labour. — See his "WJock 
from p. 31410 358. 
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pretended to have been wanting in Francd/ 
Every other fpecies of authority was annihi- 
lated by popular afts, but that of the States 
General. On them, therefore, devolved thd 
, duty of exercifing their unlimited^ truft, ac- 



\ 



* A diflinftion made by Mr. Burke between the ahflraa 
and nMnz/ competency of a Legiflature (p. 27) has been 
much extolled by his admirers. To me It feems only a 
novel and objeflionable mode of diftingui/hing between a 
right and the expediency of vifing it. But the mode of illuf- 
trating the diftindHon is far more pernicious than a mere 
nbvelty of phrafe. This moral competence is fubjedt, fays 
our author, to ^^ faith, juftice, and fixed fundamental po- 
** licy.** Thus.illuftrated, the diftinftion appears liable to a 
double objection. It is falfe that the ahJiraR competence of 
a Legiflature extends to the violation of faith and juftice* 
It is falfe that its moral competence does not extend to the 
moft fundamental policy, and thus to confound fundamental 
poiiey with faith and juflice, for the fake of ftigmatizing 
I innovators, is to flab the vitals of morality. There is only 
^ one maxim of policy truly fundaments^l-— /A^ good of the go-^ 
\ vemed — ^and the flability of that maxim, rightly underflood, 
^emonftrates the mutability of all policy that is fubordinate 
to it. 
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i cording to their beft views of general intereft* 
Their enemies have, even in their invedives^ 
confeffed the fubfequent adherence of the 
people, for they have inveighed againft it as 
the infatuation of a dire fanaticifm. The an^ 

I thority of the Affembly vi^as then firfl: con-^ 
ferred on it by public confidence, and its a£ls 
have been lince ratified by public apprbbation. 
Nothing can betray a difpofition to puny and 
technical fophiftry more ftrongly, than to ob- 
ferve with M. Calonne, that this ratification, 
to be valid, ought to have been made by 
France, not in her new organization of mu- 
nicipalities, but in her ancient • divifion of 
bailliages and provinces. The fame indhi^ 

. 'duals a£t in both forms. The approbation of 

f the men legitimates the Government. It is of 
no importance, whether they are affembled 
as bailliages, or ^s municipalities. I f this 
latitude of informality, this fubje£lion of laws 
to their principle, and of Government to its 
iburce, are not permitted in Revolutions, 

how 
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how arc we to juftify the affumed authority 
of the Englifh Convention of 1688 ? " They 
•^ did not hold the authority they cxercifcd 
•* imdcr any conftitutional law of the State." 
They were not even legally ekifted, as, it muft 
be confefled, was the cafe with the French Af- 
^ Icmbly. An evident though irregular ratifi- 
J cation by the people, alone legitimated their 
a^s* Yet they pofleffed, by the confeflion of 
Mr, Burke, an authority only limited by pru- 
dence and virtue. Had the people of Eng- 
land given infiruElions to the Members of that 
Convention, its ultimate mcafurcs would pro- 
bably have departed as much from them as the 
French Aflembly have deviated from thofe of 
their conftituents, and the public acquiefccnce 
in the deviation would, in ^11 likelihood, have 
been the fame. 

It will be confefled by any man who has 
confidered the public temper of England at - 
the landing of William^ that the majority of 
thofe inftrudions would hot hive proceeded 

to 
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to the depoiition of James^ The firfl i{pt^ 
of thefe great changes perplexes and iritimi-» 
dates men too much for juft views and bold 
refoiutions* It is by the progrefs of events 
that their, hopes ire emboldened, and theit 
views enlarged* 

This inJiuence was f^elt in JFrance. The 
people, in an advanced period of the Revolu- 
tion, virtually recalled the inftruftioris by 
wjiich the feeblenefs of their political infancy 
had limited the power of their Reprefenta* 
tivcs'; for they fanflioned ads by which thofe 
inftrudtions were contradifted. The forma- 
lity of inftrudions was indeed wanting in 
' England^ but the change of public fentiment, 
from the opening of the Convention to its ul- 
timate decifion, was as remarkable as thd 
contraft which has been fo oftentatioufly 
difplayed by M. Calonne, between the de-^ 
crees of the National Affembly and the firft 
inftrudions of their conftituents- 
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Thus feeble are the objeaions againft the 
authority of the Aflembly. 

4 We now refume the confideration of its 
fcxtrcife, and proceed to enquire, whether they 
ought to have reformed, or deftroycd their 
Government ? The general queftion of inno- 

. vation is an exhauftcd common-place, to 

(which the genius of Mr. Burke has been able 
to add nothing but fplendor of eloquence and 
f felicity of illuftration. It has long been fo 
tiotorioufly of this nature, that it is placed by 
Lord Bacon among the fportive contefts which 
are to exercife rhetorical Ikill. No nian will 
I fupport the extreme on either fide, Perpe- 
I tual change and immutable eftablifhment are 
) equlally indefenfible* To defcend therefore 
' from thefe barren generalities to a more near 
: view of the queftion, let us ftate it more pre- 
cifely. IVas the Civil Order in France corrigi- 
f ble, or was it necejfary to deftroy it? Not to 
mention the extirpation of the feudal fyftem^ 

and 
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and the abrogation of the civil and criminal 
code, We have firft to confider the deftrudlion 
of the three great corporations, of the Nobility, 
I the Church j and the Parliaments. Thefr^ 
three Ariftocracies were the pillars which ia 
fa£l: formed the Government of France* The 
queftion then oi forming or dejiroytng thefe v 
bodies is fundamental. There is one general 
principle applicable to them all adopted by 
the French Legiflators-^/>&a/ the exljience of 
Orders is repugnant to the principles of t hi f octal 
union. An Order is a legal rank, a body of men 
combined and endowed with privileges by law. 
--^Thei'e are two kinds of inequality ^ the one 
perfonal^— that of talent and virtue ^ the fource 
of whatever is excellent and admirable in fo- 
ciety-— ^the other that of fortune, which mull 
cxift, becaufe property alone can ftimulate to 
labour \ and labour, if it were not neceflary 
to the exiftence, would be indlfpenfible to the 
happinefs of man. But though it be necef- 
fary, yet, in its excefs it is the great malady 
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of civil fociety. The accumulation of that 
power which is conferred by wealth in the 
hands of the few, is the perpetual fource of 
opprcffipn and negleft to the mafs of man- 
kind. The power of the wealthy is farther, 
concentrated hy their tendency to combination^ 
|from' which, number, difperfion, indigence 
r and ignorance equally preclude the poor. The 
wealthy are formed into bodies by their pro- 
feffions, their different degrees of opulence 
(called ranks^) their knowledge, and their 
fmall number. — ^They neceflarily in all coun- 
tries adminifter government, for they alone 
have Ikill and leifure for its fun£Hons. Thus 
circumftanced, nothing can be more evident 
than their inevitable preponderance in the po- 
litical fcale. The preference of partial to 
general interefts is however the greateft of all 
public evils. It fhould therefore have been 
the objeft of all laws to reprefs this malady, 
but it has been their perpetual tendency to 
aggravate it. Not content with the inevit- 
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able inequality^f fortune, they have fuperad- 
ded to it honorary and political diftin£lions. 
Not content with the inevitable tendency of 
the wealthy to combine, they have embodied 
them in claffes/ They have fortified thofe 
confpiracies againft the general intereft, 
which they ought to have refifted, though 
they could not difarm. Laws, it is faid, can- 
not equalize men. No. But ought they for 
that reafbn to aggravate the inequality which 
they cannot cure ? Laws cannot infpire un- 
mixed Patriotifh) — But ought they for that 
reafon to foment that corporaUon fj^h'it which 
is its moft fatal enemy ? All profeffional com- 
binations, faid Mr. Burke, in one of his late 
fpeeches in Parliament, are dangerous in a free 
State. Arg»Jing on the fame principle, the 
National Affembly has proceeded further. 
They have conceived that the laws ought to 
create no inequality of combination, to recog- 
nize all only in their capacity of citizens, atnd 
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I to offer no afliftancc to the na^ral prcppndert 
ance of partial over general intereft. 

But beii4es the general fburce of hoftility 
to Orders, the « particular circumftances of 
France prefentcd other objqftions, which it 
is neceffary to confider more in detail. 

It is in the firft place to be remarked, that 
all the bodies and inftitutions of the kingdon^ 
participated the fpirit of the anqient Govern- 
ment, and in that view were incapable of alli- 
ance with a free Conftitution, They were 
tainted by the defpotifm of which they were 
members or iriftruments. Abfolute monar- 
chies, like every other confident and perma^ 
nent government, aflimilate every thing with 
ii which they are connefled to their own ge- 
nius. The Nobility, the Priefthood, the Judi- 
cial Ariftocracy, were unfit to be members of a 
free government, becaufe their corporate cha- 
rafl:e r had been formed under arbitrary eflab- 
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J lifhments. To haVe preferVed thefe great 
corporations, would be to have retained the 
feeds of reviving defpotifm in the bbfom of 
freedom. This remark may merit the atten- 
tion of Mr. Burke, as illuftratiiig ati important 
difference between thfe French and Englifh 
Revolutions. The Glergy, the Peerage, aiid 
Judicatures of England, had iii fome degree* 
the fentiments infpired by a Gbv^rnment in' 
which freedom had been eclipfed, but not ex- 

I tinguifhed — They were thereibre qualified td 
partake of a more ftable and improved liberty. 
But the cafe of France was different. Thefe 
bodies had there imbibed every fentiment,* 
and adopted every habit under arbitrary power. 

(Their prefervation in England, and their de- 
ftru<3:ion in France, may in this view be juf- 
tified on fimilar grounds. It is abfurd to re- 
gard the Orders as ren^nants of that free con- 
llitution which France, in common with the 
Other Gothic nations of Europe, once enjoyed. 
Nothing remained of thefe ancient Order's 
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but the name. The ^obilit v were no longer 
thofe haughty and powerfal Barons, who en* 
flaved the people and didtated to the King. 
The ecclcfiaftics were no longer that Prieft- 
hood, before whom, in a benighted and fu- 
perftitious age, all civil power was impotent 
and mute. They have both dwindled into de- 
J)endents on the crown. Still lefs do the opu- 
lent and enlightened Commons of France re- 
femble its fervile and beggared populace in the 
fixteenth century. Two hundred years of un- 
interrupted exercife had legitimated abfolute 
authority as much as prefcription can confe-r 
crate ufurpation. The ancient French Confti- 
tution was therefore no farther a model than 
that of any foreign nation, which was to be 
judged of alone by its utility, and poflefled in 
no refpeft the authority of eftablifhment. It 
had been fucceeded by another Government, 
and if France were to recur to a period ante- 
cedent to her fervitude for legiflative models, 
(h? might as well afcend to the ??rj^ of Clovis 
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or Charlemagne, as be regulated by the pre- 
cedents of Henry III. or Mary of Medicis. 
All thefe forms of government exifted only 
hijiorlcalfy* ' 

Thefe obfcrvations include all the Orders, 
Let us confider each of them fucceffively. 
The devotion of the Nobility of France to 
the Monarch was infpired equally by their 
fentiments, their interefts, and their habits. 
" The* feudal and chivalrous fpirit of fealty," 
fo loAg the prevailing paffion of Europe, was 
ftill nourifhed in their bofoms by the military 
fentiments from which it firft arofe. The ma- 
jority of them had ftill no profeffion but war, 
no hope but in Royal favor. The youthful 
and indigent filled the camps ; the more opu- 
lent and mature partook the fplendor and 
bounty of the Court : But they were equally 
dependents on the Crown. To the plentitudc 
of the Royal power were attached thofe im- 
mehfe and magnificent privileges, which di- 
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vided France into diftind nations j wj^iichex^ 
hibited a Nobility monopolizing the rc^ards^ 
and offices of the State, and a people degraded 
to political helotifm^. Men do not cordially 
refign fuch privileges, nor quickly difmifs the 
fentiments which they have infpired. The 
oftentatious facrifice of pecuniary exemptions 
in a moment of general fermentation is a 
wretched criterion of their genuine feelings. 
They afFeded to beftow as a gift, what they 
would have been fpeedily compelled to aban- 
don as an ufurpation, and they hoped by the 
facrifice of a part to purchafe fecurit}' for the 
reft. . They have beenmoft juftly ftated to be 
a band of political janijfaries^^ far more valu- 
able to a Sultan than mercenaries, becaule at- 
tached to him by unchangeable intereft and in- 
deliable fentiment. Whether any reform could 
have extrafted from this body a portion which 

* Ifay />^/^V/Wmcontradiftin^ioiito fiw/, forin the latter 
fenfc the aflcrtion would have been untrue, 
t See Mr. Rous's excellent "Thoughts on Government.** 
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plight have entered into the new conftitutioa 
is a queftion which we fhall confider when* 
that political fyftem coipes under our review.. 
Their exifience, as a member of the Legifla- 
jture, is a queftion diftin£t from their prefer- 
vation as a feparate Order^ or great corpora- 
tion, in the State. A fenate of Nobles might 
have been eftablifhed, though the Order of 
the Nobility had been deftroyed, and England 
would then have been exactly copied. — But it 
is of the Order that we now fpeak, Vor we 
are now confidering the deftrudion of the old. 
fiot the formation of the new Government.—^ 
The fuppreffion of Nobility has been in Eng- 
land moft abfurdly confounded with the pro- 
hibition of titles. The union of the Orders 
in one Affembly was the firft ftep towards 
the deftrudion of a kgiflative Nobility. Thc^ 
abolition of their feudal rights, in the memo- 
rable feffion of the 4th of Auguft, 1 789, may 
be regarded as the fecond. They retained 
after thefe meafures no diftinftion but what 
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was purely nominal, and it remained to be de- 
termined what place they were to occupy in- 
the new Conftitution. That queftion was 
decided by the decree of the 2 2d of Decem- 
ber, I in the fame year, which enaded, that 
the Eleftoral AfTemblies were to be compofed 
without any regard to rank, and that citizens 
of all Orders were to vote in them indifcrimi* 
nately. The diftinftion of Orders was de- 
ftroyed by this decree, the Nobility were to 
form no part of the new Conftitution, and 
they were ftripped of all that they had enjoy* 
cd under the old Government, but their titles. 

Hitherto all had paffed unnoticed, but no 
fooner did the Affcmbly, faithful to their 
principles, proceed to extirpate the external 
figns of ranks; which they no longer tolerat- 
ed, then all Europe refounded with clamours 
againft their Utopian and levelling madnefs. 
The incredible^ decree of the 19th of June, 



* So called by M. Calonnc. 
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1 79<^> for the fuppreffion of titles, is the obje^ 
of all thefe invedivcs, yet without that mea- 
fure the AiTembly would certainly have /been 
guilty of the groffeft inconfiftency and abfur- 
ditj. An untitled Nobility forming a mem- 
ber of the State, had been exemplified in fpme 
Commonwealths of antiquity. Such were 
the Patriciaus in Rome. But a titled Nobi- 
bility,^ without legal privilege, . or political 
exiftence, would have been a monfter new 
in the annals of legiflative abfurdity. Thfc 
power was poffeiTed without the bauble by 
the Roman Ariftocracy. The bauble would 
have been reverenced, while the power was 
trampled on, if titles had been fpared in 
France. A titled Nobility, is the moft un- 
difputed progeny of feudal barbarifm. Titles 
had in all nations denoted offices ^ it was referv- 
ed for Gothic Europe to attach them to raitks^ 
yet this condud of our remole anceftors ad- 
mits explanation, for with them offices were 
^hereditary, and hence the titles denoting them 
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became hereditary too. Bat we, who have 
rcjeAed hereditary ofiice, retain att ufage to 
which it gave rife, and which it alone could 
juftify. 

So egregioufly is this recent origin of titled 
Nobility mifconceived^ that it has been even 
pretended to be tieceflStry to the order and 
exiftenoe of fociety : A narrow and arrogant 
bigotry, wjiich would limit all political re- 
toark to the Gothic States of Europe, or ef- 
iabli(h general principles on events that oc-* 
cupy fo fliort a period of hiftory, and mannera 
that have been adopted by fo (lender a portion 
of the human race. A titled Nobility, was 
equally unknown to the fplendid Monarchies 
of Afia, and to the manly limplicity of the 
ancient Commonwealths** It arofe from 

* Ariflxxrratic bodies did indeed exift in the ancient world, 
but titles were unknown. Though they pofleDTed political 
privileges, yet as they did not affe£t the manners^ they had 
»ot the fame inevitable tendency to taint the pu])lic cha* 
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the peculiar ckcumftances of modern EuropCi 
and yet its neceffity is now erected on the ba- 
fis of univerfal experience, - as if thefe other 
renowned and polifhed States were . effaced 
from the records of hiftory, and banilhed from 
the fbci^ty of nations* " Nobility is the Co- 
rinthian capital of polifhed ftates." The ^u^ 
guft fabric of fociety is deformed and encum- 
bered by fuch Gothic ornaments. The maffy 
Doric that fuftains it is Labour, and the 
fplendid variety of arts and talents that folace 
and embellifh life, form the decorations of its 
Coriilthian and Ionic capitals. 

Other motives befides the extirpation of 
feudality,, difpofed the French Legiflature to 
the fuppreffion of titles. To give ftability 

rafter as titul^ir diftinftions. Thefe bodies too being in 
general open to property j or office j they are in no refpeft to 
be compared to the Nobles of Europe. They might afFe<9: 
the yirwi of free Government as much, but they did not in 
the fame proportion injure the Spirit of Freedom. 
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to a popular Goveriimetit, a deroocratic cha- 
rafter muft be formed, and democratic fenti- 
ments infpired. The fentiment of equality 
which titular diftinftions have, perhaps, more 
than any other caufe, cxtinguiflied in Europe, 
and without which democratic forms are im- 
potent and fliort-lived, Was jto be revived : a 
free Government was to be eftablifhcd, by 
carrying the fpirit of equality and freedom 
^iito the feelings, the manners, the moft 
familiar intercourfe of men. The badges of 
inequality, which vvere perpetually infpiring 
fentiments adverfe to the fpirit of the Govern* 
ment, were therefore deftroyed : Diftindlions 
which only ferved to unfit the Nobility for 
obedicncei and the people for freedom; to 
keep aUve the difcontent of the one, and to 
perpetua,te the fervility of the other ; to de- 
prive the One of the moderation that finks 
them into citizens, and to rob the other of 
the fpirit that exalts them into free men* A 
(ingle example can alone difpel inveterate pre- 
judices. 
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jiidroes. Thtis th6ught our anceftors at the 
Rdvblation, when they deviated from the fuc- 
odfion, tor dcftroy the prejudice of its {Mikity. 
Tbiis alfo did the Legiflators of France feel, 
wheii by thd abolition of titles, they gave a 
[mortal blow to the flavifli prejudiced which 
tmfiittod/fKeir country ibf ffeedoto. ' It ^^s 
^ pradliGal aflmion of that equality Which ha<f 
been coft^drated in the Declaration of Rights, 
but which i lio abftra<a aflertion could have 
cdfireyfed ititb thfe^ fj^its and the hearts of rtien* 
It pfttd^ddfed otv the' principle that the fecurity 
ef a* revoliition of gpu^rnment can- only arife 
from a^rtvolution oi chara&en 

To thefe reafonings it has been oppofed, that 
heo^itorydlftittiaions »e the rfitor'd^ tyeafure 
cf fipState; ^ by which^it eifcites atid' rewards 
public virtue and public fervice, .whiqh, with- 

iput national injiiry or burden, operates with 
refiftiefs force pn generous minds* To this I 
anfwer, that of perfond diftinftioas this de- 
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fcription is moft truci btit that this motal 
treafury of honour is in faft impovcriflbcd by 
the improvident profufion that has mad? them 
hereditary. The poffeffion of honours by that 
multitude, who have inherited but not ac* 
quired jth€^> engroffes and depreciites thcfe 
incentives, and rewards pf virtue. Wete they 
purely p^rfonal, their value would be doubly 
enhanced, as the poffeflbrs would be fewer 
^ while die diftin^ftion was more honourable. 
Pcrfonal xiiftinftions then every wife ,^afic 
will cherifli as its fureft.and nobleft j^fojircc^ 
but of hereditary title^ at Uaft In the eircnm^ 
fiances of France^ j the abolition feems to Have 
been juft and politic. 

jf The fate of the Church, the i^ond great 
"corporation that fuftained the Frejicb defpo- 

' ■ f ■- ■ * . . ." - 

* I have been grdBly mifiinderftood by thofe who have 
fuppofed this qualijuatton an aflumed or affe<3ed referve. 1 
believe the principle only as qualified hy the arcuptJtanciSht 
difl^ent nations. 
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tifm, has peculiarly provoked the indignation 
of Mr. Burke. The diflblution of the Church 
as a body, the refumption of its territorial 
revenues, and the new organization of the 
Priilhopd, appear to him to be didlated by 
the union of robbery and irreligion, to glut 
jthe rapacity of Stock-jobbers, and to gratify 
the hoftility of Atheifts. All the outrages 
and profcriptions of ancient or mordern tyrants 
tanifhy in his opinion, in the coipparifon with 
this confifcation of the property of the Gallican 
Church. Principles had, it is true, been on^ 
this fubjeft explored, and reafons had been 
urged by men of genius, which vulgar men 
deemed irrefiftible. But with thefe reafons 
Mr. Burke will not deign to combat. ** You 
do not imagine, Sir,'* fays he to his corref- 
pondent ** that I am going to compliment this 
niferable defcription of perfons with any long 
difcuflion ? * What immediately follows 

* The Abbe Maury, who is not Icfs remarkable for the 
fury of eloquent declamation,^ than for the inept parade of hif- 
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this coiitettiptuous paflage is fo outrageoufly 
offenfivc to candor and urbanity, that an ho* 
noiirable adverfary will difdain to avail him- 
(clf of it. The paflage itfelf, however, de- 
mands a pauie. It alludes to an opinion of 
which / trufi Mr. Burke did not know the 
origin. That the church-lands were national 
propcfrty was not iirfl aflcrted among the 
Jacobins^ ox in the Palais Royal. The author 
Xii that opinion, the mafter of that wretched 

torical erudition, attempted in the deliate on this rubjdSbto 
trace .the opnion hi^er. Bafe, lawyers, according to hia^ 
had infinuated it to the Rom^ Emperors, and agaitift it waft 
pointed the maxjm of the Qivil, Law,, ** Omnia temi Q^0r 
imp^rio fed non dominio" Louis XIV. and Loui$ XV* 
had, if ^e may believe him, both been aflailed by this 
Machiavefian doArine, and both had repulfed it with mag- 
nanimous indignation. Tlie learned Abbe committod only. 
OHQ miftake^ The. defppts of Ro^ip.aipd France faaid iadeel 
l^eea poifoned with the idea: that they were the immediate 
proprietors of their fubje6ts* eftates. That opinion is execra- 
ble and flagitious, and it is not, as we fliall fee, the doftrkie 
of ^ French LegifJ^toiB^ 
iv . . r. defcriptioa 
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defcription of perfons, whom Mr. Bwke 4if- 
dains to encounter, was ont whom he might 
have comi^ted with glory, with confidence of 
triumph in victory, and without fear or fliame. 
in defeat. The author of that opinion wa^ 
TuRGOT ! a name now too high to be ex- 
alted by eulogy, or deprefled by inVeftive. 
-^That benevolent and ,philofophic Statefman 
delivered it in the article Fondation of the 
Encyclopediej as the calm and difinterefted 
opinicm of a fcholar^ at a moment when he- 
could have no view to palliate rapacity, or 
prompt irreligion. It was no dodlrine con- 
trived for the occafion by the agents of ty- 
ranny; it was a principle difcovered in pure 
and harmlefs fpeculation, by one of the beft 
and wileft of men. I adduce the authority of 
Turgot, not to oppofe the arguments (if there 
had been any) but to countera£t the infinu-. 
ations of Mr. Burke. The authority of his 
affertions forms a prejudice, which is thus to 
be removed before 'we can hope for a fair auf 
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dieiicc at the bar of rcafon. If he infinuates 
the flagitioufnefs of thefe opinions by the fup- 
pofed viknefs of their origin, it cannot be unfit 
to pave the way for their reception, by affign- 
ing to them a more illuftrious pedigree. 

But difmifling the genealogy of doctrines, 
l?t us examine their intrinfic value, and liften 
to no voice but that of truth. " j^re the lands 
*• occupied by the Church the Property ofifs 
•• Members .^** Various confiderations prefent 
themielves, which n^ay elucidate the fubjed* 

I. It has not hitherto been fuppofed that 
. any clafs of Public fervants are proprietors. 
^. - They are fcdaried^ by the State for the per- 
formance of certain duties. Judges are paid 
for the diftribution of juftice ; Kin^s for the 
execution of the laws ; Soldiers, where there 

* ** lis font owfalarlis^ ou mcndians, ou vo|eur5." Jhty 
cfi either falariedj or beggars^ or robbers — ^was the expreffioii 
of M. Mirabcau refpefting the Pricfthood. 
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is a ixiercenary army, for public defence ; and 
Priefts, where there is an eftabliihed religioji, 
for public inftruftion. The mode of their 
. paynBnt is indifferent to the queftion. It is 
generally in rude ages by land, and in culti* 
vated periods by money. But a territorial 
penfion is no more property than a pecuniary 
em. The right of the State to regulate the 
falaries of thofe fervants whom it pays in 
money has not been difputed. But if it has 
chef en to provide the revenue of a certain portion 
of land for the falary of another clafs of fervants^ 
wherefore is its right more difputable, to re- 
fume that land, and to eftablifli a new mode 
of payment ? In the early hiftory of Europe^ 
before fiefs became hereditary, great landed 
eftates were beftowed by the Sovereign, on 
condition of military fervice. By a (imilar 
tenure did the Church hold its lands. No man 
can prove, that becaufe the State has intrufted 
its ecclefiaftical fervants with a portion of land, 
as the fource and fecurity of their petifiqnu 
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iihey ar^dii any rcfpe<9: moretht pntfrietprs of 
it, thai) the other fervants of the State are Hi 
that portion of the reven\|e from whkih ^hcy 
are paid. • 

In. The lands of the Church ppffefe not dif 
tnofi: (imple and indifpenfible requifites of pro^ 
_ perty. They are not ^even pretended ^o be 
held fof the benefit of thofe who enjoy them. 
This is the obvious criterion between private 
property and a penfion for public fervice. The 
deftinatipn of the firft is aVowedly the comfort 
I and happinefs of the individual who enjoys it j 

ias he is conceived to be the fqle judge of this 
happinefs, he poffeffes the moft unlimited 
rights of enjoyment, alienation, and even 
abufe : But thejands of the Church, deftined 
for the fupport of public fervants, exhibited 
none of the characters of property— rThey wercr 
I inalienable, becaufe it would have been not Icf^ 
abfurd for the Priefthood tq have excrcifed 
fijch authority over thefe lands,' thaw it would 
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i hk£6r -feaoMtt to elaim tJberpropdty of a 4ttt 
ifdkich thegr ^manned, or foldiers that of afoff 
irds dicy garrifonod. 



J III. It is confeffed thsA no iodividual Pricflt 
was a proprietor, and it is not denied that his 
titinc^ daim was fiznitod to a pofTeiiioQ for 
life of his ftipend. If all the Priefts, takea 
indiviJualfyy were not proprietors, the Prieft* 
hood, as a hdy^ cannot claim any fuch rights 
For what is a iedjj but an aggregate of indi* 
yiduals, ai>d what new right can be conveyed 
by a mere change of name ? — Nothing can ft 
forcibly illuftrate this argument as the cafe of 
other corporations. They are voluntary aflb-^ 
fciations of men for their own benefit. Every 
member of them is an abfolute Iharer in their 
property, it is therefore alienated and inherited. 
Corporate property is here as lacrcd as indivi- 
dual, becaufe in the ultimate analyfis it is the 
rffame. But the Priefthood is a Corporation, 
f (endowed by the country, and deflined for the 
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heixefit of other men. It is hence that the 
members have no JtpwaU^ nor the body any 
celledive^ right of property. They arc oolj 
entrufted with the adminijlration of the lands 
from which thtir Jalaries are paid*. 

IV. It is' from this laft circumftance that 
their kgal femklance of property arifes. In 
charters^ bonds, and all other proceedings of 
law, they are treated with the fame formali- 
ties as real property.— i-** They are identified,** 
fays Mr. Burke, *^ with the mafs of private 
jM'operty ;" and it muft be confefled, that if 
We are to limit our view to form, this Ian* 
guage is corre£t. But the repugnance of theie 
formalities to legal truth proceeded from a 
iery envious caufe. If eftates are vefted in the 

* This admits a familiar illuftration. If a laDd-hoidef 
chufes to pay his ftcward for the collection of his rent$» by 
permitting him to poffeft a farm gratis^ is he conceived to 
have rcCgned his prop^rt^ in the farm ? The cafe is prccifcly 

fimifer. 
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Clergy, to them moft unquefticHiably ought 
to be entrufted the proteftion of thefc eftates 
in all contefts at law, and anions for that pur- 
pofe can only be maintained with facility, lim- 
plicity, and efFed, by ikizjidlion of their being 
proprietors. — Nor is this the only cafe in 
which the fpirit and the forms of law are at 
variance refpefting property. Scotland, where 
lands ftill are held by feudal tenures, will af* 
ford us a remarkable example. There, if we 
extend our views no further than legal forms, 
ihtfuperior is to be regarded as the proprietor, 
while the real proprietor appears to be only a 
tenant for life. Such is the language of the 
charter by which he obtains a legal right to 
his eftate. In this cafe, the vaflal is formally 
ftript of the property which he in faft enjoyr . 
In the other, the Church is formally inverted 
with a property, to which in reality it had no 
claim. The argument of prefcriptjon will ap- 
pear to be altogether untenable, for prefer ip- 
fion implies a certain period during which the 
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rights of "property bad been exercifei^ but in the 
cafe before us they never were exercifed, bc- 
caufc they never could be fuppofed to exift^ 
It muft be proved that thefc pofifeffions 
were of the nature of property, before it can 
IblloW that they are prote<Sted by prefcription, 
and to plead it is to take for granted the quef- 
tion in difpute. If they never were property^ 
no length of time can change their nature.^ 

♦ There are pcrfons who may not relifh the mode of rca- 
foning here adopted. They contend that property, beii^. 
the creature of civil fociety, may be refumed by diat Public 
will which created it, and on thi$ principle they juftify tb^ 
National AOembly of France. But fuch a juftification vk 
adverfe to the principles of that Affembly , for they have 
confecratcd it as one of the firft maxims of their Declaration 
of Rights, that the State cannot violate property, except in 
cafes di urgent ncccffity, and on condition of previous in- 
demnification. This defence too will not juftify Aeir felec* 
tion of Church property, in preference of all others, for re« 
fumption. It certainly ought in this view to have &llei| 
equally on all citizens. The principle is befides falfe in the 
jBxtreme to which it is affumed. Property is, indeed in fomi 
fmfe created by an zGt of the Public will ; but it is by one 
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VJWfeeft the feritilh Iflarids,'the Ddlch 
Republici the Germaii and Scandiaaviaa 
St^tes^> reformed their eceMaAicd eftablifh- 
meiits, the howl of facrilege was the only ar- 
mour by whick the Church attempted topro^ 
ttit ks preteadcd property. The age was too 
tumultifou^ .and unlettered for SfcvaGoR^ oi 
abfttad jurifprudcnce^ The dathour of &^ 
ctilege fedms^ however, to have iatleii iata 
•arly cfcttitera^. The treaty of Wtilplia^ 
Ha fecuhtrkiad many of the inqft bpuloot bc«^ 

(f( tl^oCf /kfi^fmAt9{vA% which oonftitute feciety* 'Vtitacfi 
£rpve$ it t9['l)p e^^ntisj to th|^ foci^^l ftatc* fls^arfericqi 
proves that it has> in foi|ie degree, ex^ftod in eyerjr ag^ an^ 
nation of the, world. But thofe public ads which, fona 
arid endow corporations, are fubfequent and fubordinate.— ^ 
'lliepire'bitly drSnairy expedients of legiflation. The j*o- 
I^tcy^iAdividuaUis^abli{hed cfci^^ineral prkkiph^ifhiiAt 
ftcttiil coeval .^ith ciYil fociety itfeif. Put bodies are iq^* 
nients fabricjitcd by the L^iflatqr for a ffesijic pnipoiie, 
which ought to be preferved while they are beneficial, 
amended when they are impaired, and rejected when they 
become' ufelefs or injurious. 
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neic^e of. Germany, under the mediation 
and guarantee of the firft Catholic Power* 
of Europe. In our own ifland, on the 2^- 
lition of epifcopacy in Scotland at the Revo- 
lution, the revenues of the Church peace- 
ably devolved on the Sovereign, and he dei^ 
voted a portion of them to the fupport of the 
acLW. eflabliihooent. When, at a ftill later 
pcribdj the Jefuits were fuppreffed in mbft 
C^tb61fc Monarchies, the weahh of that for- 
midahle.and opulenl: body was every where 
feized by the Sovereign. In all thefe memo- 
Tsklc examples, no* traces are to be difcovered 
4^ the pretended property of the Church.--^ 
The falaries of a clifs of Public fervants are, 
in all thefe cafes, refumed by the State, when 
it jccales to deem their fervice, or the mode of 
it, ufefuj. It rs in none of them recognized 
as property. That claim, now {6 forcibly 
tirged by M. Calonne, was probably little re- 
fpeded by him, when he lent his agency to 
the deftruaion of the Jefuits with fuch pecu- 
liar 
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liir ^oiliyity : anit iancon ' Tlie- facrokiefs of 
their property could not ftrongly imprefs him, 
when he was inftrumental in degrading the 
n^nc^rs of!. that renowned and accomplifhed 
Society, thd glor/ of Catholic Europe^ fjfora 
tboir'.iupoch '^ndowlnenb to fcanty and begt- 
gtrly )piw{l!PQS^ In all tUeie c<mte£b):^the in^ 
yiplabilityof Church pcffeflions wa&.a.princi^ 
^e thiat toeivtr ;made: its : appearance, A^naur- 
laur cdF* facrilegt might, .indeed, be: heanl 
a]t)Qng.theiia!n^io3l or inlSece£bed few : But the 
religiotfar.hwrdr in tvhich the Priefthood had 
epvdpp^d it;^ robberibs, h^ lohg becadifpel- 
led, god It J*^s refelved for Mr. BuHce tore* 
n^jv'ithaft.c.i?y offacrilegc, which, in thedark^ 
nefa of /fbj^'Exteenth century, > had ref0unde4 
in T9un. Ifo man can be expefted to oppofc 
argun^wits t^ -epithets. When a definition ot 
facrilege is giyen, confiftent with good logic 
ami plain l^glifli, it will be time.enough to 
difcui^.it-. Till that definition (with the Gretk 
Calends } comes, I Ihould as ibon<lirpttte about 
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the ittfiahiiig: olfaci-Uegeasabobt that t£l3Sfd^ 
or witchraft. ' li. 



VL The whole fdojedi is indeed; £b evident^ 
that little divcrfity of opinion could havcrarifen^ 
if die. qutition oS chimii fin>p^itf ;had:4ibc 
been CDn^suaded^ with: the daioiSi^ t^e frt^ 
ient ificuiiifaeats.. 'Ther di^n^liion/ tbbii^ 
Rcifehef ftatedbjr Mr.>Bdrke nor M;^Calbtine; 
isiexironely fimffe.^^^ ^he State*! ist the fit&^ 
pnetoclof: the Clhinickjreren^es^biit ie^:^^ 
k may^bc :iairf^ i$.plcdgied to thofe^hohaV« 
enteredr inCo the Churdi, for' the- c^ftoiahu-i 
aoce of thofe. itax:omes, for ^hich the^ ab^^ 
donad an other purlbitSi l^he^ f i^t -of th^ 
State to arrange at its pleaftiro the revenitei 
of any future Priefts nia(y be confeffed^ • white 
X donabt may be emtert-ained, wherfHsif ' it . ii 
OOTopetent to change the fortune oP tBeift td 
whom it has folem nly p*0Kiifed 'a -cirtaih in-^ 
^me for -life. But t&efe di^mdfc fubje^i 
h^v^ bten confouftdddf that fjrmpatky ^tth 
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fbffefing individuals might influfence oplnioa 
on ^ general queftion, that feeling for the 
degradation of its hierarchy might fupply the 
place of argument to eftablifh the property of 
the Church. To cbiifidfer this fubjed dif* 
titi6tly it cannot be denied, that the mildeft^ 
the moft equitable, and the moft ufual expe*^ 
dient of poliflifed States in periods of emer- 
gency, is the reduSi'wn of the falaj'ies of their 
fervdnts^ pnd the fapfrejfton of fuperfiuous places^ 
T^his and no more has been done regarding 
the Church of France. Civil, naval, and 
railitai-y fervants of the State are fubjed to 
fiich retrenchments in a moment of difficulty. 
T^hey often cannot be efFeAed without a 
wound tb individuals* ; neither can tte re-^ 
form of a civil office, nor the reduction of a 
regiment : But all men who enter into the 
public fervice mufl do fo with the implied 
condition of fubjefting their emoluments, 

^ .Tl)is b preoi&ly the cafe of << Jkmmm abfji^ i^it&ia.** 
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and even their official exiftence, to the exi- 
gencies of the State. The great grievance of 
fuch derangements is the fliock they give to 
family fentiments. This is. precluded by the 
compulfory celibacy of the Romifh Church ; 
and when the debts of the Clergy are incor- 
porated with thofe of the State, and their fub- 
fiftence infured by moderate incomes, though 
fcnfibility may, in the leaft retrenchment, 
find fomewhat to lament, juftice will, in the 
whole of thefe arrangements, difcover little 
to condemn. To the individual members of 
the Church of France, whofe hopes and en- 
joyments have been abridged by this reliimp- 
tion, no virtuous mind will refufe the tri- 
bute of its fympathy and its regrets. Every 
man of humanity muft wi(h, that public ex- 
igencies had permitted the French Legifla- 
tore to fpare the income of prefent incam- 
bents, and more efpecially of thofe whom 
they ftill continued in the difcharge of aftivc 
functions. But thefo fentiments imply no 
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for row at the downfall of a great Corporation^ 
the determined and implacable enemy of free* 
dom ; at the conrerfion of an imtnenfe pub-^ 
lie property to national ufe, noi* at the reduce 
tion of a ferVile and imperious Priefthood to 
humble utility, as the moral and religious in- 
ftruflofs of ntiankind. The attainment of 
thefe great objefts confble us for the portiort 
of evil that Was, perhaps, infepardble frorti 
them, and will be jiiftly admired by a pofte- 
rlty too i-emote to be mbved by thefe minute 
affllaions^ or to be afflifted by any thing but yy^ 
their general fplendor. The enlightened ob-^ 
ferver of an age thus diftant will contemplate 
with peculiar aftonifliment, the rife^ progrefs, 
decay, and downfall * of fpiritual power in 
Chriftiait Europe. It will attraft his atten- 

^ Did we not dread the ridicule of pbliticsd pre£<^0Q, it 
would not fecmdiflScult toaflSgn its period.— Church power 
(anlefe fomc Reyolution^ aufpicious to t^rieflcraft, fliould 
replunge Europe in ignorance) Mrill certainly not fiirvir^^ 
the nin^ct^cnth century, 
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tion us an appearance which {lands alone in 
hiftory* Its connexion in all ftages of its pro- 
grefs with the civil power will peculiarly oc- 
cupy his mind. He will remark the unpre- 
fuming humility by which it gradually gained 
the favour and divided the power of the Ma- 
giftratc; the haughty and defpotiq tone in 
which it afterwards gave law to Sovereigns 
^d fubjcds ; the zeal with which, in the firft 
dcfperatc moments of decline, it armed the 
people againft the Magiftrate, and aimed at 
re-eftablifliing fpiritual defpotifin on the ruins 
of civil order; and thje afylum which it at 
Uft found againft the hoftilities of reafon in 
the perogarives of temporal defpotifm, of 
which it had fo long been the implacable foe. * 

The firft and laft of thefe periods will prove, 
that the Priefthood are fervilely devoted when 
they ar? weak. The fecond and third, that 
they ar? dangcroufly ambitious when ftrongv 
In a ftate of feeblenefs, they are dangerous to 
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liberty ; prsffctkd of powir, they are danger- 
ous to civil government itfelf. But the laft 
periad of their progrefs will appear peculiarly 
conpe^ed v^^ith the ftate of France. There 
was no protection for the opulence and ex- 
iftence * of the European I^riefthood in an 
enlightened pdriod^ but the throne. It 
fdrmed the only bulwark againft the inroads 
of reafon: for the fuperftition which once 
formed their power was gone. Around the 
Throne therefore they rallied. To the Mo- 
narch they transferred the devotion which 
had formerly attached them to the Church, and 
the fiercenefs of prieftly -f- zeal was fucceed- 
ed in their bofoms by the more peaceful fenfii 
ments of a courtly and poliflied fervility. Such 
is, in a greater or lefs degree, the prefent condi- 
tion of the Church in every nation of Europe ; v 
yet France has been reproached for the diifolu- 

♦ I alwjiys underftand their corporate^ cxiftcnce. 
t Odium Theokglcum. 
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tion of fuch a body. It might as well be 
maintained, th^t in her conquefts over dcfpof 
tifin, ihe ought to have fpared the flrongeft 
fiDrtreffes and moft faithful troops^ of her ad-? 
vcrfary. Such in truth, were the corpora^? 
tiqns of the Nobility and the Church* The 
National Affernbly enfured pprnianence to 
their eftabliflirtaents, by difmantling the for- 
treffes, and difbanding the troops of their van- 
qu^lhed foe. 

In the few remarks that are here ipade oa 
the Nobility and Clergy of France, we CQn-{ 
fiiie ourfelves ftriflly to their political and 
c(^l^£live charaftcr. Mr. Burke, on the conr 
prary, has grounded his eloquent apology 
purely on their individual and moral chara^en 
-This hqwever is totally irrelevant to the quef- 
I tion, for we are not difcuffing what, place 
they ought to occupy in fpciety as individuals, 
but as a body. We are not confidering the 
demerit of citizens whom it is fit to punifh, 
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but the fpirit of a body which it is politic to 
diflblve. We are not contending that the 
Nobility and Clergy were in their private ca- 
pacity bad citi25efcs, but that they were mem- 
bers of corporations which could not be pre- 
fcrved with fecurity to public freedom. 

The Judicial AriftoCracy formed by the 
Parliaments, feems ftill lefs fufceptible of 
union with a free Government. Their fpirit 
and claims were equally incompatible with 
liberty. They had imbibed a fpirit conge- 
nial to the authority uiider which they had 
a6ted, and fuitable to the arbitrary genius of 
the \aws which they had difpehfed. They re- 
tained thofe ambiguous and indefinite claims 
to a Ihare in the legiflation, which the fluc- 
tuations of power in the kingdom had in fbme 
degree countenanced. The Spirit of a corpora^ 
tton was from the fmallnefs of their numbers 
more conanirtited and vigorous in them than 
in the Nobles and Clergy ; and whatever arif- 
G 4 , tocratic 
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tocratic s^eal is laid to the charge of the NoU« 
Uty, is imputable with teufdd force to the eth 
nohJcd Ma^iftratesy who regarded their recent 
lionors with an enthufiafm of vanity, inipired 
by that bigotted veneration for rank wh^ch ist 
the perpetual charai3:er of uj^rts. A free; 
people could not form its tribunals of men 
"ffiho pretended to any controul ontheljegifla-r 
ture. Courts of Juftice, in which fcats were 
legally purchafed, had too long been endured ; 
Judges who regarded the right of difpenfiftg 
juftice as a marketable commodity, could net-* 
thei be fit organs of equitable laws^ nor fi«t- 
able magiftrates for a fi;ee State. It is ytio. 
to urge with Mr. Burke the paft fervicjes of 
thefe judicial bpda^a. It is not to b^ denied 
th^ Montefqui^u. is corre<9:, when he ftatea, 
that under bad Governments one ab^fe often 
,ji.mita apQthen The ufurped authority of 
the Parliaments fprmed, it is true, ipt^ h^ , 
wark agaifiil the caprice of the Court. Bot 
when the abqlij is deflroyed, why preferve the 
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remSal ewtf Swperftition certainly allcjvktef 
the defpotifm of Turkey ; but if a rational 
G6verpmei>t could W ercdted m that empire, 
\t might with confidence difclaim the aid of 
the Koran, and defpife the renaonftranccs^ ^ of 
the Mvifti. To fuch eftahliflimehts, let us 
pay the tribute of gratity<fc for patt benefit ; 
hut when their utility no longer cxifts, let 
i^^^a^ be canonized by deaths that their, ad* 
mirers may be indulgied in ail the pknitudfi ctf 
pofthumous veneration. 

Il The three Ariftocracie?,, Military, Sacer- 
dotal, and Judicial, may be confidered as hav* 
jpg formed the French Governinent. Thtf 
have appeared, fo far as we have confidered 
them, incorrigible* All attempts to improve 
them would have been little better thant (to 
ufe the words of Mr. Burke) '*^mcan repara-* 
tions on^ mighty ruijajs.'* They were hot pert 
.verted by the accidental depravity of their 
1 members. They were not infe^ed by any 

tranfient 



Digitized by 



Google 



( ^«^ ) 

tianfient paffion, which new circumftanccs 
would extirpate* The fault was in the eflente 
of the inftkutions themfelves, which were 
irreconcileable with a free Government. But 
it is objeded, thefe inftitutions might have 
* been gradually reformed^. The fpirit of 
Freedom would have filently entered. The 
progreffive wifdom of an enlightened nation 
would have remedied, in procefs of time, their 
defers, without convulfion. 

To this argument I confidently anfwer, 
that thefe injiitutiens would have deftroyed ' 
I;iBERTY, before Liberty had corredied their 
Spirit. Power vegetates with more vigour 
after thefe gentle prunings. A flender reform 
,amufes and lulls the people ; the popular en- 
thufiafm fubfides, and the moment of effec- 
tual reform is irretrievably loft. No impor- 
tant political improvement was ever obtained 

* See Mr. Burke's Reflexions, p. 248 — 5t. 
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ill a period of traiwjuillity. The corrupt in- 
tereft of the Governors is fo ftrong, and the 
cry of the people fo feeble, that it were vain 
to expeft it. If the effervefcence of the po- 
pular mind is fufFcred to pafs away without 
efFcft, it would be abfurd to expcd from lan- 
gupr what enthufiafm has not obtained. If 
radical reform, is not, at fuch a moment, pro- 
cured, all partial changes are evaded and de- 
feated in the tranquility which fuccecds*. 
The gradual reform that arifes from the pre- 
iiding principle exhibited in the fpecious the- 
ory, of Mr. Burke, is belied by the experience 
of all ages. Whatever excellence, whatever 
freedom is difcoverable in Governments, has 
been infufed into them by the fliock of a 

* " Ignore-t-on que c'eft en attaquant, en rehverfant tous 

les abus a la fois, qu'on peut efperer de s'en voir delivrc fant 

fetour-*-qi|e lesreformes lentes & partielles oiit toujoursfini 

par ne rien reformer : enfin que Tabus que I'on confervc 

devicnt Tappui & bientot le reft^iurateur de tousceux qu*on 

Cfoioit avoir detruits.'' — Adrefje aux Francois par PEvequi 

d^Autun — II Fevrier 1790. 
'''^ revolution, 
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revolution, and their fubfequent progrefs hai 
been only the accumulation of abufe. It is 
hence that the moft enlightened politicians 
have recognized the neceflity oi frequently re-^ 
calling Governments to their Jirjl principles ; a 
truth equally fuggefted to the penetrating in- 
telledk of Machiavel, by his experience of the 
Florentine democracy, and by his fefearch 
into the hiftory of ancient Commo«iwealths» 
— ^Whatever is good ought to be purfued at 
the moment it is attainable. The public 
voice, irrefiftible in a period of convulfion, is 
contemned with impunity, when dilated by 
that lethargy into which nations are lulled by 
the tranquil courfe of their ordinary afEiirs. 
I The ardor of reform languifhes in unfup- 
[ ported tedioufnefs. It perilhes in an impo- 
I tent ftruggle with adverfaries, who receive 
I new ftrength from the progrefs of the day. 
No hope of great political improvement (let 
us repeat it) is to be entertained from tran- 
^ quility, 
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quility*, for its natural operation is to 
ftrengthen all thofe who are interefted in 
perpetuating abufe. The National Affembly 
feized the moment of eradicating the corrup- 
tions and abqfes which afflifted their country* 
: Their reform was total, that it might- be 
I commenfurate with the evil, and no part of 
\ it was delayed^ becaufe to fpare an abufe at 
I fuch a period was to confecrate it ; becaufe 
\ the enthufiafm which carries nations to fuch 

A 

t 

I enterprizes is Ihort-lived,^ and the opportunity 
of reform, if once negleftcd, might be irrevo- 
cably fled. 

But let us afcend to more general princi- 
ples, and hazard bolder opinions. Let us 
grant that the ftate of France was not f9 

^ ^ The only apparent exception to this principle is the 
cafe w&tre Sovereigns make important concci&ons toappeafe x 
difcontent, and avert convulfion. This, however, rightly 
tinderftood, is no exception, for it arifes evidently from the 
iame caufes, afling at a period Icfe advanced in the progrefs 
of popular intcrpofition. x 
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dcfpcrately incorrigible. Let us fuppofe that 
changes far more gentle, innovations far lefs 
cxtenfive, would have remedied the groflcr 
evils of her Government, and placed it almoft 
on a level with free and celebrated Conftitu- 
tions. Thefe conceffions, though too large 
for truth, will not convidt the Affembly. By 
what principle of reafon, or of juftice, were 
they precluded from afpiring to give France a 
Government lefs imperfed, than accident had 
formed in other States ? — ^Who will be hardy 
enough to affert, that a better Conftitution 
is not attainable than any which has hitherto, 
appeared ? Is the limit of human wifdom to 
be eflimated in the fcience of politics alone> 
by the extent of its prefent attainments ? Is 
the moft fublime and difficult of all arts, the 
improvement of the focial order^ the allevia- 
tion of the miferies of the civil Condition of 
man, to be alone Ifetionary, amid the rapi5 
progrefs of every other art, liberal and vul- 
gar, to perfedion ? Where would be the 
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atrocious guilt of a grand experiment, to af- 
certain the portion of freedom and happinefe, 
that can be created by political inftitutions ? 

- That guilt (if it be guilt) is imputable to 
^the National Affemhlj^ of France. They are 
accufed of having I'ejefted the guidance of ex-^ 
perience, of having abandoned themfelves ta 
the illufion of theory; and of having facri- 
ficed great and attainable good to the magni- 
ficent chimeras of ideal excellence. If this 
accufation be juft, if they have indeed aban- 
doned experience p the bafis of human know- 
ledge, as well as the guide of human a<ftion, 
their Conduft deferves no longer any fcrious 
argument ; and if (as Mr. Burke more than 
onpe infinuates) their contempt of it is 
avowed and ofteniatious, it was furely un- 
I worthy of him to have expended fo much 
f genius againft fo prepofterous an infinity. 
I But the explanation of terms will diminiih 
* our wonder. — Experience may, both in the: 
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\ arts and in the conduft of human life, be re* 
/^»/^//r,^ gardcd in a double view, either as finifliinj z p 
models^ or principles. .An artift who frames 
his machine in exaft imitation of his prede- 
celfor, is in thtjirji fenfe faid to be guided by 
experience. In this fenfe all improvements 
of human life, have been dotations from ex- 
perience. The firfl vifionary innovator wai 
the favage who built a cabin, or covered him- 
lelf with a rug. If this be experience, man iJ 
degraded to the unimpfoveable level of the 
inilin^tive animak — But in the fecond ac- 
ceptation, an artifl is iaid to be guided by ex- 
cxpericncc, when the infpeftion of a machine 
difcovers to him principles, which teach him 
to improve it, or when the Comparifon of 
many both with «fped to their excellencies 
and defers, enables^ him to fi*aihe another 
more perfedl machine, different from any hd 
had examined. In this, littef itm^^^ ^he N^- 
tiond AfTcmbly have perpetually availed 
themfelvee of experience* Hiftory is an irti- 
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menfe coUedioii of* experiments 6n the nature 
and efFe^ of the various parts of various Go- 
vernments. Some inftitutions are experiment 
tally afcertained to be beneficial ; fomd to be 
moft indubitably deftrudtive* A third clafs^ 
which produces partial good, obvioufly poflefs . 
the capacity of improvement. What, on fudh 
a furvey, was the di6late of enlightehed ex- 
perience ? — ^Not furely to follo\V the model of 
any of thofe Governments, in which thefc 
inftitutions lay indifcriminately mingled ; but^ 
like the mechanic, to compare atid generalize j 
and, guided equally by experience^ to imitate 
and rejeft. The procefs is in both cafes the 
fame* The rights and the natjire of man are 
to the Legiflator what the genefal properties 
of matter are to the Mechanic, the fif ft guide, 
becaufe they are founded on the widcft expe-* 
rience. In the feCond clafs are to be ranked 
cibfervations on the excellencies anddefedls of 
thofe Governments which have exifted, th?t 
teach the conftruftion of a more perfcft ma* 
H chine 
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chine. But experience is the basis of 
ALL. Not the puny and trammelled expe- 
rience of a State/man by trade^ who trembles 
at any change in the tricks which he has been 
taught, or the routine in which he has been 
accuftomed to move, but an experience liberal 
, and enlightened, which hears the teftimony 
of ages and nations, and collefts from it the 
general principles which regulate the mccha- 
nifm of fociety. 

Legiflators are under no obligation to retain 
a conftitution, becaufe it has been found " to^ 
*' lerably to anfwer the common purpofes of 
" Government/' It is abfurd to expe£i^ but it 
is not abfurd to purfue perfeftion. It is ab« 
furd to acqiiiefce in evils, of which the re- 
ipedy is 6bvioiis,^beCaUJfetbey iirelefs grievous 
than thdfe which are endured by others* To 
fuppofe the fecial order is npt capable of im- 
' p^Qvdment from the progrefs of the human 
► wnderftanding, is to betray the inconfiftent 

abfurdity 
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abfurdity of an arrogant confidence in our at** 
tainmentSj and an abjeft diftruft of our powers. 
If indeed the fum of evil produced by political 
inftitutions, even in the leaft imperfed Go- 
vernments, were fmall, there might be fome 
pretence for this dread of innovation, this hor- 
ror at remedy, which has raifed fuch a cla- 
mour over Europe : But, on the contrary, ia 
an eftimate of the fources of human mifery^ 
after granting that one portion is to be attri- 
buted to difeafe, and another to private vices, 
it might perhaps be found that a tMrJ equal 
part arofe from the oppreflions and corruptions 
of Grovernment, difguiled under various forms. 
All the Governments that nftw exift in the 
world (except the United States of America) 
have been fortuitoufly formed* They are the 
produce of chance, not the work of art. They 
have been altered, impaired, improved and de- 
ftroyed by accidental clrcumftances, beyond 
the forefight or controul of wifdom. Their 
parts thrown up againft prefent emergencies 
H % formed 
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formed no fyftematic whole. It was certainly 
not to have been prefumcd, that thefeyir- 
iuitcus Governments (hould have furpaffed the 
works of intelled, and precluded all nearer 
approaches to perfeftidn. Their origin with- 
out doubt futnifhes a ftrong prefumption of an 
oppofite nature. It might teach us to expe£fc 
in them many difcordant principles, many 
jarring forms, much unmixed evil, and much 
imperfc£t good, many inftitutions which had 
long furvived their motive, and many of 
which reafon had never been the author^ nor 
utility the objeft. Experience, even in fie 
beji of thefe Governments ^ accords With fuch 
expeftations. 

A Governmeftt of arty the work of legifla^ 
tive intclleA, reared on the immutable bafi§ 
df natural right and general happinefs, which 
fhould combine the excellencies, and exclude 
the dcfedts of the various conftitutions which 
chance bad fcattered over the world, inftead 
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of being precluded hy the perfecSSon of any 
of thofe forma^ was loudly, demanded by the 
injuftiCe and abfurdity of them all. It was 
time that men (houH karn to tolerate nothing 
, ancient that reafon docs not re^eft, and to 
fhrink from no novelty to which reafon may 
conduift. It was time that the human powers, 
fo long occupied by fubordihate objedls, and 
inferior arts, fhould mark the commencement 
of a new sera in hiftory, by giving birth to the 
art of improving government, and imcreafing 

the civil happinefs of man. It was time, as 
it has been wifely and eloquently faid, that 
Legiflators, inftead of that narrow and daf- 
tardly coajiing which never ventures to lofe 
light of ufage and precedent, (hould, guided 
by the polarity of reafon, hazard a bolder na- 
vigation, and difcover, in unexplored regions, 
the treafure of public felicity. 

The talk of the French Legiflators was, 
however, lefs hazardous. The philofophers of 
H 3 Europe 
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Europe hadfor a century dilcuffcd all ot)je<9ts 
of public oeconomy. The conviftion of ^ 
great majority of enlightened men had, after 
many controverfies, become on moft queftions 
of general politics, uniform. A degree of 
certainty, perhaps nearly equal ^o that which 
fuch topics will admit, had been attained^ 
The National Affembly were therefore not 
called on to make difcoveries. It was fuffi-» 
cient if they were not uninfluenced by the opi- 
nions, nor exempt from the fpirit of their 
age. They were fortunate enough to live in 
g period when it was only neceffary to affix 
the ftamp of l^ws to what had been prepared 
by the refearch of philofophy. They will 
here, however, be attacked by a futile com-r 
I jnon-place. The moft fpecious theory^ it will 
h b? faid, is often imprafticable, and any at-f 
|tempt to transfer fpecula^ive doctrines into 
? the praftice of States is chinierical and frantic. 
If by theory be underftood vague conjedure, 
the objedion js not worth difcuflioq; but if 
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by theory be meant inference from the nioral 
nature and political ftate of man, then I af- 
fert, that whatever fuch theory pronounces 
to be true, muft be pradHcable, and that 
whatever on the fubjeft is imprafticable, muft 
be falfe. To refume the illuftration from the 
mechanical art& — Geometry, it may be juftly 
faid, bears nearly the fame relation to mecha- 
nics that abftraft rcafoning does to politics*. 
The moral forces which are employed in poli- 
tics are the paffions and int^refts of men, of 
which it is the province of metaphyfics to 
teach the nature and calculate the ftrength, 
as mathematics do thofe of the mechanical 
powers. Now fuppofe it had been mathema- 
tically proved, that by a certain alteration in 

* I confefs my obligation for thi$ parallel to a learned 
friend, who though fo juftly admired in the republic of let- 
ters for his excellent writings, is ftill more fo by his friends 
for the rich, original, and mafculine turn of thought that 
animates his converfation. But the Continuator of " the 
^» Hiftory of Phillip IIl.''^ little needs my praife, 

H 4 the 



Digitized by 



Google 



( IZO ) 

the ftru^ure of amachine, its effcSt would bt 

mpreafed faur^fdd^ wopld an inftruded luc-f 

chapic hcfitatc about the change \ Would he 

be deterred 9 becaufe he was Uticjirji tp dtfco<r 

yer it ? Would he thus facrifice his own ad^ 

vantage to the blindpefs x>i his predecefibrs^ 

and the obftinacy of his cotemporaries ?-*-Lct 

JU8 fuppoie a whole nation^ of whidithe ar-t 

I tizans thus rejeded theoretical improvenicQt. 

I Mechanics niight there, as ^JciencCi be moil 

I profoundly underftood, while as an 0rt^ it 

* exhibited iwthing but rudenefs and barbarifib. 

The principles of Newton and Archipaedes 

inight be taught in the fchools, while the ar^ 

chite^ture of the people might not have 

mcbed beyond the cabins of New Holland^ 

or ^he ihip-buildhig of the Efquimaux. In a 

ftate of political fcience fomcwhat limilar has 

Europe continued for a great part of the 

eighteenth cei^tury*. 

^ Mechai^di becaufe no paffion or intereft is concerned 
in the gerpetu^ty of ahufe, always yield to fcientific im- 
provement 
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AH the gr<5at qudfti<^s of geaeral politiGs 
I l»d, as We have remarked, been nearly decided, 
[ttidalmofl all. the deciiions bad been hpflile to 
[eftahliflied inftitutiens-— yet thefe inftitutions 
'ftill flouriflied in all their vigcatr. The fame 
man who cultivated liberal fcience in his ca- 
binet was compelled to adminifter a barba- 
rous jurifpru4ence on the bench. The fiimc 
MoNTESQiJiEi;, who at Paris reafoned as a 
philofopber of the eighteenth, was compelled 
to decide, at 'Boiirdeayx as a magiftrate of the 

(fourteenth century, Theapofliesof tderation 
and the rainifters of the loquifition Werecotem* 
poraricsw The torture continued to be pra<Stif* 

provement. Politics, for the contrary reafon, always refift 
it. It was the remark of Hobbcs, that if any intercft or 
paffion wer^ concerned in diQmting the theorems of geome- 
try, diflferent opinions would be maintained regarding them. 
It has aftually happened (as if to juftify the remark of that 
great man) that under the adminiftration of Turcot a 
financial reform^ grounded on a mathematical demonjlration 
was derided as vijionary nonfenfe! So much for the fage pre- 
ference of praftice to theory. 
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Icd in the age of Beccaria, The Baftile dc- 
Toured its viftims in the couritry of Turgdtr 
The criminal code, even of nations in whidi 
it was: the mildeft, was oppreflive and favage. 
The laws refpe<9ing religious opinion, evca 
where there was a pretended toleration, out- 
raged the moft evident deduftions of realbiu 
The true principles of commercial policy, 
though they had be^i reduced to demonftra- 
tion, influenced the councils of no State. 
Such was the fantaftic fpe£l;acle prcfcnted by 
the European nations, who, philofophers in 
theory, and barbarous in pra£lice, exhibited 
to the obferving eye two oppofite and incon* 
fiftent afpeds of manners and opinions. But 
fuch a State carried in itfelf the feeds of its 
own deftrudion. Men will not long dwell 
in hovels, with the model of a palace before 
their eyes. 

A State approaching to it in fome meafure 
exifled indeed in the ancient worlds But the 
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art of Printing had not then provided a chan* 
ncl by which the opinions of the learned paft 
infenfibly into the popular nnind. A bulwark 
then exifted between the body of mankind 
and the refledling few. They were diftinft 
nations, inhabiting the fame country, and the 
opinions of the one (I (peak comparatively with 
modern times) had little influence on the 
other. But that bulwark is now levelled with 

I the ground.-^The convi<Jlions of philofophy 
infinuate themfelves by a flow, but certain 
progrefs, into popular fentiment. It is vaia 
for the arrogance of learning to condemn the 
people to ignorance by reprobating {uperflcial 
knowledg^-*The people cannot be profound, 
but the truths which regulate the moral and 
political relations of man, are at no great 
diftance from the furface. The great v/orks 
in which difcoverics are contained cannot be 
read by the people ; but their fubfl:ance pafles 
* through a variety of minute and circuitous 
^channels to the ihop and the hamlet. The 
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Convcrfion of thefe works of unprodu^ve 
^lendor into latent ufe and unobfervcd ac- 
tivity, refcmbles the procefs of nature in the 
extern^ world. The expanfe of a noble lake, 
the courfe of a majeftic river, impofes on the 
imagination by every imprcffion of dignity and 
fublimity. But it is the mmfture that infenfi-^ 
bly arifes from them, which, gradually nmig<^ 
li^ig with the foil, nourifltesalitheluxuriancy 
of vegetation, frudifies and adorns the furfacft 
of the earth. 



It may then be remarked, that though libe- 
ral opinions fo long exifted with abufive eftab* 
liihments, it was not natural that this ftate of 
things ihould be permanent. The philofopbers 
pf antiquity did not, like ArchiMedes, want 
a fpot on which to fix their engines, but they 
wanted an engine to move the moral world. 
The prefs is that engine, which has fubjeded 
the powerful to. the wife, by governing the 
opinion of mankind. The difcuffion of great 
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truths has prepared a body of laws for tKe 
I National Aflembly. The difFufion of political 
knowledge has almoji prepared a people to re- 
ceive them, and good men are at length per- 
mitted to indulge the hope^ that the miferies 
of the human race are about to be alleviated ; 
that hope may be illufive, for the grounds of 
its enemies are ftrong, the folly and villainy 
of men . Yet they who entertain it will feel 
no ihame in defeat, and no envy of the trium- 
phant prediction of their adverfaries.. Meher^ 
cule malim cum Platone err are. A53iatever be 



I the ultimate fate of the French Revolutionifts, 
I the friends of freedom muft ever confider 
I them as the authors of the greateft attempt 
\ that has hitherto been made in the caufe oF 
I man. They never can ccafe to rejoice, that 
, in the long catalogue of calamities and crimes 
I which blacken human annals, the year 17S9 
I prefents one fpot on which the eye of huma- 
nity may with complacence dwell* 
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SECTION II. 



Of the Compojitton and CbaraBer of the 
NjftlONJL ASSEMBLY. 

EVENTS are rarely feparated by the 
Hiftorian from the charafter of thofe 
who are confpicuous iii conducing thenu 
From it alone they often receive the tinge 
which determines their moral colour.—— 
What is admired as noble pride in Sully, 
would be , execrated as intolerable arrogance 
in RicHLiEU. But the degree of this influ- 
ence varies with the importance ^f the events. 
— In the ordinary affairs of State it is great, 
becaufe in faft they are only of importance to 
poftetity, as they illuftrate the charadlers of 
thofe who have afted diftinguifhed parts on the 
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theatre of the world* But in events, whkh 
themfelves are of immenfe magnitude, the 
charafter of thofe who coridud fhem becomes' 
of far lefs relative importance. No ignominy 
is at the prefent day reflefked on the Revo- 
lution of 1688 from the ingratitude of 
Churchill, or the treachery of Sunderland* 
The purity of Somers, and the profligacy of 
Spencer are equally loft in the fplendor of that 
great tranfaftion, in the fenfe of its benefits, 
and the admiration of its juftice. No moral 
impreffion remains pn our mind, but that 
whatever voice fpeaks truth, whatever hand 
eftabli(hes freedom, delivers the oracles and 
difpenfes the gifts of God. 

If this be true of the depofition of James 
II. it is for more fo of the French Reyolu - /^^ _ 
tion. Among many circumftances which dit- . 
tinguiflied that event, as unexampled in hif- 
\ toty^ it was none of the leaft extraordinary, 
that it might truly be faid to have been a 
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I Revolution without Leaders. It wa$ the 
cfiedJ: of general caufes operating on the 
people. It was the revolt of a nation enlight- 
ened from a common fource. Hence it has 
derived its peculiar charafter, and hence the 
merits of the moft confpicuous individuals 
have had little influence on its progrefs. — 
The character of the National Aflembly is of 
fecondary importance indeed. But as Mr* 
Burke has expended fo much inve£liveagainft 
that body, a few ftriflures on his account of 
it will not be improper* 

The reprefentation of the third eftate was, 
as he juftly flates, compofed of Lawyers, Phy^ 
ficians, Merchants, Men of Letters, Tradef- 
men and Farmers. The choice was indeed 
limited by neceffity, for except men of thefe 
ranks and profeffioiis, t\it people had no obje£ks 
of eledion, the Army and the Church being 

cngroffed by the Nobility. -^^ No veftige 

of the landed intereft of the country appeared 
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I** in this reprefentatidn/'-^For an obvious ^ 
reafon— ^-Becaufe thet Nobiliiy of France, like 
the Gentry of England, fortndd almoft excTu* 
lively the landed intereft of the kingdom.*--* 
Thefeprofeflions then Could only furnifh Re- 
prefentatives for the l^ers £/^/.-*-They form 
the majority of that middle rank among whom 
almoft all the fenfe and virtue of fociety fe* 
fide. Their pretended incapacity for political 
affiiirs is an arrogant fidion of Statefmen 
which the* hiftory of Revolutions has ever be-^ 
lied.'Thefe emergencies have never failed to 
create politicians . The fubtle counfellors of 
Philip 11. w^re baffled by the Burgomaftcfs of 
Amfterdam and Leyden. The oppreiSon of 
^England fummoned into exiftence a race of 
IStatefmen in her Colonics. The lawyers 6f 
Bofton, and the planters of Virginia, Wero 
ti^ansformed into minifters and negociators^ 
who pYoVed themfelves inferior neither in 
wifdbm a$ Icgiflators, nor in dexterity as po- ' 
litoqans> Thefe fa£l;s evince that the powers 
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of fnahkmd have bccrl imjuftly dcpMciatid^ 
thfe difficulty of Political affairs artfully m^- ' 
Jiified, and that there fexifts a quantity of ta- 
lent /atenf among men, which ever rifes to 
the level of the great occafions that call it 
forth. 

But the predominance of the profeffion ot 
the laW) that profeffion which teaches men 
*' to augur mif-government at a diftaiice, and 
" fnuff the approach of tyranny in every 
•' tainted breeze,*'* was the fatal fourcc from 
Xvhieh^ if we may believe Mr* Burke, have 
ari fen the cakmities of Frahce. The majo^ 
?ity of the Third Eftate was indeed compofed 
of lawyers* Their talehfs of public fpeaking, 
and their prdfeffional llabits of eHamining 
queftions atlilOgous to thofe of politics, rfett- 
dered Ihem the moft probable ofe^e<5s of popuH 
kr choice, especially in a ik/pfrtk -cetmtryf 
where ^litieal f|>e^ulation Was ae aatur^ 

^ Mr. fiarkt^fe i3i)€ed5r tfe Arttericah AflSird, 177^^ • 
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amtfeitieht for the Icifure of opulence^ B\il 
it does not appear that the majority of them 
confifted of the unlearned, mechanical mem- 
bers of the profeflion^. From the lift of th6 
States General, it fhould feem that the majo-^ 
rity were provincial advocates^ a name of very 
different import from country attorneys ^ and 
whofe importance is not to be eftimated by 
|)Urely Englijh ideas* 

AXlforenJic talent and eminence is here con* 
centered in the capital* But in France, the 
ihftitution of circuits did not exift. The pro^ 
Vinces were imperfedly united, their laws va- 
rious, their judicatures diftin£t, and alilloft in* 
dependent* Twelve br thirteen ParliittietitS 
formed as many circles of advocates, who 
iiearly emulated in learning and eloqueilce the 
t^arifian Bar; This difperfion of talent was in 

* See an accurate lUt of them in; Ac Supplement to thi 
'Journal de Parish 31ft of May, 1789, 
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fomc refpeft alfo the neceffary effed of the 
immenfity of the kingdom. No liberal man 
will in England beftow on the Iriih and Scot- 
tiih bar the epithet provincial with a view of 
degradation. The Parliaments of many Pro* 
vinces in France, prefentcd as wide afield for 
talent as the Supreme Courts of Ireland and 
Scotland. The Parliament of Rennes, for 
example, difpenfed juftice to a Province which 
contained two million three hundred thoufand 
inhabitants* ; a population equal to that of 
fome refpeftable kingdoms of Europe. The 
Cities of Bordeaux, Lyons> and Marfeilles, 
furpafs in wealth and population Copenhagen, 
Stockholm, Peterfburg, and Berlin. Such 
were the theatres on which .the Provincial 
Advocates of France purfued profeffional fame* 
A general Convention of the Britilh empir^ 
would yield perhaps as diilinguiflied a place to 

* See a Report of the Population of France to tlic Na- 

. tional Affembly, by M. Biron de la Tour, Engineer ao^L 

Geographer to the King, lyga 
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CuRRAN and Erskine, and the other emi- 
iient and accompliflied barrifters of Dublin and 
JEdinburgh, as to thofc of the capital. And 
on the fame principles have the "Thourets and 
ChapeJiers of Roucriy and R^nnes^ acquired as 
great an afcendant in the National Aflembly 
as the 2^r^^/jand Camus ^ of the Parifian bar. 

The proof that this ^^ facultf^ influence, as 
Mr. Burke chufes to phrafe it,was notinjuri- 
oufly predominant, is to be found in the de- 
crees of the Affembly rcfpeding the judicial 
Order. It muft on his fyftem have been their 
pbjeft to have eftablifhed what he calls " a 
** litigious Conftitution.'* The contrary has 
fo notorioufly been the cafe, all their decrees 
have fo obvioufly tended to leflen the impor- 
tance of lawyers, by facilitating arbitrations,^ 
by the adoption of juries, by (Uipinifhing the 
cxpence and tedioufnefs of fuits, by the de^ 
ftru£lion of an intricate and barbarous jurif- 
prudence, and by the fimplicity introduced 
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into all judicial procMdiags^ that thair fyfteon 
^9» been accufed of a diredl teiuieticy to extin** 
guifli the profeffion qf the law* A fyfbm 
^hich may be cx)ndeinned 98 kading to vifii^ 
pnary eyccTs, hut ^hkh cannot be pretended 
to bear very ftrong marks of the fuppofed af<? 
-Cendant of *^ chicsne^^ 

To the lawyers, befldes the parochial der-? 
^, whom Mr. Burke contemptuoaily ftiks 
^* Country Curates^ j^ were added, thqfe No* 
^xlemen whom he fo feverely ftigmatiacs ai 
4?ferters from dieir Order. Yetthcdeputaitiail 
of the Nobility who firft joined the CommonSj^ 
9^nd to whom therefore that title beftb^pngs, 
was not comppfcd of vaea whom defperate 
fe>rtun^s ?tnd profligate ambition prepare £by 
civil confulion. In that number were £3un4 
the he^ds of the moft ancient and opuient fa^ 
?aiiies itt Franccj^ the Rochefoucaults^ the 

^ It tsl&irdljr aecefl^to remail^ diat Curivc^zxx% Rs^or^ 
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Among; them was M. Lally, who ha§ rtfgejv'* 
ed fuch liberial priih from Mr. Bqrke^ md it 
wiU be. difficult to difcoyisr In pae individpal 
of that body any intereft advcrfe to the prefer- ' 
vatioiQQf onder, the fecurity of rank and Wealths 

/ Having thus follovred Mr. Burice in a very 
Aort fk^tch of the clafles of ipen who comv 
pofe the Affembly, let us proceed to coofider 
his jreprefentation of the fpirit and general 
rules which have gpided ij, and which, accord- 
ing to him, have prefided in all the events of 
the Revolution. ** A cabal of philofo|^ic 
*^ Atheifts had confpired the abolition of Chrif^ 
tianity. A monied inter^, who had grown 
** into opulence from the calamities of France^ 
** contemned by the Nobility for their origin, 
and obnoxious to the people by their exac- 
tions, fought the alliance of thefe philofo- 
** phers, by Whofe influence on public opinion 
♦^ they were to avenge themfclves on the Np- 
I4 ' ^^bility, 
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^* bility, ani conciliate the people. The Atlw*^ 
^* ifts were to be gratified with the extirpation 
^^ of religion, and the Stock-jobbers vith thp 
♦* fpoils of the Nobles and the Church. The 
^ prominent features of the Revolution bear 
^* evidence of this league of injpiety and ra^ 
^* pine. The degraded eftabliihmeqt of the 
^^ Church is preparatory to the abolition of 
*^ Chriflianityj and aU the financial operations 
^^ are defigned to fill the coffers of the monicd 
** capitalijis of Paris,'^ Such is the theory of 
Mr. Burke refpedting the fpirit and chara<5tcr 
ef the French Revolution. To feparate the 
portion of truth that gives plapfibility to his 
flatement from ' the falfehood that invefts it 
with all its^horrors, will however neither he 
a tedious nor a difficult talk. 

The commercial, or monied interefl, has 
in all nations of Europe (taken as a body) 
been lefs prejudiced, more liberal, and more 
intelligent, than the landed gentry. Their 

view^ 
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licws are enlarged by a wider intercourfe with 
mankind, and hence die' imptjrtant influence 
of conuTMrcein liberalizing the modem world. 
We cannot wonder then that this enlightened 
dafs of men. ever prove the moft ardent in the 
caufe of freedom, the mofl: zealous for politi- 
cal reform. It is not -wonderful that philofo- 
phy (hould find in them more docile pupils ; 
an^ liberty niobe adive ' friends, than in a 
haughty and prejudiced ariftocracy . The Re- 
volution in 1688 produced th^ fame divifion 
ia England. The monied intereft long form- 
ed the ftrength of Whiggifm^ while a majo- 
rity of the landed gentlemen long continued 
zealous Tories. It is not unworthy of remark, 
tjiat the pamphleteers of Toryifm accused the 
Whigs of the fapae hoftility to religion of 
which Mr. Burke now fuppofes the exiftence 
in France. They predi6ted the deftruclion of 
the Church, and even the downfall of Chrif- 
tianity itfelf from the influx of Heretics, In- 
|idels, and Atheifts;^ which the new Govern- 

meat 
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m^ of En^and prtiic&fii. Thar pMnpUet* 
have pcrifhed with tbe^ topic which, g^vc them 
hirth, hut the talents and feme of Swifd 
have prefwved his^ niiiiich'fiiniifli abundant 
prqof of this coincidence ir^ clamour between 
th? enejniea of the English, juid the detra£tors 
of the French Revolution.; 

I That thp phUofophers, Ike other party- 

in this unwonted alliance between a^ii^nc* 

and literature, in this new union of author! 

and bankers, did prepare the 'Revolu|ion by , 

their writings, it i? the glory of its admirers 

• to avow*. 

* Mr. Burke^s remark on the Englifh Free-thinkers i$ 
onworthy of him. It more refembles Ae rant by which 
Priefts inflame the lagiguid bigotry of their fanatical iidhcp- 
ents, than the ca)m> ingennoaa and aianly lU'lticifmxif a 
philofopher and a fcholar. H^d h^ oi^de exteni^ve^nqui^r 
ries among his learned frjends, he muft have foi^nd TO?py 
who read and admired Colj-ins's incomparable traft on 
Liberty and Neceffity. Had he looked abroad into tlie 
worM^ he would feavc found msmy who ftHl read the phi- 

lofophica) 
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What the fpeculative oj^nion? ^f fh^fc 
philofophcrs were on rernotc and myfteriou$ 
[ queftions, is herq ojf no iroportaace. It is not 
as Atheiftsi or Thefts, but as political fca- 
Toners, that they iare to be iwofidered in a poi- 
litical Revolution. .All their writing, on the 
fubjeds of metaphyfics and thj:ology, arc foi- 
reign to the queftion* If Roufleau has had 
wiy influence in prwioting the Revolution^ 
it is not by his LetUrsfrom thtMauntain^ but 
ta^ ^s Social Cmtru£l . If Voltaire contributed 
to fpread liberality in, France, it was not by 
his Fhilofophical Di^ionaryy but by his De^^ 
fences of l^aJeration. The obloquy of their 
Atheifm ^if it exifted) is perfonal — it does not 
belong to the Revolution, fi>r that event could 

ippbical works of Bollngbroke, «ot as philofophy, but at 
eloquent and fplendid declamation. What he means by 
^* their fucceffors,'* I will not conjefhire. 1 will not fu|>- 
•* pofe that, with Dr. Hurd, he regards David Hume as 
^* a puny dialeftician from the north ! !" — yet it is hard to 
linderfta^d him in any other fe^fe. 

neither 
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neither have been promoted nor retarded hy 
abftraft difcuffions of theology. The fiippofi- 
tion of their confpiracy for the abolition of 
Chriftianity, is one of the rabft extravagant 
chimeras that ever entered the human imagi- 
nztxon. Let us grant their infidelity in the 
V fulleft extent. Their' philofophy muft have 
taught them that the paffions, whether ra- 
tional or irrational, froth which religion 
arifes, could be eradicated by no human power 
from the heart of man. — ^Their incredulity 
mufl: have made them indifferent what parti- 
cular mode of religion might prevail. Thefe 
philofophers were not the Apoftles of any 
new Revelation that was to fupplant the faith 
of Chrift. They knew that the heart c^n on 
this fubjefl bear no void, and they had no in- 
tereft in fubftituting the Vedam, or the Koran 
for the Gofpel. They could have no reafbn- 
able motives to promote any revolution in the 
popular faith. Their purpofe was accomplifh- 

ed when the Priefthood was difarmcd. What 

ever 
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I ever might be the freedom of theii private 
fpeculations, it was not againft religion, but 
againft the Church, that their /o/zV/^ra/hofti- 

'lity was diredcd. 



J But, fays Mr. Burke, the degraded pen- 

3 fionary eftabliihment, and the elective confti- 

I tution of the new Clergy of France is fufEci- 

\ ent evidence of the defign. The Clergy are 

I to be made contemptible, that the popular re- 

iverence for religion maybe deftroyed, and the 

I way thus paved for its abolition. It is amuf- 

ing to examine the different afpeds which 

the fame objeft prefents to various minds,— 

Mr, Hume vindicates the policy oj^an opu-^ 

lent eflablifhment, as a bribe which purchafes 

the ufefuHhaftivity of the Prieflhood. They 

have no longer, he fuppofes, any temptatioa 

to court a dangerous dominion over the minds 

of the people, becaufe they are independent of 

it. Had that philofoph^r been now alive, he 

mufl oti the fame principle have remarked^ that 

aa 
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an clc£live Clergy and a fcantily endowed 
Church, had a far greater tendency to produce 
fanaticifm than irreligibn. If the priefts de- 
pend on the people, they can only maintain 
their influence by cultivating thofe paffions 
in the popular mind, which gave thera an af- 
Ccndant over it. Their only influence is 
through the religious paffions. To inflame * 
thefe paffions is their obvious ambition. Pricfti 
Vould be in a nation of fceptics contemptible, 
in a nation of fanatics omnipotent. It has 
Hot therefore been more uniformly the habit 
of a Clergy that depends oti a court, to prac-* 
tife fervility, thaft it would evidently be the 
intereft af a Clergy that depends on the peo- 
ple to cultivate religious enthufiafm. Scanty 
eiidtjwments too Would ftill more difj?ofe 
thtra to feek a confolation for the abfence o( 
worldly enjoyments, in' the exercife ot aflat-^ 

teVitig atithotity ovet the minds of men.- ^ 

Sxtch \v6*uld have befell the view of a philofo-^ 
pher sVho was Indifferent to Chriitianity, on the 

new 
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sew Cohilitutidii of the Gallicati Churchy 
He Iiev6r Would df eatii bf rendering religion 
unpopular- hy d^vdting het minifters to afti- 
vity, Cdtitcinptible' by compelling them to pu- 
rity, or uftatiiiable by divefting her o( invi* 
' dious fplendon Hfe Would have feeh in the^ 
, chailges the faeds of fenthufiafm and not of 
laxity, -But he would be confoled by the re- 
flexion, that thb diflblutioA of th* Church 
as a corporation hiad biroken the ftrength of 
the priefthood, that religious liberty Without 
limit would difafm the animofity of feds, and 
the diffufion of knowledge reftraiu the extra« 
yagances of faaaticiiifiu 

I atn here bftly fconfideiring the eftablifli- 
ment of the Gallic^ Church as an evidence 
of the fuppofed plan for abolijQiing Chrifliar 
nityi. I am not d^ufluig its intrinfic mo* 
rits >^'nrr ii ri theireforb petfbnat^ n phik^ophie 
Infidel, aftd it appears tkit he niuft have dif* 
cerned the tendency of this plan to be diredly 

the 
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the reverfe of that conceived by Mn Burktt» 
*, There is a fad, which though little known^, 
amounts ahnoft . to a proof of the folidity o£ 
thefe fpeculations. It is in truth rather ^faf 
«^//<^/than an irreligious fpirit which didates 
the organization of the Church pf France*. A 
Janfenijlical party was formed in the Parlia^ 

♦ The thccMTT of Mr. Burke on the fubje£l of ReL'gioDs 
Eftabliihinents, I am utterly at a lofs to comprehend. Ho 
will not adopt the impious reafoning of Mr. Hume^noc 
. does he fuppofe with Warburton any " alliance bctweea 
** Chyrch and State," for he Teems to conceive them to be 
originally the lame. When he or his admirers tranflate Uii 
ftatements (Refle^lonsy p. 145-^) into a fcries of prcq[K>4 
£tionsexprefled in precife and miadomed Englifh, they may 
become the proper objeAs of argument and difcuffion. In 
ihtir prcfent ftate they irrefiftibly remind one of the obfer- 
vaticMis of Lord Bacon. ' " Pugnax enim philofophiae genus 
*• & fophifticum illaqucat intelledlum at uflud alteruiU 
** Phantajiicum cttumtduhi et q}idAp0etiium ithLgikblanditu^ 
^ intcUe^lui. ,In^ enim liomin^ ija^^m intbUe&«s aio-* 
^ bitio Don mUioi;q^uafn. voluntatis pradfeitiimjw»^fl«^ alti^ 
". ct</h/a//V Nov. Org/§XLV.' 
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ments of that kiAgdom by their long hoftili- 
tics with, the Jefuits* and the See of Rome. 
Members of this party have in the National 
Aflembly, by ihp fupport of the inferior 
Clergy, acquired the afcendant in ecclefiafti- 
cal affairs. Of this number is M, Camus. 
The lieW conftitution of the Church accords 
exaftly with their dogmas*. The Clergy 
^re, according to theirprinciples, to notify to 
the Bifliop of Rome their union in do£lrine, 
but to recognize no fubordinatjon in difci- 
pline. The fpirit of a dormant fe£l thus re- 
vived in a new fhape at fo critical a period, 
the unintelligible fableties of the Bifhop q^ 
Tpres' thus influencing the inftitutions of the 
eighteenth century, might prefent an ample 
field of reflexion to an enlightened obf^rver 
of human affairs. But it is fufEcient for out 

♦ See the fpeech of M. Sy^es on Reli^ous Liberty, 
where he reproaches the Ecclefiaftical Committee with 
abufing the Revolution for the revival of Port Royal, the 
famous Janfenr/iical Seminary. Sec alfa M« CondoRCET 
Jur rinjlruilhn PulUjue. 

^ |;^urpa£b 
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purpofe to obfervc the fa6t, and to remark 
the error of attributing to the hoftile defigns 
of ^theifm what in fo great a degree has 
arifen from the ardour of religious zeal. 



'D* 



The eftablifhment of the Church has not 
I furniftied any evidence of that to which Mr* 
Burke has attributed fo much of the lyfteni 
of the National Aflembly. Let us examine 
whether a (hort review of their financial ope- 
rations will fupply the defeat. 

* To the gloomy, ftatement of French 
finance offered by M. Calonne, let us oppofc 

** It may be remarked, that on the fubjeft of finance I 
have declined all details. They were not ncceffary to my 
purpofe, which was to confider the Aflembly 's arrangements 
of revenue, more with a view to their supposed politi- 
cal PROFLIGACY, than to their finandial talents. Iconfine 
myfelf, therefore, to general remarks, and this I do with the- 
greater pleafurc, becauf^f I know the ability with which thtf . 
fubje£l will be treated by a gentleman, wliom general faga- . 
city and accurate knowledge of France finance, peculiarly 
qualify for expofingto the public the errors of Mr. Burke, 
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the report of M. de la Rochefoucault, frorii 
the Committee of Fin&nce on the 9th of Dec* 
1 790, which from pretnifes th^t appear indif- 
putable, infers a confiderableyif/r^/z/j revenue 
in the prefent year, The purity of thit dif- 
tinguiflied perfon has hitherto been arraigned 
by no party. That underftandhig muft be of 
a fingular conftruftioil which could hefitate 
between the Due dela Rochefoucaiilt and M. 
Calonne. But without ufing this argutnentuni 
ad verecundiam^ we are to remark, that there 
are radical faults, which vitiate the whole 
calculations of that minifter, and the Cdiife- 
quent reafonings of Mr, Burke. They ard 
taken from a year of confufion, of languifliing 
and difturbed induftry, and abfurdly applied 
to the future revenue of peaceful and flou- 
rifhing periods. They are taken from a year 
in which much of the ol4 reventae of the 
State had been deftroyed^ and during which 
the Affembly had fcaircely cotnmehced its 
fcheoie of taxation. It is an error to aflert 
Ka -that 
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that the Aflembly had deftroycd the former ^ 
oppreflive taxes^ which formed fo important 
a fource,of revenue, Thefe taxes periftied in 
tke expiring ftruggle of the ancient Govern- 
ment. No authority remaining in France 
could have maintained them. Calculations 
cannot fail of being moft grofsly illufive, 
which arc formed from a period when fo 
many taxes had failed before they could be 
replaced by new impoft, and when produftive 
induftry itfelf, the fourge of all revenue, was 
ftruck with a momentary palfy*. J^IfcJBu£ke 
difcufles the financial merit of the Affembly 
before it had begun its fyftem of taxation. It 
is premature to examine their general fcheme 

* Mr; Burk^ exults in the deficiency confeffed by M. 
Vernetof 8 millions fterling, in Auguft, 1790- He follows 
it with an inveftive agiinlt the National Aflembly, which 
one fimple reflexion would have repreflcd* The fuppreffion 
of the gabel/e alone accounted for almoft a half of that defi* 
ciency I Its produce was eftimated at 60 millions of litres^ 
or about two millions and a half fterling. 

of 
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L ctrcvenuc, or to eftablifli general maxims on 
J the furvey of a period which may be confi- 
\ dered as an interregnum of finance. 

The only financial operation which may be 

regarded as complete is their emiflion of af- 

• 

Jignats — the eftablifhment of a paper money, 
the reprefentative of the national property, 
which, while it facilitated the fale of that 
property, fhould fupply the abfence oi fpecie 
in ordinary circulation. On this, as well as 
moft other topics, the predictions of their 
enemies have been completely falfified. They 
predicted, that no purchafers would be found 
hardy enough to truft their property on the 
tenure of a new and infecure eftablifliment. 
But the national property has iri all parts of 
France been bought with the greateft avidity. 
They predicted that the eftimate of its, value 
would prove exaggerated ; but it has fold 
tjniformly for double and treble that eftimate. 
They have predided that the depreciation of 
K3 ' the 
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the cijJtgnaU would ia efFeft heighten tlje 
price of the neceffaries of life, and fall with 
the ipoft cri^el feyerity on the moft indigent 

clafs of mankind : The even has however 

/A 

been, that the aJftgnatSy fupported in their 
credit by the rapid fale of the property which 
they reprefente4, have kept almoft at pavj 
that the price of the neceflaries pf life has 
lowered, and the fufFerings pf the indigent 
been fonfiderably alleviated. Mapy millions 
of q/JignatSy already committed to the flames, 
form the moft unanfwerable reply to the ob- 
jeftions urged againft them*^ 

Many purchafers, not availing themfelves 
of that indulgence for gradual payment^ 
which in fo immenfe a fale was unavoidable, 
have paid the whole price in advance. This 
has been peculiarly the 02^^ in the Northern 
Provinces, where opulent farmers have been 

^ At this nioment nearly one-third, 

. * th?5 
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the chief purchafers ; a happy circumftancc, 
if it only tended to multiply that moft ufeful 
and refpedable clafs of men, who are proprie- 
tors arid cultivators of the ground. J 

The evils of this emiflion in the circum- 
ftances of France were tranfient ; the bene- 
ficial efFefts permanent. Two great obje£ls 
were to be obtained by it, one of policy, and 
another of finance. The firf^ was to attach 
a great body of Proprietors to the Revolution, 
on the flability of which depended the fecu- 
rity^ of their fortunes. This is what Mr. 
Burke terms, making them accomplices in 
confifcatioUt though it was precifely the po- 
licy adopted by the Englifh Revolutionifls, 
when they favoured the grov^th of a national 
debt, to interefl a body of creditors in the 
permanence of their new eftablifhment. To 
render the attainment of the other great ob- 
jeft, the liquidation of the public debt, im- 
probable, M. Calpnne has been reduced to fo 
K 4 grofs 
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grofs a jnifrcprefentation, as to ftate the pro* 
bable value of the national property at only 
two milliards^ (about 83 millions fterling) 
though the beft calculations have rated it at 
more than double that fum. There is every 
prd>ability that this immenfe national cftatev 
will fpeedily disburden France of the greateft 
part of her national debt, remove the load of 
impoft under which her induftry has groaned, 
and open to her that career of profpcrity for 
which fhe was fo evidently deftined by the 
bpunty of Nature. With thefe great benefits, 
with the acquittal of the public debt, and the 
ftability of freedom, this operation has, it 
muft be confeffed, produced fome evils. It 
cannot be denied to have promoted, in fome 
degree, a fpirit of gamblings and it may give 
an undue afcendant in the municipal bodies to 
the agents of the paper circulation. But thefe 
evils are fugitive. The moment that witneffes 
the extinction of qfflgnatSj by the complete 
fale of the national lands, muft terminate 

them ; 
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them; and that period, our paft experience 
renders probable, is not very remote. Tlier^ 
was one general view, which to perfoas con- 
verfant in political economy, would, from the 
commencement of the operation have appear- 

.' ed decifive. Either the ajjlgnats were to rfe- 
tain their value, or they were not. If they 
retained their value, none of the apprehended 
evils could arife from them. If they were dis- 
credited, every fall in their value was a new 
motive to their holders to exchange them for 

* national lands. No man would retain depre- 
ciated paper who could acquire fblid property* 
If a great portion of them were thus employed, 
the value of thofe left in circulation muft 
immediately rife, both becaufe their number 
was diminiflied, and their fecurity become 
more obvious. The fall of their value muft 
have haftened the fale of the lands, and the 
fale^of the lands muft have remedied the fail 
of their value. The failure, as a medium of 
circulation, muft have improved them as an 

inftrument 
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inftrument of fale ; and their fuccefs as an 
inftrument of fale muft in return have reftor- 
ed their utility as a medium of circulation. 
V^his adion and re-aftion was inevitable, 
though the flight depreciation of the aJftgnaU 
had not made its efFeds very confpicuous ia 
France, 

So determined is the oppofition of Mr. 
Burke to thofe meafures of the. AfTembly 
which regard the finances of ihe Church, that 
©yen monaftic inftitutions have in him found* 
an advocate. Let us difcufs the arguments 
which he urges for the prefervation of thefc 
monuments of human madnefs. In fupport 
of au opinion fo fingular, hp produces one 
moral zndi one commercial reafon*. ** In mo- 
♦' naftic inftitutions," in his opmion, " was 
^* found a great power for the mechanifm 
^* of politic "benevolence.'* — ^^^To deftroy any 



* Burke, p. 232 — 41. 
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^< power growing wild from the rank produc«- 
^^ tive force of the human mind, is almofl 
^* tantamount, in the moral world, to the 
^^ deftrudtion of the apparently adiye proper- 
** ties of bodies in the materiaL" In one 
word, the fpirit and the inftitutions of mona- 
chifm were an inftrument in the hand of the 
Legiflator, which he ought to have converted 
to fome public ufe. I confefs myfelf lb far 
to fhare the blindn^fs pf the National Af- 
fembly, that I cannpt forni the raoft remote 
conjefture concerning the various ufes which 
** have fuggefted themfelves to a contriving 
** poind." But without expatiating on them, 
let us attempt to conftrud an anfwer to his 
?irgument on a broader bafis. The moral 
powers by which a Legiflator moves the miiid 
of man are his paffions ; and if the infane fa- 
naticifm which firft peopled the deferts of 
Upper Egypt with anchorites,, ftill exifted in 
Europe, the Legiflator muft attempt the di^ 
tre^'ion pf ?l fpirit which humanity forbad him 

to 
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to perfecutc, and wifdom to ncgle<9:. But mo- 
naftic inftitutions have for ages furvived the 
fpirit which gave them birth. It was not 
ncceflary for any Legiflature todeftroy " that 
** power growing wild out of the rank pro- 
** 4u£live force of the human mind," from 
which monachifm had arifen. It was like 
all other furious and unnatural paflions, in its 
nature tranfient. It languiflied in the dif- 
credit of miracles and the abfence of perfe- 
cution, and was gradually melted down in the 
funfhine of tranquillity and opulence fo long 
enjoyed by the Church. The foul which ac- 
tuated monachifm had fled. The fkeleton 
only remained to load and deface fociety.— 
The dens of fanaticifm, where they did not 
become the recefles of fenfuality, were con- 
verted into the ftyes of indolence and apathy. 
The moral power therefore no longer exifted, 
for the fpirit by which the Legiflator could 
alone have moved thefe bodies was no more. 
The produd of fanaticifm was therefore not 

fit 
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fit to be the iiiftrument of wifdom. Nor bad 
any ilew fpirit fucceeded which might be an 
inftrument in the hands of legiflative (kilU 
Thefe fliort-Uved phrenzies leave behin4 
them an inert produ£t, in the fame mannef 
as, when the fury and fplendor of volcanic 
eruption is paft for ages, ther6 ftill remains a 
mafs of lava to encumber the foil, and de^ 
form the afpeft of the earth** 

Thfc 

* It is urged by Mr. Burke, as a fpecies of incidental 
defence of monachifniy that there are many modes of in» 
duftry, from which benevolence would rather refcue meiji, 
than from monafiic quiet. This muft be allowed^ in one 
view, to be true. But, though the laws mujl permit ^ 
mtural progrefs which produces this fpecies of labour, doe^' 
it follow, that they ought to create mcxiaflic feclufion? ]^ 
tbe exiftence of (»ie (burce of mifery a reafon &r opemng 
another ! Becaufe noxious drudgery mufi ))e tolerated, are 
VtctofanOioH compulfory inutOi^?— ^-Inftancesoffimilar 
bad reafoning from what fodety mu^fxiScr to what ihe eught 
to eoa^ occur in other larts of Mn Burke's produSkm^ 
We in England, he iajs, do not think jt.10,000 a yeaf 

worfe 
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The fale of the monaftic eftates is alfo quef^ 
tioned by Mr. Burke on a commercial princi- 
ple. The fum of his reafoning may be thus, 
cxpreffed. The furplus produd of the earth 
forms the income of the landed proprietoi;^ 
That furplus the expenditure of fome one 
muft difperfe, and of what import is it to fo- 
ciety, whether it be circulated by the expence 
of one landholder, or of a fociety of monks. 
A very fimple ftatement furniflies an unan- 
fwerable reply to this defence. The wealth 
of fociety is its ftock of produdive labour. 
There muft, it is true, be unproduftive con- 
fumers,but the fewer their number the greater 

worfe in the hands of a Biihop than in thofe of a Baronet of 
a *Squire. Exceffive inequality is in both cafes an enormous 
evil. The ]zws mujl permit property to grow as the coutfe 
.of things efFeft it. But ought they to add a new fa£litiou^ \ * 
evil to this natural and irremediable one ? They cannot avoid 
inequality in the income of ^e;^^, bccaufe they muft per- 
mit property to diftribute itfelf. But they can remedy ex- 
ceffive inequalities in the income of office, becaufe the in- 
come and the office are their creatures. 
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(all things elfe being the fame) muft be the opu- 
lence of a State. . The poffeffion of an cftate 
by a fociety of monks eftabliflies, let us fup- 
pofe forty, unproduftive confumers. The pof^ 
feffion of the fame eftate by a fingle landhol- 
der only neceflarily produces one. It is there- 
fore evident there is forty times the quantity 
of labour fubtradled from the public flock, in 
the firft cafe, that there is in the fecond. If 
it be objeded that the domeftics of a land- 
holder are unprodudive, let it be remarked 
that a monaftry has its fervants, and that thofe 
of a lay proprietor are not frofejftonally and 
perpetually unprodu<9:ive, as many of them 
become farmers and artizans, and it is to be 
obferved above all, that many of them arc 
married. — Nothing then can appear on a plain 
commercial view of the fubjedl more evident 
than the diftin<9:ion between lay and monkifh 
landholders. It is furely unneceflary to ap- 
peal to the motives which has every where ^ 
produced ftatutes of Mortmain^ the neglcfted 

eftate 
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eftate in which the land of ccclefiaftical cor- 
porations is fufFered to remain, and the infi- 
nite utility which arifes from changes of* pro- 
perty in land. The face of thofe countries 
where the transfers have been moQ: rapid, will 
fufEciently prove their benefit. Purchafers 
feldom adventure without fortune, and the 
novelty of their acquifition infpires them 
with the ardor of impro\^m€nt* 

No doubt can be entertained that the eftatesk 
pofleffed by the Church will encreafe im* 
menfely in their value. It is Vain to fay that 
they will be transferred to Stock-jobbers.. Si* 
tuations, not names, are to be confidered in 
human affairs* He that has once tafted the in- 
dolence and authority of a land-holder^ will 
with difficulty return to the comparative fer* 
vility and drudgery of a monied capitalifl* 
But (hould the ufuriotis habits of the imme- 
diate purchafer be inveterate, his fon will in[i- 
bibe the fentiments of a landed proprietor from 

his 
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his birth. The heir of the flock-jobbing 
Alpheus may acquire as perfedlly the habits of 
an a£tive improver of his patrimonial eftate, as 
the children of CinctnnatuSy or Cato. 

To aid the feeblenefs of thefe arguments, 
*^r.. Burke has brought forward a panegyri- 
cal enumeration of the objefts on which mo- 
naftic revenue is expended. On this mafter- 
- piece of falciriiting.and magnificent eloquence 

• it isimpoffible to be^vifliof |)rai{fi. It would 
:havibbeen.quotcdby*QuiJNfriLiAN as a fplen- 
" did model of rhetorical common- place. But 
' criticifin is not otir*objc£t, jind, all that the 
"difplay of^ fuch poweJ-sfof oratory xran on fuch. 

• a fubjed fuggeft, is what might perhaps have 
ierved as a charaderijfticinotto.to Mr. Burke's 

^produdion. 

i^ddidlt ;VK/^//V#r robur Facunpia r^»^« 
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SECTION III. 



Popular Excejfes which attended the Rcvo^ 
lufion. 

THAT no great Revolutions can be ac- 
compliihed without excefles and mife* 
ries at which humanhj revolts, is a truth 
which cannot be deniccL This Unfortunately 
is true9 in a peculiar mimier, of thofe Revolu* 
tions, which^ like that of France, are ftridlly 
popular. Where the people are led by a fac* 
tion, its leaders find no difficulty in the re- 
eflablifliment of that order, which muft be 
\ the otjt€k of their wiihes, becaufeitisthefole 
fccurity of dieir power. But when a general 
movement of the popular mind levels a def- 
podfm with the ground, it is far lefs eaiy to 

reftraia 
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retrain exeefs* There is more fefchtment 
to fatiate and lefs authority to controul. The 
paffion which produced an efFc^ fo tremen- 
doi)s, is too violent to fubfide in a moment 
into ferenity and fubmiflion^ The fpirit of 
revolt breaks out with fatal violence after its 
objcd is deflroyed, and turns againft the or« 
der of freedom thofe arms by which it had 
fubdued the ftrength of tyranny. The attempt 
topuntjh the fpirit that aftuates a pet^ple^ if it 
were juft, would be in vain, and if it were 
poflSble, would be crueL They are too many 
td be putiifhed in a view of juftice, a^d too 
firong to be puniihed in a view of policy. The 
oftentation of vigor would in fuch a cafe 
prove the difplay of impotence, and the rigq: 
of jufHce condufl: to the cruelty of extirpa- 
tion. No remedy is there£!»« left but the 
progrefs of inflrudion, the force of perfu^^GoOy 
the mild authority of opinion. ,Thefe reme- 
dies, though infallible, are of flow operation \ 
and ia the interval which ebpfes before a 

Xs% calm 
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taltn fucceeds thfe boifteYous moments of a 
Revolution, it is vaiii to expe£l that a people^ 
inured to bafbarifra by their oppreflbrs, and 
which has ages of oppreffion to avenge, will 
be pundilipufly gei^rous in their triumph, 
nicely .difcrifnioative in their vengeance, or 
cautiouflymild in their mode of retaliation* 
,'**'They will break their chains on the heads 
^* of their oppreflbrs*. . , . - 

Such was the ftate of^France; and fuch 
were ■ the obvious caufes that gave birth to 
ifcenes which the friends of freedom deplor6 
as tarnifliing her triumphs. They Jj^ thefe 
xvils as men of humanity* But they Will not 
•beftow the name on th^ womanifli and com- 
•plexional feniibility, towards which> even in 
:the ftiil intiercourfe i£ private life, indulgence 
is miiigled with love. The only humanity 

* The eloquent e3q)reflion of Mr. Curran in the Par^ 
^liamcnt of Irei^md, refpofting Ac Revolution. 

which^ 
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j .which, in the great affairs of men^ claims 
\d their refpcdt, is that manly and expanded hu- 
manity, which fi^es its fleady eye on the ob- ' 
je£t of general happinefs. The fenfibility 

I which (hrinks at a prefent evil, without ex;- 

-' . . . 

tending its views to future good, is not a vir- 
tue, for it is not a quality beneficial to naan- 
kind : It would arreft the arm of a Surgeon 
■in amputating a gangrened limb, or the hand 
of a Judge in figning the fentence of a parri- 
cide. I do not fay, (Ood forbid !) that a 
crime may- be committed for the profpe<St of 
gpod. Such a dodlrine would fhake morals to 
their center. But the cafe of the French Rq- 
yolutionii3:s is totally different. Has any mo- 
ralifl ever pretended^ t^at we are to decline the 
purfuit of a good which our duty prejcribed to 
us^ becaufe we for ef aw that fon\§ partial and inr. 
identalevil would arifefrom^.it f- .This is the 
rue view of the (jucftion, and it is only by 
'thi3 principle that we are to eflimate the rcr 

L 3 fponfibility 
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ffponfibility of the leaders of the Revolution 
for the exceil^s which attended it. 



If any of thefe leaders had crimes in con* 
templation for the attainment of their purpofe, 
I abandon them to merited obloquy and exe- 
pration. The man who' woiild cred freedom 
pn the ruins of morals, underftands nor loves 
neither. But the number againft whom this 
charge has ever been injinuated^ is fp fmall^^ 
that fuppofing (what I do not believe) its 
truth, it only proves that corrupt ajid ambi<> 
tious men will mix with great bodies. Tlic 
queftion with refpedl to the reft, is reducible 
to this — " Whether they were to abftain 
^* from cftablifliing a free Qoycmmcnt, be- 
*♦ caufe they forefaw tha^ it could not t)c cf* 
** feded without cpnfrifioi> and temp<Jrary di* 
** ftrefs— Whether they wpfc to bp deterred 
•* from purfuing that ' Coi^ftitution which 
f* they deemed l^eft for their country, by the 

*' prqf|w^ 
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''' profiled: of partial and tranficnt evils, or to 
•* be confoled for thefe calamities by the view 
** of that happincfs to which their labours 
^^ were to give ultimate permanence and diffu* 
^^ iion ?'* A Minifter is not conceived to b^ 
guilty of fyftematic immorality, becaufe he 
balances the evils ct the mod juft war with 
that national iecurity that is produced by the 
reputation of ipirit and power ; nortiught the 
Patriot, who balanciof the evils of tranfient 
anarchy with the infiftimaUe good of eftab- 
liflxed Tiberty, finds the laft prepcHiderate in the 
icalet 

Suchi mh&f have ever been the reaibn«> 
ings of the leaders in thole infurre£tions which 
have preferved the remnant of freedom that 
fUli exifls among mankinds Holland, Eng- 
land, Aiperica, muft have reaibned thus, and 
the different portions of Uberty which they 
enjoy, have been purchafed by the cfndurance 
of far greater calamities than have been fuf- 

L 4 fprcd 
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fered by France. It is unneceffery^o-Appc^ 
to -the wars which for altooft a century af-* 
flriaed the hoW Countries. But it may bo- 
neceffary ta remind England of the price (he 
paid for the eftabliflimtnt at the Revolution/ 
The difputed fucceffion'which arofc from thafe 
event, produced a deftruflive civil war in Ii*-» 
fctnd, two rebellions ih Scotland, the confe-* 
quent {laughter, and hiiiiflimerit of thoufend* 
of citizens, with the widdft confifcation of 
their properties j not to motion thecontiwn* 
tal connediona into which it plunged England, 
the foreign wars in which it engaged us, 4nd 
the neceffity thus impofed upon us of main- 
taining a {landing army» and accumulating an 
enormous public debt*. 

* Yet this was only the combat of reafon and freedon^ 
againft one prejudice, that of hereditary right, whereas the 
French Revolution is, as has been fubliinely faid by the 
pjSHOP OF AuTUN, " Le premier combat qui fe foit jamais 
** livree entVe tous les Principes ct toutes les Ean, 
•* REUKs! — Jddrejfeaitx Francois i U Fey. 1790. 

The 
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{• The- frfiedofli f)f America was purchafcd^ 
By calamities .ftiU more inevitable. The au- 
thors of thd Revolution muft have forefceo: 
them, for they were not contingent or re- 
i30Ot6, but f&Ay in a moment to burft on their 
heails. Their cafe is moft fimilar to that of 
France, and beft anfwers one of Mr. Burke's 

f fpoft triumphant arguments. They enjoyed 
iy^;«^ liberty, which their oppreiTors did not 
attack. The obje£l of refiftance was conceded 
in the progrefs of the war. — But like France, 
after the conceffions of her King, they rc-^ 
fiifed to acquiefce in an imperfe£t liberty, -^ 

I when a more perfedl one was within their 

ireach. They purfvied what Mr. Burke,. 

I whatever were his then fentiments^ on his 

iprffent lyftem, muft: reprobate as a fpccula- 
tivfe and ideal good. They fought their be-\' 

I loved independence through nev/ calamities,, 
through the prolonged horrors of civil war* 

' iJ ' ' ^^ Their refiftance,'* Jrom that moment^ 



^f was agailift Qonceffion. Their blows were 

*^ aimed 
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^^ aimed at a hand holding ibrtfi immunity 
*^ and favours."-^Evcnts have indeed ju^ed 
that noble refiftance. America has enierged 
from her ftruggle into tranquillity and free- 
dom, into affluence and credit. — ^The authws 
of her Conftitution have conftru^ed a great 
permanent experimental anfwer to the fb- 
phifms and declamations of the detractors of 
liberty* 

But what proportion did the price (he paid 
ifor fo great bleffing bear to the tranfient 
misfortunes which have afflifted France ?— 
The extravagance of the comparifon ihocks 
{ tvcry unprejudiced mind. No feries (^ 
events in hiftory have probably been more 
widely, malignantly, and fyftematically ex- 
aggerated than the French commotions. An 
\ enraged, numerous and opulent body of 
exiles, difperfed over Europe, have poffclTed 
I themfclves of every venal prefif and fiiied 
' the public ear with a perpetual bujE of the 

crimes 
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I crimes^ and horrors that were ading in 
/gSSSS*- Inftead of entering- on minute 
fcrutioy, of which the importance would 
neither expiate the tedioufnefs, nor reward 
the toil, let ns content ourfelves with oppos- 
ing one general fafl to this hoft of falfe- 
( hoods. No commercial houfe of importance has 
faikd in France Jince the Revolution I — ^How 
is this to be reconciled with the tales that 
have been circulated. As well might the 
transfers of the Roy a! Exchange j be quietly 
p^ceputed in. the ferocious anarchy of Qondar^ 

*' The manieifvres of M. Calonne, in England^ are too 
obvious firpin the ^mplexion of fome Engliih prints. He 
informs us, that he had it once in contemplation toihave 
inierted in a note at the end of his work extra<9:s from the 
public papers in all the nations of Europe, demonftradng 
the general hcnrror in which the French Revolution was 
hel(|. This note would have been the more amufing, as 
j^bahlj all thefe p^xraprapbs were compofedy and tranf mined U 
ibefe papers by M. Cahfine himfelf:^^who would thus be die 
fclf-created organ of the voice of Europe. 

and 
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and the peaceful opulence of homhard-fireet^ 
flourifh amidft hordes of Galla and Agows.--^ 
Commerce, which (hrinks from the breath of 
civil confufion, has refifted this tempeft, and 
a mighty Revolution has been accompliflied 
with lefs commercial derangement than could 
arife from the bankruptcy of a fecond rate 
houfe in London, or Amfterdam, The ma- 
iiufadurers of Lyons, the merchants of Bour- 
deaux and Marfeilles, are filent amidft the la* 
mentations of the Abbe Maury, M. Calonne, 
and Mr, Burke, Happy is that people whofp 
commerce flouriflies in Jjedgers^ while it is 
bewailed in orations, and remains untouched 
in calculation^ while it expires in the pictures 
of eloquence. This unqueftionable fad, is 
on a fiich a fubjeft worth a thoufand argu- ^ 
ments, and to any mind qualified to judge, 
muft, expofe in their true light thofe execra- 
ble fabrications, which have founded fuch a 
** fenfelefs yell" through Europe* 

But 
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But let us admit for a moment their truth, 
and take as a fpecimen qf the evils of the 
Revolution, the number of lives which have 
I been loft in it^ progrcfs. That no poffibility 
of cavil may remain, let us furpafs in an ex- 
aggerated eftimate the utmoft audacity of 
faliehood . , -Let, us -make a ftatemcnt, from 
which the moft frontlefs hireHng di Calonne 
would fhrink. Let us for a moment fup- 
pofe, that in the courfe of the Revolution 
20,000 lives have been loft. On the compa- 
irifon of even" this lofs with parallel events in 
hiftory, is there any thing iii it from which a 
manly and enlightened humanity wiH recoil ? 
Can it be compared with the flaughterthat 
eftablifhed American freedom,- or with the 
^fruits of fhe Englilh Revolution? But this 
fcomparifon is an injuftiee to the argument. 
I Compare it with the expenditure of blood 
I by whiclv in ordinary wars fo many perni- 
Icious and ignoble objedls are femght.- 
'Compare it with the blood fpilt by Eng- 
« land 
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land in die atteimpt to fubjugate America^ 
and if fuch be the guilt of the Revolutionifts 
of France, for having, at the hazard of this 
evil, fought the eftabliihment of freedom, 
what new name of obloquy (hall be applied to 
the Minifter of England, who with the cer^ 
tainty of a deftrudion fo much greater, at-* 
tempted the eibblKhment of tyranny ? 

The iliufioa which prevents the effed 
of thefe compariibns, is not peculiar to Mn 
Burke. The maifacres of war^ and the 
murders committpd by die fwor(| of juf- 
tice, are difguifed by the iblemnities which 
inveft them^ But the wild juftice df the 
people has a naked and undifguifed hxmw. 
Its fli|^tefl:exertioD awakens all wa. indagna* 
tkm, while murder and rij^e, if arrayed in 
the gorgeous difguife of ads of State^ may 
with impunity ftalk abroad. Our ientiments 
are reconciled to them in thfe form, and we 
forget that the evils of anarchy muft be fliort- 

livedii 
/ 
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lived, while thofe of defpotic government zte 
fatally perinanent. 

Another illufionhas j^rticularly in England 
favored the exaggeration of the exiles. We 
judge of France by our own iituation. This 
is to view it through a falfe medium. We 
ought to judge of it by a comparifon with 
nations in Jimilar circum/iances. With us 
^^ the times may be moderate^, and therefore 
«« ought to be peaceable :*' But in France the 
times were not moderate^ and could not be 
peaceable. 

Let us Corre£^ that illuiion of moral op^ 
tics which makes near otgeds fo difpro« 
portionately large. Let us place the fcene) 
of the French Revolution in a remote age, ot 
in a difbnt nation, and then let us calmly afk 
our own minds, whether the moil reaibnable 
fubje^ of wonder be not its unexampled mild« 

f Juninsi 

Aefs^ 
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%i€fe^ and the fmall number of individu^s 
crufhed in the fall of fo vaft a pile, 

- Sudi are the general reflejiibns fuggefted 
"ty the diforders of the French Revolution* 
*Of thdfe, the firft in point of time as well as 
-of importance, was the Parifian mfurredioa 
-and the capture of the Baftile. The mode iti 
^which that* memorable event 4s treated by 
-Mr. Burke, ds worthy of notice. It oc- 
^€upies no corifpiciious place in' his work. 
^t is only oblcurely and contemptuoufly hinted 
at as one of thofe examples of fuccefsful re- 
volt, which have foftered a mutinous fpirit 
no the foldi^ry. " They have riot fbrgot^ the 
•^•» taking of the King's Castbes in Paris 
^'-and at Marfeilles. Thatt^iey murderdi 
■^^ with impunity in both plaees-the Govef- 
-♦* nors has not efcaped their minds.** (Burke, 
-^p. 307 — ^8.) Such' is the courtly circumlocu- 
tion by which Mr. Burke defigns the Baftile-— 
the King's Cafile at^ Paris^ Such is the igno* 

minious 






/ 5 



Digitized by 



Google 



< ^77 ) 

} tnlnioils language in which he fpeaks o( thp 

/iUmmary juftice /Executed on the titled ruffian 

I -who. was its Governor ; and fuch is the ap- 

fpftreiat art with V^fhidbhe haa thrown into the 

back, ground irivetStive and af^rity, which if 

.they had been pfomioent, would have, pro- 

f. voiced the indignation of mankind* , 



: . *A* JV faisy^^ fays Mounier, ni the Ian* 
.guage of that frigid and fcanty^ appf obatictti 
th^t ia extorted from an enemy, •• ju'il eft 
.^^ des cirdonjianct^s qui legitiment TinfurnSiiori^ 
;«« & jennets dans u nombre ceUes^ulfint cau^ 
'^^^ le^ige de la Bq/lUh:' (Exposi de Mouniet^ 
p. 24*) But the admiration ^f Europe and of 
.poftcrity, is not to be eflimated by the penu* 
rious applaufe of M. Mounkr, nor reprefled 
by;the infiduous hoftility of Mr. Burke* It 
will correfpond tothe fplendor of a n infurrec ^ 
lion, as much ennobled by hcroifm as it was 
Juftified by neccflity, in which the citizens 
of JParis^ the unwa^like inhabitants of a vo^ 
M. Juptuoiis 
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duptudui capital, Kftebing to no voi&e btft 
that of tbe^daager iwhioh meaaoed iih&ir^re^ 
-pfeiecitativea, their families, and their CMin* 
^try; ammated, Jinitead of beii>g awed, % <^ 
dicifts cf difeipUded tsi«<%ftiaries that invefted 
^4faetn«n(i ewiy ikic;, &(rmed themfelves mtb 
an army, attadked iMith a gaHatftry mH iuo- 
cefs equally incredible, a fortrefs formidable 
^ii^Otn its fbtti^gth, ahd tpcmeodous irom its 
rdeftinatioR; difpellied etrery hoflile prqied:, 
( Mid clanged' tlie dbftiny of France. Topal^ 
JLiate ^ t^ctifciixdiia jcevolt, 'WH>uld/he ^ad: 
^leftcbery to it^s pctctci|des. It was ;a ca& in 
^^KKtMcih .tew>lt Wiis the •difkate of ^\dnt^le, and 
l^rpa^^ :dutys atid in which fubtx^flion 
.wm^ ha^ jbeen 1^ vwA daflardly hsiSms^Si^ 
i9nd -the f(»uAeft ccime. It was an a£kio& not 
jUp hp ^^ciifed, bttt applauded ; ^icitto bcipar- 
4p»edy h\jtt adtnkied* i ihiW jok^H therefore 
<k<cehdto vindkrajt^ itf^ trf hcroifm^ which 
yW^ry will ftttft^ tike /remptefl: fofkartty :f& 
4»y ere^ caud <if «f^iu^ 'tUtt ifocital ^ deftijaed to 
c . kindle 
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|io4l9 ift Uttbortj inillions th* %o\f mih^f 

^ommotion^ o^, another defcr^ptioti tixXf 
lejjow^ the R^voljut;H>n, partly vifing fronii 
^bej general cjaufe? before 0sited, ^ partljr 
ff;9ia^ others of mor^ liitlited and local opipra-* 
t^Dji The peafantfy of the ]^rpvi^es^ buried 
f^r ^ many ages m-the dai'kn^fs qf fervitnde^ 
faw> indiftindlly %nd confufedly, i;i t^e flrik 
4arW;^ of liberty, the bo\uidarie« of thek duties 
and their rights* It w^ ^ Wpfider that thtfy 
Ihould little Uttderftattd that freedom which fo 
Joi)g^hi3ui bce^ remote from their views. The 
l^me conv^eycd to thtfif ear a right to rgedjfc 
all r^raint^ to gratify every rcfcntment, and 
to att^k all property. B^uffians mingled with 
th? ^i^luded pea&nts, with hopes of booty^ 
i^nd |nil;aa;ied their ignorance mi prejudices^ 
by iforged ad$ pf the Kang and the Afiembly 
, authwifising their licentioufncfs. From thelo^ 
drcumftances arpfe m^y qdam^ties i^ tbe 
Ma ^ provmcc»i 
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pVovindci. The country houfcs of many gen- 
tlemen were burnt, and fome obnoxious per* 
/bns were affaflinated. But one may without 
ifexceffive fcepticifin doubt, whether they had 
been the mlldeji fnafitrs whofe chateaux had 
undergone that fate. Perhaps the peafants 
liad oppreffions to avenge, thofe (ilent grind- 
ing oppreffions that form almoft the only in- 
tercourfe of the rich -with the indigent; 
which though lefs flagrant than thofe of Go- 
vernment, are perhaps produdlive of more in^ 
tolerable and difFufive mifery* 

But whatever was the demerit of thefe ex-. 

cefFes, they Cafi by no torture of reafon be 

imputable to the National A flembly, or the 

^leaders of the Revolution. In what manner 

^were they to reprefs them ? If they exertetl 

<againft theni their own authority with rigof, 

*they muft Have provoked a civil war. If they 

^ invigorated the police and tribunals of the de* 

• pofcd Government,' bciides incurring the hi- 

r3.. • -^ .v.. . 2ard 
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^ard of the fame calamity, they put amis into 
the hands of their eneqiies. Placed in this ^//^ 
lemma^ they were compelled to expe£t a floUr 
remedy from the returning ferenijty of the 
public mind, and from the progrefs of the 
new Government towards Qoofiilence and vi- 
^or* 

A degree of influence exerted by the people, 
far more than would be tolerated by a firm 
.Government, or could exift in a ftate of tran- 
,quillity, rouft be expefted in the crifis of a 

I ^ If this (btement be candid and exafl, what (hall we 
\ think of the language of Mr. Burke, when he fpeaks of 
the ASSEMBLY as " quthori^c'mg treafons, robberies, rapes, 
^^ aflTaffinationSy flaughters, and burnings, throughout all 
their harraifcd land.'* P. 58 . In another place he group^s 
together the legliktive extindion of the Order of Nobles 
with the popular ex^fies committed ag^i>ft individual No- 
blemen, to load the Aflembly with the accumulated oblp- 
auy. Sei p. 200. A mode of proceeding more remarkable 
fpir controverfial dexterity than for candor. 

M 3 Revolution 
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R6V6lutlotl wlii(ih the peopi^ hire rtti(Jfe.--*r 
They have too tecent experience of f heir oWh 
ftrength to abftain at once from exerting it. 
Theif political pat!iofls Have be^n agitated by 
tob fierce a ftOrift to regain in a tnonient that 
Serenity <^hi6h would 6Jcpe£k with |iaticttl 
acquiefcence the decrees of their Repreleiitd- 
tiyes. From an inflamed multitude, who had 
felt themfelves irrcfiftibl*;, aftd whofe fancy 
annexed to the decilion of every political ques- 
tion the ftte of their freedom, an undue in^ 
terpofition in the proceedijigs of the Legifla*^ 
ture was to have been expgfted, The p^flions 
which prompt it are Vifehement ; the arguments 
which prove its impropriety are remote afld 
refined. Too much, therefore, of this inter- 
pofition was at fuph $ ipf^junfture inevitable, 
Jt is without ddUbt a grjBtt cvjl^ bftt it is irre*- 
mediable. The fubthifllon of the pespl^ In ft 
period pf traiiqnillity, degenerates into a liil- 
lefs gp.d torpid negligence of public: affairs, 
and the fervor which the mpmcnt pf Reyolu- 
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tion inffHres, necefiarilypfodQcesf th^ oppofite 
extreme. That, therefore, the coiuh»^ o^ 
the populace of Paris ihouldxiot have been the 
MaG: decx)rou8 and circmmipefi: receding tho 
delibersitioiis of the A&mhljy that it Ihcnild 
be frequently irregukr and tumukttiwiSy was^ 
in the nat«ire of things:, imv&tal:^ But tim 
borrible pi£):ure which Mh Burke has dranca 
of that *' ftern neceffity" under which thk 
** captive^* Aflfembly votes, is neithef juftified 
by this conceffion, nor by the ft^e. of feds» 
It i& the ONrercharged colouring of a fervid 
knagination. Thofe whom' he alludes to, as 
driven away by aflafliiis, M« M. Lally and 
Mounier, might, furely, have remained with 
perfcdl fafety in an Aflfeiaably itt whieh fuch 
furious inveftives are daily bellowed , forth 
imth impunity againft the popular leaders; 
No man will deny, that that Member of the 
Minority enjoyed liberty of fpeech $n Jts^ ut- 
moft plenitude, who called M- Mirabeau ** Le 
t^ plus y/7 de tons hs affaffinsr *^* The terrors 
M4 **of 
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<^ of the lamp^poft and tayonet" have hither-^ 
to been vifionary. Popular fury has hitberto^ 
^arcd the muft furious declaimers of Arifto- 
cracy, and the only decree^ fo far as I can dif-^ 
ccrn, which has even been pretended to have 
been matcrklly iirfluenccd by the populace, is 
that rcfpe£ling the prerogatives of war and 
peace. That tumult has frequently derogated 
•from the dignity and decorum which ought to 
diftinguifli the deliberations of a Icgiflative 
Aflembly, is not to be denied. But the only 
important queftion regards the eje^ <rf thefe 
tumults on their decilions. That their debates 
have been tumultuous, is of little importance, 
if their decifions have been independent,?-^ 
Even in the queftion of war and peace, " the. 
f ' higheft bidder at the auftion of popular 
"rity?*" did not fuccecd. The fchcme of 
M. Mirabeau, with few amendments, pre* 
yailcdi while the more ^* fplcndidly popular^' 

♦BBrkcp.353. 

prppofitioiis. 
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propofitioos, which vefted in .the Legiflatura' 
%\om the prierogative of war and peace were 
rejected. 

We are now condu<9:cd by the courfe of 
[thefe ftridlures to the excefles committed at 
Verfailles on the 5 th and 6th of Odobcr, 
1789. After the mod careful perufal of the 
voluminous evidence before the Chate/ef, of 
the controverfial pamphlets of M. M> d'Or- 
leans and Mounier, and of the official report of 
M. Chabroud to the Affembly, the details of 
the affiiir feem to me fo much involved in ob- 
fcurity a|)d pontradiftion, that they afford 
little on which a candid mind oln with coa- 
fidence pronounce. 

' They afford, indeed, to frivolous and pue- 
rile adverfaries the means of convifting Mr. 
Burke of fome minute errors. Monf. Mid^ 
mandrcy the centinel at the Queen's-gate, it 
is true, furvives, but it is no lefs triae^ that 
*. > he 
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he was left for dead bj his aflafims. Oa thet 
compariiba of evidence, it feems probaUe, that 
the Queen^s chamber was not broken iato^ 
^* that the afylum of beauty and Majejiy was 
** not prtfaned*. Butthcfe flight corredions 
palliate Httle the atrocity^ and alter m)ty ia 
the leaft^ the general con^lexioD of theie fisi-^ 
gitious fcenes; 

iThe mod important queflion which the 
fobjed prefents is, whether the Parifian popu- 
lace were the initruraents ^ conf[Hrator&, or 
1 whether their f^al march to Versailles was a 
i fpofitancaos movement, produced by real or 
i chimerical appreheniions of plots againft Adr 

* The expreffion of M. Chabrouj* Rve witnefles aflert 
that the ruffians did not break tnto the Queen's chanter. 
Two give the account followed by Mr. Burke, and to g^ve 
^is preponderance its due force, let it be recdleded> diait 
> the wh(Je proceedings before the Chatekt were ixparti^ 
See fr9c<duu OimmilUfait an Chateiet d€ Parisy fsfc. deust 
Parties. Paris, 17^ 

freedonv^ 
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freedomi I Anfefs that I incline to the latter 
opiriion.^^iVb/^r^?/ caufes iesm to me adequate 
to account for the movement. A fcarcity of 

. provifioii is not denied to have exiftedin I^ris. 

I The dinner of the body-guards mightTurely 
have |)Tovoked a people mwe tranquU than 
tbofe of a city fcarcc recovered from , the 
ihock of a great Revolution. The makdic* 
tions poured forth againft the National Aflbm^ 
bly> the infults offered to the patriotic cock-*- 
ade^ the obnoxious ardor of loyalty diipHyed 
on thiit occafion, might have awakened even 
the jealoufy of a people whofe ardor bad beea 
fatoj by the. long enjoy tacnt, and whole 
alarms had been quieted by the fecure po{^ 
fcflion of liberty* The efcape <^ the King 
would be the infallible fignal of civil War—* 
the expofed fituatiotl of the Royal feiidence 
Was therefore a fource of perpetual alarm* 
Thefecaufes^ Operating on that credulous }ea-^ 
ioufy which is the malady of the PuHic miod 
in times of civil confufion, which fees hdflflity 

and 
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land confpiracy on every fide, fcem fufficient 
to have actuated the Parifian populace. 

% 

The apprehenfions of the people m fuch a 

period torture the moft innocent and frivolous 

accidents into proofs of fanguinary plots.— 

Witnefs the war of con/piracies carried on by 

the contending faftions in the reign of Charles 

the Second. The boldnefs with which fuch 

charges are then fabricated, and the facility 

with which they are credited, form indeed, in 

the mind of a wife man, the ftrongeft pre- 

fumptions againft their truth. It is in peru^ 

fing thehiftory of fuch a period, that his fcep- 

ticifm refpefting confpiracieS is the moft vigi^ 

lant. The refearch of two centuries^ has 

not, in England, been able to decide diiputes 

which thefe accufations have produced. The 

participation of Queen Mary in Babington's 

Plot againft Elizabeth, is ftill the fubjea of 

controverfy. We, at the prefent day, difputc 

about the nature of the conneftiop which fub^i* 

fitted 
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fitted between Charles the Firft and the Ca- 
tholic infurgents of Ireland. It has occupied 
the labour of a century to feparate truth froni 
falfehood in the Rye-houfe Plot^ to diftinguifli 
what both the friendfliip and enmity of co- 
temporaries confounded ; the views of the 
leaders from the fchemes of the inferior con- 
fpirators, and to difcover that Ruflel and Syd- 
ney had, indeed, confpircd a revolt, but that 
the underlings alone had plotted the affaffina- 
tion of the King. • 

It may indeed be faid, that ambitious leaders 
availed themfelves of the inflamed ftate of 
Paris, that by falfe rumours, and exaggerated 
truths, they ftimulated the revenge, and in- 
creafed the fears of the populace ; that their 
temifTaries, mixing with the mdb, and con- 
cealed by its Confufion, were to execute their 
flagitious purpofes ; that confpiracy was thus 
joined to popular madnefs, and fanatics, as 
ufual, were the dupes of hypocritical leaders^. 

Such^ 
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Suoh is ^ aocuj&tioQ which his hoen msdtt , 
ag»iw/i-M. d*Drlcans and M. ^Crabcaji. Th^ 
defeijKpic is not impjofed on the admirers of 
the Fxw<jh Rev^olution. The Revohjition k 
not ft^co^ti^cd, if its f rjogrefs ha? uot Jbecfli 
^ItogB^hef exerpjpt from the int^pojStioft of 
profligate ambition, from which whjo caxi 
guardt any of the aj^irs of m.en ? Their cauf^ 
is iorfa^ from that of Revolution, and to be* 
cooae -the advocate oi^indmdualsj were to for* 
get the dignity of a difcufnon that l^tgarcls thf 
lights and interefts of an emancipated nation* 
Of th?;i.r guilty, hpwfv^r^ J will be hold to 
iay, pvidence wa? not colleQied by the infdig? 
pant aftivity of an avowedly hoiiil^ tribMOS^ 
which^ for a moment, would have fv^ode^ 
thejr %cqyittal by ^0 Engliih Jpry. It . wil| 
be no mean,teftimany ,tothe innacence jof Mf 
Mir<ib£iau, that an opponent* i^ot thp wildr 
cft in his enmity* noj the. mojft jdandid i» bis 
judgment, confefTed, that he fiW. no fefi- 
ous. gr,o»nd. sS ac(?uJ!ation agaia?ij himj— ^ 
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^ y^/moue^^ iays die Abbe Mcwiwy, ^^ jfue ft ne 
^ vois aucune impuUUion grave tontre M. Jc 
*^Mrabeau*r 

- One circumftancc of repuMive improbability 
is ^Mi the face of the projeft attributed to 
them^ thatof if>timidaH:mg ^^ Iting into a 
fflighty that there mi^t be a pretext for ele- 
vating the Duke of Orleans to the oflfice of 
^^egent. Sut <3ie King cotfW have had vto 
-nrtipnal hopds of Scaping f, for he muft have 
ijavenrfed 2po miles of a country guarded bjr 
:a people dn arms^ before he opuld reach the 
4icareft frontier of the 'k4ngdoni. The dlgeft 
oof the confp^racy then was too abAird to be 
'{>urfuedt)3r cotifpiratorB^ to whom talent and 
d&gacity have not been denied by their ene^ 
^mies. That the popular leaders in France 

♦ Difcouw dc M. FAbbf Mauiy ^ans rAflcmblec Na- 
tionalc, I OSobre, 1790. 

t ^e circomftanoes of his late attempt lanAion this 

did. 
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Hdy indeed, dcfirt to fix the Royal refia»|ice 
at Pajris, it h knpoffible to doubt. The name, 
the pcrlbn, and the authority of the Kiffg, 
would have been moft fornudable weapons 
in the hands of their adverfaries. The peace 

.of their country, the ftabUity c^ their freedpqj, 
called on them to ufe every meafure that could 

.prevent their endemics from getting pofleffioa 
of that " Royal Figure." The name of the 
King would have fen^lioped foreign powers iji 
fupporting the ai:iftocracy. Their iuterpoii- 

-trc^, "which now w^ould be boftility againft the 
King and kiagdopti, would />6^;y have beqn 
cjnly regarded as aid againft rebellion* The 

' name of the King would fafcinate and inflame 

the people tof the provinces. Againft all thefe 

jdrejidful confequences, there fcemed only one 
remedy, the refidence of the Kinj|'at Panis. 
Whether that refidence is to be called a capti- 
vity, or by whatever other harlli n^pjie it is tp 
be defigned, I will not hefit?ite to affirnij that 
the Parliament of England would havejoicrited 

.:.'> the 
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the gfatitiKk of their countiy, and of pode- 
rity, by a fimilar |ireventioti of the <?fcape oi^. 
Charles L' from London^ I'h© fame aft - 
wdtdd have given ftability to their iimitations^ 
of kiogly power, preveotcd the horrors df civil 
war-, the defpotifin of Cromwell, the rekpfe 
into fervitude under Charles IL and the cala-* 
mities that followed the fubfequent Revolu- 
tioft, iFpftimate would it have been for Eng- 
knd, if the perfoii of James II* had been re- 
tained while his authority was limited* She 
woyld then have biBcncircumflanced as France 
is now ; where the odiuxn of pcrfonal mifcon- 
dti£|: would have k€|)t aHve a falutary jealouly 
of pow^r, the prejudices of perjond right 
would not have beea provoked to hoftility 
agalfift the Cooititutioo^ iior the people com-^ 
pell^d to entfuft their new Sovereign with 
emorbiCaiKt ftrength to defend their freedom ^ 
tnd bii ctmtefled throne* Such is the general 
view which a calm furvey ftiay fuggeft of the 
6th O^ober. The march ta Verfailles feeros 

N to 
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to have been the fpontaneous movement of ta 
alarmed populace* Their views, and the fug* 
geftlons of their leaders, were probably bound-- 
ed by progurihg the King to change his rcfi* 
^ dence to Paris, biit the.coUifion of armed mul-* 
titudcs. terminated in unforefcen excefles and 
execrable crimeg, - / . 

\ \i\ the -eye of Mr. Burke, bowevw, ^befc 
crimes and exceflcs aflume an afped fatr more 
important than can be communicated to them 
by their own infulated guilt. They form^ in 
his. opinioii, • the'cr^« "bf a Revolution,* far 
more important than iny change of Govern- 
ment ; a Revolution, in Which the fentiments 
and opinions that haw 'formed the manners 
of the European nations ^v^XO perifli. ** The 
t* age of chivalry is gone^* and the ^glory of 
* ' E urope^ext in guifhed for ever . " He- follows 
this exciamation by an^^cloquent e«ttegium'on 
chivalry,: andl)y gloomy predidicOTS-of thefu* 
ture ftate of.Eun)pe, wJicn the natfeii thit Jias 

*i been 
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I bAW fi»4orig acouftonted th pyk her the tdti» 

I (ftcarts:fand matiiiers k tl^tis debafed and cor^ 

Wgtj^^i A caviller might femark that ages j 

much more lieax ,thQ meridian fervor bf chi* , 

valfy than ours, have witnefled a treatment 

lll-^Qfif$np,.,a?,;lit!;4pjgalJ^nt apd generous as 

tfeftt i«C t^ .Parlfein . mob. He might remind 

Ji^y^K^urfce^ ,ri^t;in the age and country of 

Sir P^iilip SidnejT, a Queen of France^ whom 

. f^0:^ip4^^(s to ^ccompU(hment, no malignity 

'p§^.4^tt^&ioti .<;ould reduce to the level of 

f^4ifi(k^4ntometta<y .was^ by "a nation of men 

f^jcff^hpnour and cavaliersj'* permitted to Ian- 

^ui^oin captivity and expife on z fcafipld ; 

i«mi he. might' qdd, that the manners of i 
pGujiitfy are m<?f5e:fi^r^; indicated by the fyf^ 
Itv^f^ng'^rHtfky^^f^irTSovereign) than hj the 
* J}aj%c^s- phn^nj^x^P^ ^ ^ob. He might re- - 
^a;]|kt*-(h|| ihefxnildfyftemof modern maii-^ 
jl<?rs^wlHch Survived the maflacrcs with which 
^i^ti(;ifm. h^d for a century defolated, and 
4|mofl: bftrb^riiscd Europe^ tought| perhaps^ 
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rtfift tht thotik of «he day*s «xee||^ eMaflHfe« 
ted by 4 deUfkm* popukce/ H* might tteut* 
perhaps, oppefe ^cious- and popuhr topk^M 
the declamation of Mr. Burko. 

^ • - ' 

' But the Aibjea itfdf is, to an enJtrgiWI 
thinker, fertile in reflexions of i di^recit im^ 
tmt. That fyftein of manners which aroft 
frmoiig the Gothic natioas of Europe, of which 
chivalry was more properly the cfFufie» tha?l 
the fource, is mthout doubt one of the moft 
peculiar and ihterefting appearances in htimait 
afi^irs . The moral caufes which formed its 
tharafter ha?vte not, perhaps, been hithettii 
inveftigated With the happieft fuecefs*. But 
to .confiae ourfelves t^ the fubjedl before twi 
Chivalry Was eertaii^y ortt ttf the ma& pro^ 
mwtnt fea^tifresand remarkable e1k£k$ ci^m 
fy3em of i^mters. C^mdor muft cwrfeft^ 
I that this fm^fer inftitutio«t^ is not nkmei^ 
limirableas a ctortefit^ of the ferocious a;^e»j|| 
(Which it ;flo!^ilhe& ft confi^biited to^p^^ 
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mod {often £ufOpe« It paved the way for that 
diffiifion of knowledge and ejcteafion of comr 
fnerce which afterwaids^ ^n fome taeafure^ 
fupplanted it, tad gave a new chara(5fcei^ to 
juaniiers. Society is inevitably progreffive.--i- 
Jn Goverament, commerce has overthrown 
that ^* feudal and chivalrous (yilen^" under 
whofe ihade it firft grew. In Feligion, Jearn- 
I ing has fubverted that fuperftitipn whofe opu- 
lent endowments had firft foftered it* Pecu- 
liar circumftances foftened the barbarifmof 
the middle ages to a degree which favoured 
•the admiffion of commerce and the growth of 
knowledge. Thefe circumftances were con- 
ne^ed with the manners of chivalry ; but the 
jfentiments peculiar to that inftitution could 
only be preferved by the fituation which gave 
them birth. They were therefor?/ enfeebled 
in the progrefs from ferocity and turbulence, 
and ahnoft obliterated by tranquillity and re- 
finement. But the auxiliaries which the man- 
ners of chivalry had in rude ages reared, ga- 

N3 . thered 
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thcrcd ftrerigth frbitt its wW[fcneis, atid'ffou^ 
rifhed in its decay. Cotntnerce and diffufed 
knowledge have, in faft/ ib complcatly af^ 
fii^Rcd the'afcendant in" paliflied nations, that 
it will be difficult ta difdover. any relics of 
Gothic manners J but in a f^htaftic extierior, 
which has furvived the generous lUufiotis that 
made thefe manners fpjendid and feduiSive. 
Their direSl influence has long ceafed in EiL- 
rope^, bat their indireSl influence, through 
the medium of thofc caufes, which would not 
perhaps have exifled, but for the mildnefs 
which chivalry created in the midft of a bar- 
barous-age, ftill operates with encreafing vigor. 
The manners of the middle age were, in the 
moft fingular fenfe, compulfory* Enterpris- 
ing benevolence was produced by general 
fiercenefsj gallant courtefy by ferocious rude- 

^ " Tbofe el§n charms that held in magic night 
*' Our elder fame, and dimmM our genuine light, 
** At length diflblve in Truth's meridian ray." 

nefs, 
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nefs, and artificial ^entlenefs refifted the tor- 
rent of natural barbarifm. But a lefs incon- 
gruous fyftem has fucceeded, in which com- 
merce, which unites men's interefts, and 
knowledge, which excludes thofe prejudices 
that tend to embroil them, prefent a broader 
bafis for the ftability of civilized and benefi- 
cent manners, 

Mr, Burke, indeed, forbodes the moft fa- 
tal confequences to literature from events, 
which he fuppofes to have given a mortal 
blow to the fpirit of chivalry. I have pver 
been protefted from fuch apprehenfions by 
my belief in a very fimple truth, that diffufed 
knomledge immortalites iijklf. 'A literature 
which is confined to a few, may be deftroyed 
by .'the maflacre of fchdars and the conflagra- 
tion flf libraries 1^ lut.the diffufed knowledge 
of the Iprefent 6ij '^lild only be annihilated 

I Jjy the extirpation- of the civilized part of 

^mankind, .* 
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fFar frorii being bpftilc to letters, t6eFr«ach 
^eyolutio!^ ha$ coxttribiatcd to &rve their 
cauiib in a manner hitkprto upexampledinhif^ 
tory . The political aad literary progrefs tpf iku* 
iions has hitherto been the (apiei tbejperkxiof 
their emiiience in ^rts has alfo been the asrt of 
their hifknical htnc ; and no example occurs iii 
which great political fplendor has been fiib£b> 
quent to the ^ugujlan age of ^ people. Pre- 
vious to the yeir 1789, this rnight havebfcen 
ponfidered as a maxim to which hiftory fttrf 
liifhed no exccptiofi. ^ But France, which is 
dcftined to refute every ^b|ed and arrogant 
doftrinc that would limit the human pQwers^ 
prefents a new {anc. There the ihock of a 
Revolution h^s infuied the ardor of javenite 
iiteratu^ into a j^tk)a tending to decfiae, 
I Ntvy: art3 are calle4 fi>rth whei^ all fecgyed iak 
I hav? pafTed their seniih. FiUBoe eDJbyied on^ 
Auguilan age, ibldered by t^ ^ror of 4efpo*i* 
tifm. She ifeems 4^ut to wttnela anoiheTji 
pre^ted by ^he energy of freedom. 
. . In 
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- In the j^mridn of Mn Burke, however, (he 

-is advancing by rapid fhidcs to ignorance and 

barbarilin** ** Already/' he informs uk, 

** there appears a poverty of conception, a 

^* coarfenefs and vulgarity in all the procebd- 

^^ ings of the Aflemblyt and of all their iii- 

^^ ftruaors. Their liberty is not liberal. Their 

^^ fcience is prefumptuout ignorance. Thck 

>* humanity b favage and brutal.** To rtm^ 

tnadvert/on this modeft and courteous pic^ 

ture belongs not to the prefent fubjed ; and 

^ii^/ri cannot he disputed, more efpe#> 

cially when their grounds are not afligned;. 

I All that is left is, to declare oppoiite impref*- 

I £ons mth a confidence authorized by the cx^ 

|ample» The proceedings of the National 

I A0btnbly of France ^pear to me to cont^ 

mbdds ! of xnore fplendid eloquence, and ex«- 

fimples of moise profoimd political refearch, 

thaai bzvc bten exhibitied by any public body 

* Burke, p. ii8. 
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in modern times. I cannot therefore augur, 
from thcfe proceedings, the downfall of phi* 
lofophy, or the extin<fHon of eloquence. 

Thus various are 'the afpedfcs which the 
French Revolution, not only in its influence 
on literature, bat: in its general tenor and fpi- 
rit^ preicnts to minds occupied by various 
opinions. To the eye of Mr. Burke, it exhi- 
bits nothing but a fcene of horror. In his 
mind it infpires jxo emotion but abhorrence of 
its leadtrs, commifcratipn of their victims, 
and akrms at the influence of an event which 
menaces the fubverfion of the policy, the 
arts, and the manners of the civilized world. 
Minds who view it through another medium 
are filled by it. with . every fentiment of ad<- 
miration and triumph— of admiration due 
to fpleadid exertions of virtue, and of tri- 
umph infpired by Widening profpefis of hap«- 
piaefs. 
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e Nor o\jghl it to b6 dfffied'by the caiWl0r <rf" 
philofophy, ; that evetijs^fo great afeneyw-J^ 
unmixed as not. to prcfent a. Jouble afpeft to 
the acutenefs. and exaggeration of contending 
-parties. The fame ardor of paffion whick 
produces patriotic and legiflative heroifm be- 
comes the fource of ferocious retaliation, of 
yilionary novelties, and precipitate change. 
The attempt were hopcjefs to encreafe the 
fertility, without favouring the rank luxu- 
riance of the foil. He that on fuch occafic^as 
cxpedls unmixed good, ought to recollect, 
that the oeconomy of Nature has invariably 
determined thp equal influence of high, paC- 
iions in giving birth to. virtues and to crimes. 
The foil of Attica was remarked by anti- 
quity as producing at once the moft delicious 
fruits and the moft viruleuit poifoas.. It is 
. thus with the human mind ; .and to the ire- 
. quency pf iconvulfions in the ancient com- 
monwealths^ ^ they. o>Ye::thQCe ejfamp^ of 
fanguinary tumult and virtuous - beroiJCbi, 

which 
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Whieh ^ftittgUift their hiftbry from the mo* 
uotohousf tranquilUty of modern States. ' The 
paffiont of a nation cannot be kindled to the 
degree fHikh renders it capable of great 21^ 
chievements, without endangering the com«- 
miflicm of violences and crimes. The re-- 
forming ardor of a Senate cannot be inflamed 
fiifficicntly to combat and overcome abuses, 
without hazarding the evils which arife from 
legiflative temerity. Such are the imniutable 
laws, which arc more property to be regarded 
^ libels on our nature than as charges againil: 
the French Revolution. The impartial voice 
of Hiflx>ry oughtt doubtlefs^ to record the 
blemiihes as well as the glories of that great 
events and to contraft the delineation of it 
which might have been given by thefpecious 
and temperate Toryifm of Mr. HvmEj widi 
that which we have recdved from the repul^ 
Ave and ^natical inv^^lives of Mn Burkb» 
might ftill be amuiing v^d inilru^Hve. Both 
tfoefe great men would be adverfe to the Re- 
volution ; 
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volqtion ; but it would not be difficult to di- 
ftinguifli between the uridifguifed fury of an 
eloquent advocate and the Well diffembled 
partiality of a philofophical Judge. Such 
would probably be the difference between Mr. 
Hume and Mr. Burke, were they to treat oa 
the French Revolution. The paffions of the 
fetter would ovAyfeel the excefles which had 
iifhonbured it ; but the philofophy. of the for- 
toer would inftrud him, that the humaa 
feelings, raifed by fuch events above the level 
erf ordinary fituations, become the fource of 
a guik ahd a heroifm ui^fcnown to the ordi- 
iMtry affairs of nations ; that fuch periods are 
only fertile^ ift thofe fuMime virtues and fplen- 
did criitid^; whiieh fo powerfblly agitate and 
intereft tk^h^&rt of man.. 
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SECTION IV. 




New Cmjiitution of France* • 

;Diflertation approaching to Goqfjplctc-* 
nefs on the, new Conftitution of France 
would, in faft,: be a vaft fyftem of political 
fcience. It would include a davelopemeilt of 
thejjrinciplcf that iTcgulate every portion of 
Cjbyernment. So iramenfe ^n attempt is little 
I XuitedtoQurprefenfelinuts. Bwt fogie remar k? 
01^ jthe pi:oqHttei>t features of th^s; French fyf-^ 
tep^e cxa<3:ed by ^Ije nati^re^qf /0\jr, vindit^ 
tion. They willcoufif^idyeflyQf^dfftn^eof 

* I'cannot help exhorting thofe who defire to have acru-* 
rate notions on the fubjeft of this fedion, to perufc and 
ftudy the delineation of the French Conftitution, which' 
with a corrednefs fo admirable, has been given by Mr, 
Cu&ZSTl£. 

« ^.. theit 
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their gifand THfEORETicjPitiNCiPLE, and tBcir 
moft important Practical: Institution. 

The principle of theory which has aduated 
the Legiflator^ of France has been, that the 
obje.<Sl. of all legitimate Government is the 
allertioa-ai^ji: proteaiDn..of the !hfATURAD 
RiP8ai^B:J^ArN% . Thejr 6a^n6t indced.be 
al»fpbwdr.^fQOOt' d.fviations * from the path 
prQfCjifeW9^tbisTgreat4wrinpple ; few indeed 
09mpjir9^ )ljth thofe of any other body of 
Dfc^hpm hiftosy ; hm prefirvcd any record ; but 
too ^Mftiy ;faci!their owttlglory, and for the 
happinefsi>CtheJiun»n taee^r \ This principle, 
however,' is- the, bafis of their j^ifice, and if 
it be -falfe, the ftruSture muft tall to the 
ground. Againft, tBis . principle, therefore, 
Mn Burke has, with great judgment, direded 
his attack. . Appeals to natural right are^ ac« 

* I ps|itiQiilar)y aUvide t^^ their Colonial pdiicy ; but I 

think it candid to (ay, that t fee in their full force tb^ diffi- 

culties of ''that'em&Arrai&ng bufinefi, 

cording 
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ccf&n§ to him^ injoonMentatid prap^erouir 
A complete abdication and furrender of all na^ 
tural right is made by man in entering into 
Society, and the only rights which be retains 
arr OR£AT£D by the compad: which holds t^ 
gcther the focicty of which be is mea^n 
This dodrine he thus explicitilf tSuU^^^ 
♦* The moment/* fays he^ ** you «hito toy 
«^ thing from the full rights «f tamMck t* 
^^ govern liipifelfs and fufinr any trtifietal po^ 
fitive limi^tion on thoie rigbcSi kom that 
moment the whoie^organixatioa o^ibeiety 
^^ becomes a coniideratson of eonve/iieece.** 
Burke, p. 89. ^^ How caa any mail ckim tinder 
^^ the conventionsof civil ibciety rights which 
.^^ do :not fo much as fuppofe its exiftence-^ 
f * Rights which are al^utely repugnant to 
f * it r^ Ibid. p. 88. To the fame purpofe is 
his whole reafoning from p. 9i to p« i^i. To 
examine this do£trine, therefore, is of furida* 
mental importance* To this effe^ it is not 
jieccfl&ry to ehter oti ?iny elaborate re/earcn 
* :.. into 
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ihtd the metaphyseal principles of politics ahd 
ethics. A full difctlffion df the fubjed would 
indeed demand fudh an inveftigatioii^. Thd 
origin of natural rights muft have been illuf- 
trated, and even their exifteilcc proved againft 
fome theorifts. But fiich an enquiry ^ould 
have been inconfiftent with the nature of a 
publication, of which the objeft was to en- 
force convidion on the people* We are be- 
fides abfolved from the necefiity df it in a 
contfoverfy with Mr; Burke, Whb himfelf re- 
cognizes^ in the moft ample form> the exift- 
etice of thofe natural rights* 

'* tt migtit, perhdps, tiot be difficult t6 proVe, that faf 
irom zfurrendeTy there is not even a dimimttion of the natural 
rights of men by their entrance into Society. The exiftence 
pf fome union, with greater of lels permailenc^ and perfec- 
tion of public for^ fyt public piote^on {ibe tjfence ofGo^ 
i/emment) might be dembnftrated to be coeval^ and co-ex^ 
.tencied with Ain. All tbeoriei Uiett^, whidi fuppofd 
the aSual exljlenei of ^y ^xi dntecedent b the focial^ 
might be convided of &itiiity and fidfiehood; 

Granting 
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Granting their i^xiftencc, the difcuflion i$ 
Ifiortt * The only criterion by which we caa 
^ftimate the portipn of natural right fiirren- 
dcrcd by man on entering into fociety is the 
Gi^jf^ of the furrender. If more is claimed 
than that objeft exafts, it becomes not an oi-^ 

Ij^£l^ but a pretext. Now the obje^ for which 
a maa refigns any portion of bis natural fovo-* 
reignty over his o\yn actions is, that he may 
be prote^ed fromthf abufeoi the fame domi- 
nion in other njeu, No greater facrifice \% 
therefore necefl^y. thart is prefcribed by this 
objed, the reiignatioa of powers that in their 
exercife might be injurious to another. No- 
thingf tberafore, can be more fallacio«id than 
to pretend, th«t we are precluded in the focial 
ftate from uny appeal to natural right^. JJUS* 

* " Troavcr une forme d^aflbciation qui defend* & pro* 
** ttgc dc toute la force commune la perfonfle &.Ie$ bien^ 
<< de cha(|ue aflocie, & par laquelle ehacun s'uniflaolt a tooa 
** rCobeiffi pourtant 4^u lvi-mem$ ^ re/Je aujp Iitr€ gu'au' 
*• paravant?** Roufleau du Coiitrac Social, liVre i, chap. yL 

,1 aitt 
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teainf in k$ full istogntyjand yigori if we ea?^ 
cept that portion pf it which mita mutualiy 
fecrificc for prpte£tjoa*gainftcifcch Qth«r. They 

t M9^ npt in^imid^ed Irpm quoting Jioufleau by ^ 
derifbn of Mr. Burke* Mr. Ilume*s report of hi$ literary 
fecret feems moft unfaithful. The fenfibility, the pride, the 
fervor of his charader, are pledges of his fincetity ; and had 
he even commenced With the fabrication of paradoxes, for 
amaAing attention, it would betray gttat igiiorsliice cS hvt^ 
man joature to fuppofe, that in the ardor of conteft^ and the 
glory q£ fuccels, he mud not have beeome the dupe of his 
own illufions> a convert to his Qwn impofture^ It is indeed not 
iaiprobable, that when rallied on the eccentricity of his pa- 
radoxeS) he might, in a moment of gay eiFufion, have fpokett 
of them as a fport of fancy, and an experiment on the cre- 
^lity of mankind. The Scc^ifh phtlofopher, inacceffibb 
loenthufiafm, and little fufceptible of thofe deprtffions and 
(elevatio^^ tbofe agonies an^.raptures, fo familiar to the vvarm 
and wayward heart of Roufleau, neither knew the fport into 
which hp could be relaxed by gaiety, nor the ardor into 
which he could be exalted by paffion* Mr. Burke, whrfe 
^mperathent is fo ditferent> might have experimental!/ 
known fudi variati<Kl» and learnt bctoer to difisriouiiafiK bt« 
CWfen e^Eufim wd deUbcri^ $^^ 

Ox ^ 
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do not rurrcnderall; thit k not cxa6ked hy 
tht objed they have -in view } and vdi aiever 
Government, under pretence of that furrender 
of natural right which is made for mutual 
fecurity, affumes more than that obje£t rigo^ 
roujly prefcribes, is an ufurpation fupported by 
Ibphiftry,' a defpotifm varnifhed by illufion. 
It follows from this principle, that the fur- 
render of right muft be equal in all the mem- 
bers of fociety, as the objedt is to all precifely 
the fame. In efFeft, fociety, inftead of de- 
ftroying, realizes and fubflantiatos equality. 
\ \\\ z, ftate of nature^ the equality of right is 
an impotent theory, which inequalities of 
ftrength and ikill every moment violate. It 
is called into energy and effe<fl only by fociety. 
As natural equality \i not contefted, and that 
the fum of right furfendered by every indivi- 
dual is equal, it cannot be denied that the 
remnant fpared by the focial compafl: muft be 
c^ual alfo >. Cwil inequalities^ or, more cor- 
redly, civil diftindion, muft exift ih the fodal 
i - . body. 
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body, bccaufe it muft poffefs organs deftined 
for different funftions. But political inequality 
is equally inconfiftent with the principles of 
natural right andthe objeft of civil inftitution*. 

t 'Men retain .a right to g Ihare in their own 
Government^ hecaufe the exercife of the right 
by one man is riot inconfiftent with its pof* . 
feflion by another, which is evidently the only 
cafe where the furreader of ^ natural right 
pan be exafted by foqicty, 

^his do^rine is not more abftradly evi- 

! dent than it is pradtically important. The 

Iflighteft deviation from it legitimates every 

tyranny. If the only criterion of Goveru- 

♦ " But as to the (hare of power^ authority and dircc* 
<* tion which each individual ought to have in the manfige- 
" ment of a ftate, that I muft deny to be among the diredl 
** original rights of man in civil fociety." This is evidently 
denying the ^xiftence of what has been qaUcd /»Q//Vicw4 in 
contradiftindion to civil liberty. 

O 3 ments 
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ments fee the fuppofcd con^enfion wlibfa forkni 
thctn, ALL are equally legitimate, for the 
only interpreter of the convention is the ufago 
of the Government^ which is thus prepoftc- 
roufly made its own ftandard. Governors 
fnuft, indedd, aUde by the ntaxims c^ the 
Conflitution they adminifkr ; but whi^.th^ 
Gonftitution is, muft be on this fyftem iouom^ 
leriail. The S^ing of France it does not, in* 
deed, permit to put out the eyes of the Printes 
of the Blood, nor the Sdphi of Perfia to have 
recourfe to let t res de cachet. Th^y rp"ft tY" ^ 

I tannine by precedent, and oppreft in revtffent 
imitation of the models confecratcd by tbh? 
, tjfage of defpotic predeceflbrs. But if Ihojr 
\ adhere to thefc, there is no remedy for the 
I opprefled, lince an appeal to the rights of Na- 
I ture were tfeafoA againft the principles of the 
I fbcial union. If, indeed, any offence agalnft 
I precedent^ in the kind or degree of oppreffion, 
I be committed, this theory may (though moft 
iuconfiitently) permit refiftancc. But £ts long 

as 
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ds the furmx of afly Government afe pre- 
ferved, it poflfefle^, in a view oiju/iice^ (what- 
ever be its nature) equal claims to obedience. 
This i^erence is irreiiflible, and it is thus evi- 
dent, that the dodrina^ of Mr* Burke are 
doubfy rdfotedby the fallacy of the logic which 
fupports them^ and thi^ abfurdity of the conw 
clufions to which they le^. 

They are alfo virtually eontradifted by the 
kws of all nations. Were his opinions true, 
the language of laws Ihould be permij/he^ not 
refiriSiive. Had men furrendered all their 
fights into the hands of the magiftrate^ the 
obje£l: of laws ihould have been to announce 
the portion he was pleslfed t^ return them, no£ 
the part of which he i^ compelled to deprive 
them. The criminal code of all nations con- 
Ms of prohiMidnSi and Whatever is not pro- 
hibited by the kw, men ev^ry where concdye 
Aemfclves entitled to do with impunity. 
They aft On the principle which this langua^ 

O 4 of 
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. pf law, teaches them, that they retain ri^ts 

I which no power can inapair qr infringe, which 

I are not the boon of fociety, but the attribute 

of their nature. The rights of roagiftrat^s and 

I public officers are truly the creatures of, Sp- 

i ciety. They, therefore, are guided,, not by 

what the lavi^ does ixoi prghikit^ but by what 

it authorizes or enjoins. W?r<5 th? rights ojf 

citizens equally created by fpcial inftitution, 

the language of the civil code would, be limi- 

iar, and the obediencie qf fubjefts would have 

the fame limits. 

I This doftrine, thus falfe in its principles, 
abfurd in its conclufions, and cojitrftdi(Sted by, 
the avowed fenfe of mankind, i^ even aban- 
doned by Mr. BurJ^e himfelf. Hp is betrayed 
; into a confeflion dir^ftly repugnant %o hjs ge- 
I neral principle.^-* ■ Whatever each man can 
** do withput trefpafling on othprs, Jie has a 
f^ RIGHT .to do for hin^felf, and he has a 
f* RIGHT to a fair portion of alj. that fo 

^* ciety, 
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^^ ciefy, with all its combinations of Ikill and 
^' force, can do for him." Either this right 
^8 univerfal, or it is not. If it be univerfal, it 
c*annot be the offspring of convention, for 
ooiiventions muft be as various as forms of 
govertiment, and there are many of them 
which do. not recognize this right, nor place 
mail in this condition of juft equality. All 
Governments, for example, which tolerate 
flavcry negleft this right : for a flave is neither 
entitled to the fruits of his own induftry^ nor 
to any portion of what the combitied force 
and Iklll of fociety produce. If it be not uni- 
verfal, it is no right at all, and it can only be 
called a privilege accorded by fome Govern- 
ments,, and with-held by others. I can dif- 
cern no mode of efcaping from this dilemma, 
but the avowal that thefe civil claims are the 
remnant of thofe metaphyjic rights which Mr. 
Burke holds in fuch abhorrence, but which it 
fe^ms the more natural objed of fociety to 
proted than deftroy. 

But 
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But it may be urgcd^ that though ail ap* 
peals to the natural rights of men be not pre-* 
eluded by the focial compact, thoug'h the inte- 
grity and perfeftion in their civil ftate may the* 
oreticaliy be admitted, yet as men unqueftion^ 
ably may refrain from the excrcife of tfaetr 
rights, if they think their exertion unwife : 
and as Government is not a fcientific fubtlcty^ 
but zpraSkai expedient for general good, all 
recourfe to thefe elaborate abftradkioiis is frivo- 
lous and futile, and the grand queflion ia Go- 
vernment is not its fource, but its tendency ; 

I 

I not a qoeftion of right, but a coniiderttion of 

expediency. Political fbrms, it may be added, 
are only the means of enfuring a certain por-r 
tion of public felicity. If the endhc cofifef-^ 
|] fcdly obtained, all difcuiRon of the theoretical 
aptitucb of the means to produce it is nugatory 
and redundant. 

To this 1 anfwer,/>y?, that fuch reafoning 
will prove too much, and that, taken in its 

proper 
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1 proper extent, it impeaches tfee great fyftoia 
of morals, of which political principles form 
only a part. All morality is, no dowbt, fodnded 
t)ii a broad ahd general expediency — ^^ Jf§m 
** utilitas jufii pr&pe maier & tqui^ may b* 
i^lf ^dc^ed, without the tdierye dictated by 
the timid atid inconftant philofophy of the 
Poet^ Jufti<ie is expediency, but it is expe-* 
didiKy, fpeaking by general maxims, into 
Whith rea£3n has concentrated the ^xperiem:# 
of maddkind« Every general principle of juf- 
txt \$ demcHiftrably expedient, mad it is this 
* utyity aknle tjblat confers on it a moral oUiga-n 
tioi». i Btrt:. it wtnild be fatal to the. exiftentfe 
9i iit0|)|Ht)r^ if the utility of 4\rery particular 
a£l were to be .the fiilgc6t qf deliberation in the 
mind of every moral agent. A general moral 
fja%]|^ i$ to be obeyed, oven if the inutility is 
|BTi4?^>t, bi^caujfe; the precedent of deyiating 
f mof ^ than, ba^knces any utility that may exifl: 
V'inthe partiq^laf/d^sviation. Political fir^ prinr 
levies are of thjw dcrfcriptioiv T^hey are only 

nioral 
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rrxoral priiiciptes adapted to the civil union of 
men. When I affcrt that a man has a right 
to life, liberty, &c. I only inean " to^ anun* 
ciate a MORAL maxim founded on general 
interejl^ which prohibits any\ attack oh thefe 
pofleffions.' In this primary aftd radicat feb&, 
I all ri^ts, natural as well as civil, arife frori^ 
expedi enc y. But the moment the mpral edi- 
fice is reared, its bafis is hid from the eye for 
ever. The moment thefe maxims. Which 
are founded on an utility that is paramount and 
perpetual, are embodied and confecrated, they 
ceafe to yield to partial and fubordinate tpxpe* 
dien c y > It thefn bebomes the petfe£l:ioa'<if 
virtue to'ccnfider, not whether an a^lion b« 
ufeful, but whether it be right. -^ ' «. 

' Tlie fame neceffify for the fubftttutfon of 
; general maxims exifts in politics as in moralsl 

Thefe precife and inflexible principles, whkli 
Wield neither to the feduftions of paffion, nor 
uhe fuggeftion of intereft, ought to be the 

guide 
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guide of public as well as private morals.— 
AOing according to the natural rights of men, 
is only another expreffion for afling according 
to thofe GENERAL MAXIMS of focial morals 
which prefcribe what is right and Jit in human 
intercourfe. We have proved that the focial 
compaft does not alter thefe maxims, or de- 
ftroy thefe rights, and it inconteftibly fol- 
lows, from the fame principles which guide 
all morality, that no expediency can juftify 
their infradlion. 

The inflexibility of general principles is,^ 
indeed^ perhaps more neceflary in political 
^norals than in any other clafs of anions. If 
the confideration of expediency be admitted, 
the queftion recurs, who are to judge of it ? 
They arc never the /»^«y whofe jntereft is at 
ftake : Thfcy cannot judge, and no appeal to 
them is hazarded. They are theymr, whofe 
intereft is linked tp the perpetuity of opprcf- 
fion and abufe. Surely that Judge ought to 

be 
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be bouynd down by the driGtcA rulcs^ who is 
widetnably tnterefled in the decifi<» ; and he 
would fcarcely be efteecned a wife Legifl^tor^ 
who fliouid veft in the next heir to a lonatio 
a diferetionary power to judge of his fanity or 
M derangement. Far more neceflary then is die 
I d)edience to g^ieral principles, and the main# 
ttnznct of natural rights, in politics than in 
the morality of common life. The moment 
that the flendcreft infra^ion of thefe rights is 
permitted for motives of convihience^ the bul*- 
wark of all upright politics is loft. If a fmall 
convenience will juftify a little infradion, a 
greater pretended convenience will expiate t 
bolder violation. The Rubicon is paft. Ty^* 
rants oever feek in vain for fophifts. Pre- 
tences are multiplied without difEcultjr and 
without end. Nothing, therefore, but »n in- 
iexible ac&erence to the principles of general 
right can preferve the purity, confifteocy, 
and inability of a free State. 
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We have thus vindicated the firft theorcti-^ 
eel principle of Frcoch legiflation. The doc- 
trine of an abfolutc furrender of natural rights 
by ciyil and fociat man, has appeared to be 
dcducai from inadequate prcmifes; and to 
condu6: to abfurd concktiions, to landify the 
ipoft atrocious defpotifm, to .outrage the moft 
avowed convictions of men, and, finally, to be 
abandoned, as hopelefsly untenable by its iu- 
Ithor. The exiftence and perfedion of thefe? 
Irights being proved, the firft duty of law- 
jgivcr^ and magiftrates is to aflfert and prote£t' 
khem, Moft wifely and aufpicioufly then did 
■France commence her regenerating labours 
Iwith a folemn declaration of thefe facred, in- 
f aUen^Ie, and imprefcriptible rights — a decla- 
ration which muft be to the citizen the moni- 
tor of his duties, as well as the oracle of his 
rights; by a perpetual recurrence to which 
the deviations of the ma^^flrate are to be 
checked, the tendency of power to abtife qor- 
refted, and every political propofition (being 

compared 
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compared with the end of fociety) corredly 
and difpaffionately eftimated. Thefe declara- 
tions of the rights of men originated from the 
juvenile vigor of reafon and freedom in the 
new world, where the human mind was un- 
incumbered with that vaft mafs of uf^ge and 
prejudice, which fd mapy ages of ignorance 
had accumulated, to load and deform fociety 
in Europe. France learned this, among other 
leflbns, from America ; and ic is perhaps the 
only expedient that can be devifed by human 
wifdom to keep alive the public vigilance 
againft the ufurpation of partial interefts, by 
perpetually prefenting the general right and 
the general intereft to the public eye. Thus 
far I truft will be found correal the fcientific 
principle which has been the Polar Star, by 
the light of which the National Aflembly of 
France has hitherto navigated the vefTel of the 
State, amid fo mstny tempefts howling de- 
-ftruition around them on every fide* i 

There 
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• I'bet-e remains a miicH more exteiifive and 
ctim plicated enquiry, the confideration of their 
political inftitutions. Ai it is impoffible to 
examine all, we hiuft liniit oiir remarks to 
thi5 moid itaportint. To fpeak then generally 
of their Cohftitutioiii it is a preliminary 1-e- 
mark, that the application of the word De- 
mocracy to it is fallacious and illufive.— ^ — ^ 
If that wdrdj indeed, be takeii in its etylomo^ 
gicalfenfe^ as the po^er of thfe people, it is i 
Democracy, and fo is all legitimate Govern-^ 
mejit; But if it be taken in its hiftorical 
{tvi{^^ it is not fo, for it does not refenible 
thofe Governments which have been called 
Democracies in ancient of niodern times. la 
the ancient Democracies there was neither re- 
presentation nor diyifion of powers. The 
I'abble legiflated^ judged and exercifed every 
p{\\i|ical authority. I do not mean to deny 
that in Athens, the Democracy of which hif- 
tory has tranfmitted to us the moft monu- 
ments^ there did cxift fome feeble controls* 

P But 
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But it has been well remarked, that a multi- 
tude, if it was compofed of Newtons, muft 
be a mob. Their will muft be equally un* 
wife, unjuft, and irrefiftible. The authority * 
of a corrupt and tumultuous populace has in- 
deed by the beft writers of. antiquity been re- 
garded rather as an Ochlocracy than a Demo- 
cracy, as the defpotifm of the rabble, not the 
dominion of the people* It is a degenerate 
Democracy. It is a febrile paroxyfm of the 
focial body, which muft fpeedily terminate in 
convalefcence or diffolution. 

^The New Conftitution of France is almof^ 
dircftly the reverfe of thefe forms. It veftt 
the legiflative authority in the Reprefentative$ 
of the people, the executive in an hereditary 
Firft Magiftrate, and the judicial in Judges^ 
periodically elefted, unconnefted cither with 



the Legiflature or with the executive Magif- 
trate. To confound fuch a conftitution with 
the Democracies of antiquity, for the purpofc 

of 
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of quoting hiftorical and experimental evi«» 
dence againft it, is to recur to the moft paltry 

^nd {hallow arts of fophiftry. In difcuf- 

iing it, on the prefent ocGafion, the firft 
queftion that arifes regards the mode of pon- 
ftituting the Legiflature, and the firft divifion 
of this queftion, which confiders the right 
of fufFrage, is of primary Importance in 
Commonwealths. Here I moft cordially agree 
with Mr. Burke * in reprobating the impotent 
land prepofterous qualification by which thd 
Affembly have disfrdnchifed every citizen who 
does not pay a direft contribution equivalent 
to the price of three days labour* Nothing 
can be more evident than its inefBcacy for any 
purpofe but the difplay of inconfiftency, and 
the violation of juftice. But thefe remarks 
were made at the moment of difcuffion in 
France, and the plan f was combated in the 

* P. 257-^. 

t t*or the hiftory of this decree, the 27th and 29th days 
of Odobcr, 1789, fee the Proch verbaux of thefe days.-* 
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Aitcmbly with all the force 6f feafon atkl ela- 
quetice by the moft confpicuotis leaders of the ^ 
popular party. M* M. Mirabeau, Target, and 
Petion, more particiilarly diftinguiflied them- 
felves by their oppofition. But the more timid 
and prejudiced members of the democratic 
party ihrunk from fo bold an innovation in 
political fyftems, as justice. They fluctu- 
ated between their principles and their preju- 
dices, aiid the ftruggle terminated in an illu- 
five compromife, the conftant refource of fee- 
ble and temporizing chara£tc«. They were 
content that Iitt/e praftical evil ihould in fa€t . 
be produced .^^^Tbeir views were not fuffici- 
ently enlarged and. exalted to perceive, that 

the INVIOLABILITY of PRINCIPLES is the 

Palladium of virtue and of freedom. The mem- 
bers of this defcription do not, indeed, form 
the majority of their party ; but Ariftocratic 



Sta? alfo the Journal de P^riSy No. 301, & Les Revolutions 

)rities amply 

minority. 



de Paris^ No. 17, p. 73, t^ feq, Thefe authorities amply 
corroborate the »flertions of the text, . 
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miabrity, arixioua for whatever might diflio- 
nor or erribarrafs the Aflembly, eagerly doat- 
lefeed with them, and ftained the infant Con- 
ftitution with this abfurd ufurpation. 



An enlightened and relpeiSlable antagohiil: 
of Mr. Burke has attempted the defence of 
this meafure. In a letter to Earl Stanhope^ 
p. 78-^9, it is contended, that the fpirit c£ 
this regulation accords exaftly with the prin- 
ciples of natural juftice, becaufe even in an 
unfocial ftate^ the /i^is^^^r has a claim only oji 
charity, and he who produces nothing has no 
right to fhare in the regulation of what is 
produced by the induftry of others. But 
whatever be the juftice of disfranchifing the 
unpr6du6tive' poor, the argument i^;, in point 
of fa£t, totally mifapplied. Domeftic fervants 
are excluded by the decree* of the Aflembly, 
though they fubfift a? evidently on the pro- 
duce of their own labpur ^s any other clafs of 
men in fociety ; and to them therefore the ar» 

P 3 gument 
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gument of pur acute and; Ingenious writer is 

totally inapplicable*. But it is the confola-' 

tion of the confiftent friends of freedom^ that 

this abufe muft be (hort-lived. The fpirit of 

reafpn and liberty, which has atchieved fuch 

mighty vidories, cannot long be refifted by 

this puny foe. The number of primary clec^ 

tors is at prefent fo great, and the importance 

of their (ingle votes fo proportionally little, 

that their intereft in refifting the extenfion of 

the right of fufFrage is infignificantly fmalL 

Thus much have I fpoken of the ufurpation 

of the rights of fufFrage with the ardor of an* 

xious, affe£tion, aqid the freedom of liberal 

admiration. The moment is too ferious for 

* It has.been very juftly remarked, that even on die idea 
ci ttmation^ all men have equal rights of cle^ion. For the 
man who is too poor topay adireft contribution to the State, 
ftill pays a tax in the increafed price of his food and, cloaths. 
It is befides to be obferved, that life and liberty are more fa' 
cred than property, and that the right of fufFrage is the only 
fliield that can guard them. 

compliment. 
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compliment, and I leave untouched to the 
partizans of defpotifm, their monopoly of 
Wind and fervile applaufe*, 

I muft avow, with the fame franknefs, 
equal difapprobation of the elements of terri- 
tory and contribution which enter into the 
proportion of Reprefentatives deputed by the 
various portions of the kingdom. Territbrial 
or financial reprefentationf, is a monftrous 

* •* Hejvho freely magnifies what has been nobly done, 
and fears not to declare as freely what might have been 
done, better gives you the beft covenant of his fidelity. His 
higheftpraife is not flattery, and his pjlaineft advice is praife/' 
Milton's Jreopagltlca. 

f Montefquieu, I think, mentions a federative Republic 
in Lycla^ where the proportion of Reprefentatives deputed 
by each State was in a ratio compounded of its population and 
contribution. There might be fome plaufibility in this in- 
ititution among confederated independent States, but it is 
groffly abfurd in a Commonwealth, which is vitally One, 
In fuch a ftate, the contribution of all being proportioned to 
their capacity, it is relatively to the contributors squal, 

P 4 and 
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relic of apcient prejudice. Land or ttioaey 
cannot be reprefented. M6a only can be re- 
prefented, and population alone ought to rer 
gulate the number of Reprefentatives which 
^ny diftrijSt delegajios. i ; 

The next confideration that pr<?f?nts i|felf 
is, the pature of thofe bodies into whiph the 
citizens of France are to be organized for the 
perfoimance of their political funftions. — In 
this important part of the fubjeft; Mr. Burke 
Jias committed fome fundamental eq^o^s. It 
is more amply, ' more dexteroufly, and more 
correctly treated by M. de Calonne, of whofe 
work this difcufliou forms the moft intereft- 
ingpart. 

The Aflembli^s into which the people of 
France are divided, are ofy^/zr kinds.-r-Prima- 
ry, Municipal, Ele<aoral, and Adminiftrative^ 

and if it can confer any political claims, they muf^ derive 
from it equal rights. 

To 
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* To. the Municipalities belong the care of 
preferving the police, and colleding the reve-» 
nue within their . jurifdidion. An accurate 
id^a of their nature and object may be formed 
)>y fuppofing the country of England uniformly 
^divided, ' and governed, ' like its cities an4 
jtp^ns, by najgiftracies of popular eledion. 

The Primary .Affemblies, the firft, elements 
of the Commonwealth, are formed by all the 
citizens, who pay a diredt contribution, equal 
tp theprice of three days labour, which, may 
be averaged at half a Grown Englifli. Their 
ftfnaions are purely ele£t:oral, They, fend Re- 
prejfentativ^ dir^dlly to the Aflenibly of the 
JDepgrtmsnt^ in the proportion of one to every 
hundred a^ive citizens. This they do not; 
fhrough the medium of the diftrift, as was 
originally propofed by the Conftitutional Com- 
mittee, and has been erroneoufly ftated by . 
Mn Burke. They fend, i|»deed, Reprefenta- 
tives to the Affembly of the diftrid, but it is 

the 
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the objed of that Affembly not to depute 
cledors to the department, but to cleft tht 
adminiftrators of the diftrift itfelf. 

The Eleftoral Affemblies of the Depart^ 
mentSy formed by the immediate delegates of 
the people in their primary Affemblies, ekft 
the Members of the LegiflaturQ, the Judges, 
the Adminiftrators, and the * Bifliop of tht 
Department. 

The Adminiftrators are every where the of 
gans and inftruments of the Executive Power. 
As the provinces of France, under her an- 
cient Government were ruled by Governors, 
Intendants, &c. appointed by the Crown, fb 
they are now governed by thefe adminiftra- 
tive bodies, who are chofen by the Ele<Sloral 
Affemblies of the Departments. 

* Every Dcparonent is an Epifcopal Sec. 

Such 
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' Such is the rude outline of that elaborate 
organization which the French Legiflaturc 
have formed. Details arc not neceffary to 
my purpofe ; and I the morcchearfully abftaia 
from them, becaufe I know that they will be 
fpeedily laid before the Public by a perfon far 
more competent to deliver them with prccifi- 
on, and illuftrated with a very correft and ingc* 
nious chart of the New Conftitution pf France. 

Againft the arrangement of thefe Aflem- 
blies, many fubtle and fpecious objeftions are 
urged, both by Mr. Burke and the exiled Mi- 
i nifter of France, The firft and moft formi- 
I dable is, ** The fuppofed tendency of it to 
** difmember France into a body of confede- 
** rated Republics." To this objeftion there 
are feveral unanfwerable replies. But before 
I ftate them, it is neceffary to make one di- 
ftindtion. Thefe feveral bodies arc, in a cer- 
tain fenCe independent, in what regards fub- 
ordinate and interior regulation. But they 

are 
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I are riot independent In the fenfe which the 
cbjfedion fiippofcs, that of pofleffinga feparatc 
win from that of the nation, or influencing, 
but by- their Reprefentatives, the general fyf- 
tern of the State , ' Nay, it may ,be demon^ 
ftrated, that the Legiflators of France have 
folicitpufly provided more elaborate precau^ 
tions againft this difmemberment than have 
been adopted by any recorded Government* 



. The firfl: circumftance which is adyerfe to 
it is the tninutenefs of the parts into which the 
iingdom is divided. They are too fmall to 
poffefs a feparate force. A3 elements of the 
focial order, as particles of a great political 
body, they are fomething : but as infulated 
States, they would be impotent. Had France 
httw moulded into great rpafles, each of thenpi 
mi gilt have been ftrong enough ^o clain^ ^ fe- 
parate will ; but divided as fhe is, nq body of 
citizens is confcious of fufficient ftrength to 
feel their fentiments of ^ny importance, but 

as 
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%& conftitu^nt parts of the general Will/ Sur-* 
vey the-Adminiftrative, the Primary, and the 
Eledoral Affemblies, and nothing will be 
more evident than their importance in indivi- 
duality. The MunicipaUties, furely, are not 
likely to arrogate independence* Aj^Sgo^th 
part of the kingdom has not energy fnffi- 
cient for feparate exiftence, nor can a hope 
arife in the Affembly of fuch a flender com- 
munity of influencing, in a direct and di^flato- 
rial manner, the counfels of a great State. 
Even the ele£Voral Affemblies of the Depart- 
ments do not, as we Ihail afterwards Ihew, 
poffefs force enough to become independent 
confederated Republics. 

Another circumftance, powerfully hoftile 
to this difmemberment, is the deftruftion of 
the ancient provincial divifion of the king- 
dom. In lio part of Mr. Burke's work have 
his arguments been chofen with fuch infeli- 
. city of feleftioh as in what regards this fub- 
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jcA. He has not only erred, but his cttot ii 
the precife reverfe of truth. He reprefetits 
is the harbinger of difcord what is, in faft, 
the inftrument of union. He miftakes the 
cemclit of the edifice for afourceof inftability 
ind a principle of repulfion. France was, 
^tinder the ancient Governrtient, an union of 
Provinces, acquired at various times, and on 
different conditions, differing in conftitution^ 
kws, language, manners, privileges, jurifdic- 
tion, and revenue. It had the exterior of a 
fimple Monarchy, but it was in reality an ag-* 
gregate of independent States. The Monarch 
was in one place King of Navarre, iri another' 
Duke of Brittany; in a third Count of Pro-* 
vence, in a fourth Dauphin of Vienne. Uiidei* 
thefe various denominations*, he pofTefTed, at 
leaft nominally, different degrees of power", 
and he certainly exercifed it under different 
fbrms,-— The mafs ccmpofed of thefe hetero- 
geneous and difcordant elements, was held 
together by the comprefling force of defpotifm* 

When 
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When that compreffioii was withdrawn, the 
provinces muft have refumed their ancient 
independence, perhaps in a form more abfo- 
lute than as members of a federative Repyb- 
lie. Every thing tended to Infpirc provincial 
and to extinguifli «^//^;^^/ patriotifm* -The 
inhabitants of Bretagne, or Guienne, felt, 
themfelves linked together b^ ancient haW- 
tildes^ by congenial prejudices, by limilar 
manners, by the relics of their ConfUtution^ 
and the common name of their country ; but 
their character as members of the French Em- 
J)ire, could only remind them of long and ig^ 
nominious fubjeftion to a tyranny, of which 
they had only felt the ftrength in exaftion^ 
and bleflfed the lenity in neglecjt. Thefc 
caufes muft have formed the provinces into 
independent Republics, and the deftru<9:ida 
of their provincial exiftence was indifpenfible 
to the prevention of this difmemberment* It 
19 impoflible to deny, that men united by no 
previous habitude, (whatever may be faid of 
* the 
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the policy of the union in other reffiefts) are 
lefs qualified for that union of will and fofce, 
which produces an independent Republic, 
than provincials on whom every circumftance 
tended to confer local and partial atti^aftiori ^ 
and a repulfion to the common center of thd 
national fyftem. Nothing could have beeii 
more inevitable than the independence of 
thofe great provinces, which had never been 
moulded and organized into one Empire i and 
we may boldly pronounce, in dire£i oppofi* 
tion to Mr, Burke^ that the new divifion of 
the kingdom was the only expedient thaK 
Gould have prevented is' difmemberment into 
z confederacy of fovereign Republics^ 



The folicitous ahd elaborate divijidn of 
fowers^ is another expedient of infallible ope* 
ration, to preferve the unity of the body po-* * 
litic* The Municipalities are limited to mi*'" 
nute and local adminiftration. * The Primary 
jijjemblies folely to eledtions. The Jffemblies 
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iflhe X^firiii ta objeijis of adminiftration and 
control f^ a fuperior clafs j and the AJj^mbHe$ * 
^ the J^epartments^ where this m!ay be th^ > 
moft apprehended, pc^efs fuiKSlioiis purely 
elcftorah' : They ele^ Judges, Lfegiflators^ 
Adminiftrators, and Minifters of Religion^ 
hut tbejare to exert no authority legiflativei 
adminiftrative, or judiciaL- - In any other ca^ 
pacity but that of executing their eled^oral 
ftui6iion,s, in voting an addrefs, an inftriidion, 
or a c^nfure, they are phly fimplc citizens** 



* Compare tbefc remarks with the i-eafoning of M. Ga* 
lonne under tlie head, ** S^ue faut-il penfer de t etahViJJcment 
•* perpetuel de 83 yfffembleesy composies chacune de plus boo 
-" tltvy^s^ charts dt choix des Legi/lateurs Supremes^dtL 
" thotx 4^s Adminijirateurs Pr^lnciauxy du choh des Juges^ 
•* du Mff dei Principaux Mimftres du Cultt^ fff ayant en 
** tenfequence k droit de fe metlre tn aSiivite toutesfois (^ 
** qtiictnUjf** The.objeftion which we are combating is ' 
ftated with griat preciGon by M. de Calonne, from p 358 
to pi 372 of bis work. The difcuffion ft^uft be maturely 
weighed by every reader who would fathom the l9gtilatioi| ^ 
of France. * 
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But whatever danger might be apprdiended 
from the affumptioii of powers by thifc for- 
fnidaWe Affemblies, the depofitaries of fuch 
cxterifive elcfloral powers are precluded by 
another circuinftancc, which totally difquali-^ 
fies and unnerves them for any purpofc but 
that for which they are created by the Con- 
ftitution* They ztf^biennwUy renewed, and 
their fugitive nature- makes fyftematic ufur-* 
pation hopelefs. What power, indeed, could 
they poflefs of dictating to the National Af^ 
fertibly*, or what in tcreft could the members 
of that Aflfembly have in obeying the man- 



* I do not mean that their voice will not be there re- 
^fted. That wouW be to ftippbfe the Legiflatttre as info- 
icntly corrupt as that df a nei^bouring Government of 
pretended freedom* I only mein to affert, that they cannot 
poflefs fuch ^ power as will enable thefn to dilate inftruc* 
tipns to their Reprefentatives as aothoritatitely as Sovereignt 
do to their EmbafTadors ; which^ is the idea c^ a toftfedezated 
Republic, 

• ' dates 
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tktes ^ ihofe who held a6 fugitive and pre* 
carious a power as their own ; not one of 
whom might, at the next elediion^ have 
^ fefifrage to btfftow ? The fame probability 
gives the provincial AdminiAratorS that por- 
tion of independance which the Coiiftitutiott 
demands. By a- ftill ftronger reafoh^ the 
Judges, who are elededforfi* years, ihuft 
feel themfelves independent dF c(>nftitilent« 
whom tbtre ele^ions may fo radically and. 
completely chahge* Thefe Circumftahcet 
then, the minutenefs of thedivifions, the dif* 
folution of provincial ties, the elaborate di* 
ftributio^i of powers, And the fugitive con* 
jftitution of the Eleftofal Aflemblies, feem to 
form an infuperable barrier againft the af^ 
fumption of fuch powers by any of the bo* 
dies kilo which France is organized, as 
would tend to produce the federal form^ 
't'hus the firft great arguftient of Mr* 
BvRKfi and MoKSisilR Bfi Calonz^s feems 
Q3 to 
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to be refuted in principles^ if not in the cX^ 
panfion of detail. 

' The next objeftioti that is to be Gonfidered 
18 peculiar to Mr. Bufke. "X^^ f^l^&^dination 
pfeledlions has beeft regarded by the admirers 
f>f the Fretich lawgivers :as a mafter-t)iece of 
Jegiflative wifdom. It feemed as great an im- 
provement on reprefentative Government; as 
t^refentation itfelf was on pure Democracy* 
No extent of tef rltority is too great for a po- 
pular Government f htis organized ; and ^s the 
primary Aff^mblies niay be divided to any 
4egree of minutenef^ jthe moft perfeft order 
is* reGoncileafbie . with the wideft difFufibn of 
-political right.: Democracies were fuppofed 
ijy philofoph^rs lo be ncceffarily fmall, and 
therefore feeble y to demand numerous Afr» 
jfemblie^, a6d Jc>::b? therefore v?nal and to* 
fl[1iVlltUOMS.; Yet ' this : great ^ilCpv^y, which 
^yes. force. %i?d. Or 4ef 4o^fp:high a. degree. to 
^pular Governmcnts,-islrondemned and de- 
rided 
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rjded by Mr. Burke. Aa immediate conntc* 
tion between the reprefentative and the^r/- 
mary conftituent, he confiders a$ eflential to 
the idea of reprefentation. As the eleftors in 
the Primary Aflemblies do not immediately 
leleft their lawgivers, he regards their rights 
pf fuffiage as ijominal and illufory,^. It will 
in the firft inftance be remarked, from the. 
^atement which has already been given, that 
in ftating three interpofed ele&ions betweea 
the primary eledtors and the Legiflature, Mr.. 
# Burke has committed a moft important error 
in point of fa£t. The original plan of the 
Copftitutional Committee was indeed agree- 
a|)le tp the ftatement of Mr. Burke. The 
Prin^ry Aflemblies were to ele<^ Deputies tq 
the. Diftria, the Diftrid to the Department, 

. * p. 27Q — 2. *^ For wh^tare tJiefe Primary Eleflors 

^* COinpliaienl;ed, or rather mocked with a choice ? — Thejf 

*' can never know any thing of the qualities of him that 

** is Xo fervc thcmj nor has he any obligation to fcrv^ 

4<them," 

. . 0^3 and 
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and the Department to the Natifimal Aflem* 

bljr. But this plan was forcibly and fucpefs- 

YuUy combated. It was rcprefented as tending 

to introduce a vicious complexity into the 

Gqvernment, and, by making the channel 

through which the national will pafles inta 

its public a£ls fo circuitous, to enfeeble its 

energy under pretence of breaking its vio^ 

Jence. Nit was accordingly radically changed, 

The feries of three clefftjons was ftill preferv- 

cd for the choice of provincial Adminiftrators, 

but the Eleftoral Affemblics in the Departs 

ments^ who arc the immediate conftituents of 

the Legiflature, are dtre£ily chofen by the 

Prhnqry Affemblics^ in the proportion of one 

eleftof to every hundred aftive citizens*. 

But 

♦ For a charg(j of fuch fundamental inaccuracy again A 
Mr. Burke, the Public will moft juftly and naturally expe£l^ 
the higheft evidence. I do therefore boldly appeal to the 
Decret fur la nouvelle Dlvifion du Royaumc^ Art. 17.— 7I0 the 
Vrocli Verbal oi tlic Affcmbly for the 22d Dec. 1789. If 

this 
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But ta return t:o the general queftion, 
which is perhaps not much aflfedted by thefe 
details. I profefs I fee no reafon why the 
right of election is not as fufceptible of dele- 
gation as any other civil function, why a ci- 
tizen may not as well delegate the right of 
chooiing law-givers, as that of making laws. 
Such a gradation of eleiftions, fays Mr. Burke^ 
excludes refponfibility and fubftantial eledtion, 
iince the primary ele<9:ors neither can know^ 
nor bring to account the members of the Af* 
fembly. 

this evidence demanded any collateral aid, the authority oF 
M. Cahnnt (which it is remarkable diat Mr. Burke fhould 
have overlooked) corroboraies it moft amply. *^ On ordonne 
*< que chacune de ces Ailemblees (Primmrts) nommera tin 
«* Electeur a raifon de loo citoycns adlife." — CalomiCt 
p. 360. ** Ces cinquantes mille Ex-^CTEURS (des Departi* 
^* mentsj choiiis de deux ans en deux ans paries Ass£M« 
<« BLEES Primaires." Id. ibid. The Ex-Minifter, in- 
deed, is rarely to be dete£ted in any departure from the lb« 
]icitQ^ accuracy of pi:ofi:i&onal detail. 

0^ This 
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^ This argument has (confiderihg' the pecu«f 
liar lyftcm of Mr. Burke) appeared to me to 
be the moft fingular and inconfiftent *hat he 
has urged in his work, Reprefentation itfelf 
Hiuft be confcffed to be an infringement on 
the n^oft perfeft liberty, for the beft organized 
fyflem cannot preclude the poffibijity of a 
variance between the popular and the reprt^ 
fentative will. Refponfibility, ftridtly and ri- 
goroufly fpeaking, it can rarely admit, fat 
the fecrets pf political fraud are fo impene- 
trable, and the line which feparates cpprupt 
decifion from erroneous judgment to indifcer- 
iiibly minute, that the cafes where the Der 
putiesi could be made properly relponfible arc 
too few to be named as exceptions. Their 
difmtJJiQn is all the puriifhment that can be in- 
fiidted, and all that the beft Conftitution can 
attain is a high probability of unifon between 
the conftituent and his deputy. This feems 
attained in the arrangements of France. The . 
electors of the Departments are fo numerous, 
.^ and 



Digitized by 



Google 



X 249 ) 

and fo popularly eledled, that there is the 
'hi^t^ probability of their being aftuated iti 
their eleftions, and re-eleSlions^ by the fenti- 
ments of the Primary Affcmblies. They 
have too many points of contact with the ge- 
tieral mafs to have an infulated opinion, and 
1:oo fugitive an exiftence to have a feparate in- 
tereft. It is befides to be remarked, that they 
come immediately from among the people, 
with all their opinions, and predilections, and 
enmities, to their eleftive fundlions ; and it is 
furely improbable, that, too fhortly united iot 
the acquiiition of a corporation fpirit, they 
fliould have any will or voice but that of their 
conftituents. This is true of thofe cafes 
where the merits or demerits of candidates 
may be fuppofed to have reached the Primary 
Afiemblies. In thofe far more numerous 
cafes, where they are too obfcure to obtain 
that notice, but by the polluted medium of a 
popular canvas, this delegation is ftill more 
evidently wife. The peafant, or artizan, who 

IS 
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is* a primary eledlor, knows intimately mea 
among his equals, or immediate fuperiors, who 
have information andhonefty enough to chufc 
a good rpprefentative. But among this clafe 
(the only one which he can l^now fufficiently 
to judge) he rarely meets with any who have 
genius, leifure, and ambition for that fituatioa 
themfelves. Of the candidates to be eledor^ 
in the Department^ he may be a difintereftcd, 
deliberate, and competent judge. But wer« 
^* be to.b^ complimented, or rather mocked,** 
with the direft right of eleding to the legif- 
Utive body, he muft, in the tumult, vena* 
lity, and intoxication of an election mob, 
giv<< his fufFrage without any p^ble juft 
knowledge of the fituation, charader, and 
condud of the candidates. So unfortunately 
falfe, indeed, feems the opinion of Mr. Burke, 
that this arrangement in the French Ccmfti*^ 
tution is the only one that fubftantially, and 
in good faith, provides for the exercife of de- 
liberate difcrimination ift the cpnftituent. 

The 
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The hierarchy of ele^ions Was obtruded on 
France by neceffity. Had they rejefted it, 
they had only the alternative of tumultuous 
eleiaoral Affemblies, or a tumultuous Legif- 
lature. If the primary eleftoral Affemblies 
were to be fo divided as to avoid tumult, their 
d^uties would be fb numerous as to make 
the National Aflembly a mob. If the number 
of clcftoral Aflemblics were reduced accord^ 
ing to the number of deputies that ought to 
conftitute the Legiflature, each of them would 
be numerous enough, on the other hand, to 
be alfo a mob. I cannot perceive that pecu* 
liar unfitnefs which is hinted at by Mr. 
Burke* in the right of per/onal choice to be 
delegated. It is in the praftice of all States 
delegated to great officers, who are entruftcd 
with the power of nominating their fubordi- 

♦ ** Of all the powers to be delegated by thofe who have 
** any real means of judging, the moft peculiarly unfit i$ 
** what relates to a perfonal choice." Bu&ke, p. 271. 

nate 
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nate ageaf s. It is in the moft ordinary affidrs 
of cpnimon life delegated, when our ultimate 
reprefentatives are too remote from us to bo 
within the fphere of our obfervation. 

It is remarkable that M. Calonne, addref^ 
fing'his work to a people enlightened by the 
mafterly difcuflions to which thefe fubjeds 
have given rife, has not, in all the fervor of 
his zeal to criminate the new inflitutions, 
hazarded this objedion. This is not the only 
inftance in which the Ex-Minifter has fliewa 
more refpcft to the nation whom he addreffes, 
than Mr. Burke has paid to the intellect: and 
information of the Englifh Public*. 

Thus 



* Though it may, perhaps, be foreign to tbe purpofe, J[ 
cannc^ help thinking one remark on this topic interefting. 
It wi|l illuftrate the difference of opinion between even the 
Ariftotratic party in France and the rulers of England.'T- 
M. Calonne* rightly ftates it to be the unamtMus infiru^iott 

* Colonne, p. 383. 

of 
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- Thus tnuth of the elements that are to geJ' 
nerate thcLegiflative body. Concerning that . 
body, , thus conftituted, various queftions re-^ 
main. Its unity or divljion will admit of much 
difpute, and it will be deemed of the greateft 
moment by the zealous adnairef s of the Eh- 
glifli Conftitution, to determine, whether any 
femblance oTits legillative organization could 
have been attained by France, if good, or 
ought to have been purfued by her, if attain-* 
able. Nothing has been afferted with more 
confidence by Mr. Burke than the facility 

of France to her Reprefentatives, to cnadl the equal admif- 
fibility of ALL citizens to public employ! — England adheres^ 
to the Teft hSX 1— — The arrangements of M. Neckar fof 
eIe£tions to the States GenerM» and the fcheme of M. M. 
Mounier and Lally Tolendahl -for the new ConftitutionV 
included a reprefentation of the people nearly exa£t* Yet 

the idea of it is regarded with horror in England ! T he 

bighcft Ari/iocraies of France approach more nearly to the 
cmed of general liberty than the mod popular politicians of 
England, of which thcfe two circumftances are fignai 
proofs. .. "^ 

.. . - with 
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with which the fragments of the long fub- 
ircrted liberty of France might have been 
formed into a Britifh Conflitution *. But of 



. * Td place this opinioQ in a ftronger point of Kght, I 

bav€ ccUic&cd the principal pafiages in which it is announced 

or infinuated. ** In your Old States you poilcfled diat 

** variety of parts, correfponding with the various dcfcrip- 

•* tions of vrhich your community was happily compofed.** 

Burke J p. 50. ** If diffident of yourfelvcs, and not clearly 

ty-^^ /^^ H ^j^e almoft obliterated Conflitution of your anccftors, fee- 

*^ 4»g you had locked to your neighbours in this land, wlio 

^' had kept alive the principles and models of the old com* 

** mon law of Europe, meliorated and adapted to the prefent 

" ftate." Id. ^ 53. *♦ Have they never heard of a Mo- 

** nacchy direfled by laws, controled and balanced by the 

** great hereditary wealth and hereditary dignity of a nation^ 

** and both again controled by a judicious check firom thef 

•* reafon and feeling of the people at large, acting by a fuit- 

^ able and permanent ^rgan Y* Id. p. 164. And in 

ihe: fame page he rcprelents France as a nation which had 

** it ia iu choice to obtain fuch a Government with eafe, 

^ or rather id confirm it when a^ualfy poffeffed.^*-^** I muft 

•* think fuch a Government Well dcfcrved to have its eicel* 

** lencies 
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this general pofitioa he has neither explained 
the mode, nor defined the limitations. No« 
thing is -more favourable to the popularity of 
a work than thefe lofty generalities, which 
are light enough to pafe into vulgar currency^ 
and to become the maxims of a popular creed* 
Touched by definition, they became too fim* 
pie and precife for eloquence, too cold and ab^^^ 
ftra(fl for popularity. But exhibited as they 
are by Mr. Burke, they gratify the pride and 
indolence of the peoide, who, are thus taught 
to fpeak what gains applaufet without any ef« 
£3rt of intelled^ and impofes filence, without 
any labour of confutation ; what may be ac^ 
quired without being iludied, and uttered 
without being underftood. Of this nature 
are thefe vague and confident ailertions, which 

^ knclet heightened, its faults coneAed, and its capadtUs 
improved into a Biitiih Conftitution." Id.'p. 225. The 
precife queftion at ifllie is> whether the ancient Government 
6f France pollefled capacities which could have been^^im-* 
^xohA into a Britifii Conftitotbm 

without 
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I without furnifhing any definite idea, afford a 
rready jargon for vulgar prejudice, flattering to 
1 faational vanity, and fanftioned bya diftin-*i 
I guijlied name. It is necefTary to enquire with 
jnore precifion in what manner France- could 
fiavtJ affimilated the reniains of her ^ancient 
Conftitution to that of the Englifli'Legifla-i 
ture. Three modes, only, feera conceivable^ 
The prefcrvation of the three Orders: diftin<Sl:; 
The union of the Clergy and Nobility in one 
upper- Chamber, orfoa^e mode of felefting 
from thefe two Orders a body like the Houfe 
t)f Lords, in England* Uiilefs the infinuations 
ef Md Burkfe point to one or other of thefe 
fchemes^ I cannot divinje their meaning. The 
firft mode (the three Orders fitting in feparate 
houfes.withi equal privileges) wouM- 'neither 
have been congenial in fpirit nor fimilar in 
form> to the Conftitution of England. ' T(J 
convert the Convocation info an integrant 
and co.-ordinate Member of our Leeiflature, 
would give it feme, fcmblance of tl^^ftruc- 

ture; 
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tare I but it AVpuld be a faint one, . It "weuM 
be.neceflary to. arm our Clergy with an injin 
menfe^ mafs of property, rendered ftill more 
f^j-p^ifjable by the concentration of great poy-^ 
\iQn^ fn.the hands'of a few, to conftitute it in 
effcd the fame bpdy with the Nobility, by 
gfftntiiig them the mpnopoly of great bene- 
llffep^'.aud t6 beftow on this clerico-militai;y 
arif^o?/acy, jn its two fhapes of Priefthood an4 
I^obJiUty, two ieparatd and independent voices 
in Legiflation, .'This double body, from its 
iieceiTary dependence on the King,, mufl ne- 
cefli^rily have in both forms become the or- 
gan of his voice. The Monarch would thus 
poflefs t&ree negatives, one avowed and difuf- 
ed, two latent and in perpetual adivity on the 
J^gk voice which impotent and illufive for^ 
malily had yielded to the Third Eftate. Such 
and much more muft the Parliament of Eng- 
land become before it could in any refpcdl re- 
femble the divifion of the French Lcgiflature, 
according to thofe ancient Orders which 

R form^!^ 
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fcrmed the Gdthic affeifeblWs of EutO^. Sd 
monftrqus did the arrangement ap|)ear, that 
even uhder the rrign of Defpotifin, the fecond 
plan was propofed by M. Calonne*- — that the 
Clergy and Nobility (hould form an Upper 
Houfe, to exercife conjointly with the King 
and the Commons the Legiflative Authority* 
It admits, however, of the cleareft proof, that 
foch a Conftit^tion would have been dianie- 
tricalfy oppofitc in its fpirit and principles to 
the Englifh Government, ^ This will at once 
be evident from thfe different defcription t>f 
the' body of Nobles in Frande and England^ 

♦ See His Lettre au Roi Qtli February, 1789. See alfo 
Snr d'Etat de France, &c. p. ^67. It was alfo, as we are 
mlbnried l^ M^ Calonne, fuggefted in the Cahiers of tli6 
J<[obIlIty oi Metz aii^ Montargts, It is worthy of incidental 
remark, that the prepofition of fuch radical changes even 
by the Nobility, is an inconteftible evidence of the general 
convidlion thafa revolution or total change in the Govem- 
ftient was necefliry. It is therefore an unanfwerablc reply 
la«.Mr. Burke and M.-Calonnc. - ' ., . 

: -'. la 
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tri England they are a fmall body, united tb 
the fiiafs of the people by ihnumeTaHe poiritfsf 
of contaft, receiving from it perpetual new 
irifti&ns, and retiifiiing to it, undiftinguiflied 
^ahri ^iiprivTleged, the niajority of their chil- 
3rein In France they Ibrtned an immenfb 
inM^tbdcaJ^ feparated from fodety by every 
liai'fier that, prejudice or policy could raife, 
receiviilg few plebeian acceffions, and pfe- 
cliide'd, i)y the indelible charafter of nobility, 
the equal patrimony of all their children, 
froth the poflibility of their moft remote de-^ 
'fcehdanfs being reftored to the general mafs. 
*rhe Nobles of England are a Senate of 200. 
The J^^leffe of France were a iriife of 
i"oo,o6o. Nobility is in England only iiefe^ 
ditary, fb far as its profeffed objeft, the hp^ 
port of a hereditary Senate demands. It is 
therefore defcetidible only to one heir. No- 
bility in France was as widely inheritable as 
its real pui'pofe, the maintenance of '* pi^vl- 
K z Icged 
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Icged caji^ prcfcribcd. It was • therefore n^- 
ceflarily tlcfccndible to all male- children. 

There are other points of contraft ftill more 
important. The Nobleffe of France were at 
once formidable from their immenfe body of 

.property^ and dependent from the indigence of 
th^ir Patrician rabbk oi cadets ^ whooi honour 
infpired with Servility, and fervility excluded 
from the path to independence. Thpy:in fad 
poiTeffcd fo large a portion of the landed pro- 

^ perty, as to be juftly, and almoft exclufively 
confidered as the landed intereft of the king- 
domw To this formidable property were added 

* the revenues of the Church, monopolized by 
the Children, The younger braiKhes of thefc 
opulent families had in general no patrimony 
but their honours and their fword* They 
were therefore reduced to feek fortune and 

, diftindion in military dependence on the 
Crowp. If they, were generous, the habits 

of 
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of military fervice devoted them, from loyalty* 
If they were prudent, the hope of military 
promotion devoted them, from intereft, tq 
the King. — How immenfe therefore and irre- 
fifHble would the Royal influence have been 
iti dedors, where the majority of the voteri 
were the fervants arid creatures of the Crown ?• 
. What would be thought in England of a 
Houlc of Lords, which, while it reprefented 
or contained the whole landed iniereft of the 
kihgdom, fllould* rieceflarily have a majority 
of its members feptennially or trienniallj na^ 
fhinatedhy the Kih^. - Yet it would ftill yield 
to the French Upper Hou{e of M. Calonne ; 
for the monied and commercial interefts of 
England, which would continue to he repre- 
fented by the Commons, are important and 
formidable, but in Prance they are<:dmpara* 
tively infignificant. It would • have l>een a 
Government where the ^Ar^ocracy colild 
have befen ftrong only agaihfttfre people, im^ 
potefit ,againft the Crqwn. , The fiedond zfi- 
R 3 rangement 
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rangcmeDt then is equally repugiijat tOrth^. 
. theory c^ tl^e Britifh Conftitutijoii ^ thje firft* 
There r^maipa only foiinie mode of fcl/e(9ioa 
of a body fcqm amidft the Nobility and Cien^ 
%o form au Upper Houfe, and to this th^vq 
ire infupei;able obje<9;ions. Had the right; fjf 
ti:\u? forming a ^anch of the Legifl^turp % ^ 
J^figU a£t'of prerogative b^en given, to rij? 
King, it muii have Arengthen^d his i^^^oqf 
to a degree terrible at any pcriodp ^but f^ajL, ip^, 
the mprne^t pf pplitiqal, reforn^ Had^ny 
D^odc of ej^ip^i by the Provinces, or thp J^ie^-* 
gif^ature, been adopted, or if they had b^ee^ 
yefted w^it^ any control pn the nomination pf 
the Crown, the new dignity would havqbejj^ 
fought with aa adivity of corruptipn ai>d iij.^ 
ffigue,. 9f) ^hich, in fuch a national cqnvul-^ 
fion. It is^ ip^poflibletp ef^in^ate the dapg^# 
l^o g^P^^l preicjf i^ p^ feli^ion, fuch z^ thai 
^f.f^laf^imqnfiquifjfj, ^^uld have rerned^ftcj 
the; evil^ fef- tfee e^icludcd^and (kgra4fi41^i^]g^% 
ViPuJd jfo«l ,th? principle, that npbility i$: |^e 
: ::/ . .-- equal 
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equal and inalienably patrimony of alL By 
the aboUtioh of nobility, no nobleman was 
4egrcukd^ for to degrade is to lower from a 
fjWJc that continues to exifl in fociety. No 
vam can be degraded wheti ihtrank he poffef- 
fed no longer exiles. But had the ranl^ of no^ 
bility remained in the mode of which we have 
Vsen ipeaking^ the great body of the Nobles 
would indeed, in a proper and pnal fenfe, 
have been degraded, the new dignity of their 
former Peers would have kept alive the me# 
mory of what they once poffeiTed, and pro* 
Voked them to enterprises far more fatal than 
refentment of an indignity, that is at Icaft 
broken by divifion, and impartially inflift^ 
on the greateft and mpft obfcure. 

So evident indeed was the impoffibility of 
ivhat Mr. Burke fuppofes attainable withfiich 
eafe, that no party in the Aflembly fuggefted 
the iipi^ation of the Englifh model, the 

R 4 " iyftem 
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fyftem of his oracks in French politic^/* M/ 
M. Ldly and Mounier, approached more hear 
to the Conftitution of the American States. 
They propofed a Sftnate to be chofen for life 
by the -Ring, from a certain number of can-^ 
didates d:6 be offered to his choice by the ppo-j 
vincesf. This Senate was to enjoy ari abfo'-' 
lute negative on legiflativc afts, and to form' 
the great national court for the trial of publicf 
delinquents/ In effeft, fuch a body would have 
formed a- far rhore vigorous-Ariftocracy ttom 

* « De quelle manicre fera qompofe le Senat? Sera-t-i! - 
•* 6xmi dc cfc qu'on appelle skujourd'hui li^ Noblffl^ & k 
** Clerge ? Non sans doute. C^ feroit perpetvier cett^ 
** reparation d'Ordres, qettc efprit.de corporation qui. eft Ic 
•* plus grand ennemi dc Tefprit Public." Pieces Ju/fi/icatlfs 
de M. Lally Tolendahl, p. I2i. 

t Apres avoir examine & balance tous Ics inconyjciiiens 
?* de cbaquc paiju.p^utctrc trouvera t'onquefaife^nomfe^ 
<* les Scnalcurs par le Roi, fur la preCefitation, df? pipvmcej^ 
** & ne les faire nom?ner qu'avie feroit enccwe Ic mpyen^c 
•' plus propre a concilier tous les intercts. Idi p/ 124.^ 
'^ ' the 
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rtie Englifh- Peerage. The latter tody oiily 
prefer ves its dignity by a wife difufe of iW 
power. Potentia ad impotentiam ahuji would 
otherwife .be defcriptive of their fate. But 
the Senate of M. Mouriier would be aii Ari- ' 
ftocracy moderated and legalized, which, be-: 
caufe it appeared to have lefs independence, 
would in fadl be emboldened to exert more. 
Deriving their rights equally with the Lower 
Houfe frpm the people, and vefted widi a' 
nior^ dignified and ektenlivetruft,they would- 
nehher fliririk from the coriflidt with th^ 
Gonanckons nor the King. The permanence 
df their authority muft give them a fuperib-^ 
rity over the former; the fpecioufnefs o£ 
their caufe over the latter : and it feems pro- 
ble, that they muft have terminated in ftib- 
}u gating, both.' Thofe.wha iiippofe that i 
Senate for life might not be infected by the 
corporation fpirit, may eorifider the artdent 
judicatures of France, who Were as keehf^^ 

, ,a^uatf4 
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afliu^tcd by that ipirit, as anybody of heredv* 
tary Nobles that ever exiftcd. 

I But to quit the details of thefe fyftems— ^ 
queftion arifes for our qonfidpratioa of a more 
gener4l and more difficult tX^tx^xt^-^fThetber a 
fimpk reprefmtativ'e hegiJlt^turAy or a Cmfiitu^ 
turn (^ mutual ct^ntroul^ kfi ib^ befiform ofGo^ 
^....jui ament^ ? — ^To t)fsmin^ thi$ q|u6ftion at 
length is incpAfiftjent with tjife 0)^6^ and li-! 
tfOt% of tl^e prefeut publicjEitipa (^hich at- 
^^^y grows infeufiWy 4)eyond itd inicndedk 
fi^e) but a few general priticiples majr be 
hinted, 09 which the decifion of the queftioQr 
perhaps chiefly depends. 



1 



]« It will not be controverted^ that the ob« 
y^Qj of a rjeprefenitative Legiflatiice is td col^ 

^ !X})i% quqftiotf, tfa^i^M injto familiar languiy;^, mvf 
pei;haps be thus exprcflW, — " fVhethtr the vigilance of the 
•* mafter^ or thtfquabbks of the fervants> be the beft fecurity for 

^ fdtthful Servicer^ 

led 
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\ l^€t tke general will. To accord with. this. 

' principle, there muft be the fame unjtj ia 
the rtprefmMhe as ia the original will. — *. 
Xh^ will is o Nfi. It cannot therefore, with^ 
out folpcifin^ be doubfy reprcfentecL The 
fbcial body fuppofcs a perfedl unity, and no 
0>aa*8 will can have two difcordant organsf. 
Any abfolute^ negative oppofedto the national 
wiH, djsdiively fpoken by its ReprefentadveSj^^ 
is i;adic^Uy a\;j11,. as, an ufurpatipn of popu]^ 
ibvdreignty. ' Thus far does the abflx^fitpigj^^ 
ciple of a reprefentative GoveriHneut of^n^ 
denputj thj5 divifion of the Legiflatur^* 



. ^. All l>Q^s poffeflSbiJ (rf^efiefltualccintr^ 
iiaivca tendency to that great evil, which ^U 
few^ fe^e hithexto^ foftei^ed, though it be th© 
i^tJd of lyp^iflatipft to reprefs, the pr^)6i|4e^ 

* Tlitfujpenjhe veto vefted in the French King is only 
an appeal to the people on the condudk of the B^ep/efenta^ 
lives. The voice of the people clearly fpoken, the negative 
^cafes.' ' 

'.- i rancc 
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nficeof partial interefts. • The fpirit of cor- 
poration infallibly feizes every Public body, 
and the creation of every new Affembly cre- 
ates a new, dextrous, and vigilant enemy to 
the general intereft. This alone is a fufficient* 
objedlion to a controling Senate. Such a body 
would be moft peculiarly .acceffible to this con- 
tagious fpirit. A reprefentative body itfelf 
can only be preferved from it by thofe fre- 
quent eleftions which break combinations, 
and ihfufe into it new portions of popular fen- 
fiments. Let us grant that a popular Aflbm- 
bly may fometimes be precipitated into unwiftf- 
decifion by the fedu£tions of eloquence, or the 
rage of fadion. Let us grant that a control- 
ing Senate might remedy this evil, but let 
*s recoiled, that it is^ better the Public intere/i 
jhouldbe occajtotially mijiakm than fyfiemattcallf 
oppofed. 

3. It is perhaps fufceptible of proof, that 

thefe Governments of balance and control 

. ■ , > 

have 




Digitized by 



Google 



Jiave never exifted but in the vifion i3f. the^- 
rifts. The faireft example will be the Confti- 
tution of England.* If it can be proved that 
the two members of the Legiflature, who are 
pretended to control each other, are ruled by 
thp fame c/afs of mei^, the* control muft be 
.^ranted to be imaginary. .That oppofitionof 
intereft, which is fuppofed to preclude all con-' 
{piracy againft the people, can no longer exift. 
That this is the ftate of England, the mcJft 
Jfuperficlal obfervation muft evince. ,The 
great proprietors, titled and untitled, poffefs 
the \y hole force pf both Houfes of Parliament 
that is not immediately dependent on the 
Crown. The Peers have a great influence in 
the Houfe of Commons. All political par- 
ties are formed by a confederacy of the. mem* 
bers of both Houfes. The Court party, by 
the influence of the Crown, afting equally in 
both, Supported by a part of the independent 
Ariftocracy. The oppofition by the remain- 
dcr of the Ariftocracy, whether Commoners 

or 
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•r Ijortfs. Here is evtry fymptom oFcblhi** 
IBdn : No Vtft?^ of control. The^only caft 
todeed, wheire it cotild arffe, is where the ini 
tereft of the Peerti'ge is diftinft from that of 
the other great proprietors* But thefe fepki 
rate iriterefls are fetvr and paltry, and havfe 
cftablifhed fo feeble 'a check, that the hiftory 
of England will hot afford one undifputed ex*- 
arriple of this vaunted control. 

The rejei^ion of the Peerage Bill ofGeorge 
the Firft is urged with grfeat triumph by De 
liolme. There it feems the Commons re- 
jeSed the till, purely a'<f!tuated by their fearSj^ 
that the Ariftocracy would acq^uife a ftrengtli 
frotn a limitation oh the number of Peers, de-^ 
ftruftive of that balance of power which forms 
the 'ConfUitution. It is unfortunate that poli* 
tical theories do not confuTtthe^//?6?ry as well 
as the ietter of legiflatrve proceedirigs. It is a 
matter of perfejft nototiety, tliat 'the reje(iioa 
of that bin was occaiibned by the fecefliohof 

yA.//<'c^ ^,.^fc-^z^-7-.,g,tized by Google 



( ^71 ') 
Sir Robert (then Mr.) Wdpolc from the Ca* 
"feinet, and the opposition of him and his party 
to it was merely zs a minifterial meafure. The 
debate was not guided by any general legifla** 
tive priflciples. It was fimply an experiment 
oh the ftne^gth of two parties contending for 
pdwer . The readear will ho. doubt feel a Jiigh 
rewrence for the Conftitutional principles of 
that Parlialment, when he is informed that to 
it we owe the Septennial AS! 



I 



In faft, if fuch a check exifted in much 
greater force, it would be of little importance 
to the general queftion. ** Through a diver- 
*^ fity of members and interefts,** if we may 
believe Mr. Burke, " general Liberty 
" had a? many fecurities as there were fepa- 
** rate views in the fevend Orders/* And if 
•by GfeNERAL Liberty be tmderftood ithe 
^ower of the (SolIetStive body of thefe Orders, 
the portion is undeniable. But if it means, 
what it ought to mean, the liberty of man- 
kind, 
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jsLxnd, nothing cm bp/more faljfe. The higher 
clafs in fociety, /whatever be their names, of 
jNoblcs, Bi(hop&>/ Jx^dges, or .ppfleflbfs. of 
landed and commerci.^1 wealth , 4iave ^ ver . been 
united by a comn^pn view, far more powerful 
than tiiofe petty repugnancies of ihtereft to 
.which this variety ^fdefcr^ption miyglverifci 
Whatever, may be the little c<>nfli£ts of ^eccle* 
^laftical with fecular,;of coronjercial withland^ 
ed opulence, they have one.eommon interefl: 
to preferve, the elevated place to which the 
ibcial order has raifedthem. There pe^er yv^as, 
pr will be, in civilizedfociety, but tw^ grand 
interefts, that; of -the Jlicp; aijid that of the 
JPooR. The diiEF9rences of intereft among the 
feveral clafles. of the rich wiUbe ever too flea*- 
der to preclude their confpiracy againft man- 
kind. . In the mean time the . privileges of 
tlieir feveral OrDjERs will be guarded, and Mi;, 
Burke .will decide tl)at general Liberty is 
fecure ! — It is thus that a Polifh Palatine har 
r;^ngues in the pk\ on the liberty of Poland, 

without 
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%khout ftblufh ^ the recoU'eaioii of hii 
bondftneft.— It id thos tha^ the Affcttibly of 
Jamaica, aitaidft the flavery and fale of MfiN^ 
profilnely appeal to the principfes of freedom* 
It Is thus that Aiif iquity, with her pretended 
political philofophy^ cannot boaft one philofo-* 
pheiF wtio queftioned the juftice of iervitude^ 
nor with all her pfetewded public virtue, on^ 
philanthropift who deplored the mifery of 
(laves. 

t!)n« circumftancie more remains c^cern-* 
kig the Legiflature«*the exclufioii of th^ 
King's Mmifters from feats in it. Thisy&^ 
^ftymgOrdmanct 1 muft unequivocally diiap* 
! prove.^^— I regard all disfrdnchijement as equally 
iJmjiift iri' its priiicipte, deftru^vt^ in its ex- 
ample, and impotefit for its pretended purpofe* 
Thepitfenc^orMitti^fs in the Aflembly 
\^oufel^ have been of ^tat utility in a view pf 
bui(inefs> and p^rhs^g, by giving publicity to 
f h^ir opimotis^ fevoarable on the wIio|e to 

S Public 
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PKulic Liberty. Toexdkidd them from; tha 
Ijegiflature, is to devote them to the purpofes 
pf the CroWni by giving them no intereji ixi 
the Conftitution. The. fair and open influ- 
ence of Miniftefs was never formidable. It is 
only that indire£t and fccret influence which 
this exclufion will perhaps enable them to 
praftife with nxore impunity and fuccefs. It 
is^alfo to.be .obferved, that it is equivalent to 
an exclulion of all men of fuperior talent from 
the Cabinet. The objeft of liberal ambition will 
b|B a fe^l in the Supreme Aflembly ; and no 
fngn o£ genius, will accept, much lefs purfue, 
bralided l^n(^^dog^;aded ^^ftffices, which baniih 
him frofih, the j)?ti?ral; fphpip of his powers. 



1 1 ' 



- :: Of the- 1 Pi/ a1^ of JupXoA^T t/RE^ formed by 
the ;^cmMy^._I have not- yetpfefu^ied to 
foViii a/deciSed opim5n;:'/Jt ;Certa[inly ap^- 
))roa(shcs£to:iaq:c^xperiment,,wheth€F a:code pf 
towi^.-baiirbt formed fAtff\Qip»t^y^fi[)pl$'>iv3|^m^^ 
tdlligibleto:fupeifedlsL'thtUlfl*effit;Cflf;^^ 
:; ;: X u by 
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hy profcffibn^i Of all the attettipts of the Af*' 
fetfibly, the complicated relations of civilized 
focifety feem to render this moft problemati- 
cal. They have not, however, concluded 
this' part of their labours, and the feeblenefs 
attributed to the eledive judicatures of the 
Departments may probably be remedied by the 
dignity and force with which they will inveft 
the two high national tribunals (La Ctmr di 
Cajfation & la Haute Cour Nationale) whichr 
they are abput to organizef . , ^ 

On the fubjedt of the EXECt/TiVE MAOt- 
S tR ACY, there is a preliminary ' remark^ 

* iThe fckchtii'al cle<ftiott of the Judges is ftrdrtgly arid abljf 
opp6fed by M. Cabntie, p. 294, chiefly on the principtei 
that the ftability of judicial offices is the oidy inducement toi 
men to devote their lives to legal ftudy, which alone caii 
lorm good magiftrates. 

f I h^Vb on this fuhjec^ rea^ with thuch pleaftfre tcA 
ihftniaion, the profound arid ingdiibus, though perJiapS o6» 
cafionaliy paradoxica 1 remarks of Mr. BBNTKAMi 
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which the advocates as well as the eoemiei 
hf the Revolution have too much neglected; 
-The Aflcmbly have been accufed of violating 
their own principles by the afTumption of exe* 
cutive powers, and their advocates have 
p£ea<fed guilty to the charge. It has been for^ 
^tffl that t^y had a double fun£t:ion to peri- 
fbrm* They were not only to ereft a new 
Conilitution, but they were to guard it from 
deflrudi<nu Hence a liecefiary afliimption of 
executive powers in the crifis of a Revolu* 
tion. Had fupcrftitious tendernefs for the 
principle ocmfined them to theoretical crec- 
ftbm^ which the breath of power was every 
d ay d eftroyingy they would indeed have me* 
-rited thofe epithcfts of vifionaries and enthu*- 
'fiafts with which they have been loaded. Td 
judge, therefore, of the future executive roa- 
giftracy of France by it^ prefent ftate, is ab- 
surd. We mud not, as has beenjuftyoib- 
^rved, miflake €of the new political edi&ce 
wh^t isr only the ieai^Iding nec^ffidy to iil^ 
;' ereftiont 

^. ^ ^ ^ r^^ ^ ' Digitized by CjOOQIC 
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^ere^tioQ* , The powers of the firft magiftrate 
arc not to be eftimated by the debility tp 
which the convulfions of the moment have 
reduced them, but by the provifions of the 
future Conftitution. 

Tii9 portion of power with which the King 
of Franfce is invefted, is certainly as much as 
pure theory demands for the executive magi* 
ftrate. An organ to coiled the Public will, 
SLtid a hand to execute it, are the only necef- 
jTary conftituents of the focial union. The 
popular reprefentative forms the firft; the 
executive officer the fecond. To the point 
where this principle would have conducted 
them^ the French have not ventured to pro- 
ceed. It has been aflerted by Mr. Burke^ 
that the French K^iag has no negative on 
laws. This, however, is not true. The nii* 
nority who oppofed any fpecies of negative in 
the Crown was only loo, when 800 m^i- 
bers were prefcnt in the Affcmbly. Th* 

S3 King 
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JCing poffeffes the power of with-holding h?s 
dffent to a propofed law for two fucceflivc 
Affemblies. If it is propofed by the thirds his 
afFent, indeed, becomes neceffary. This 
ipecies of fufpepfive veto is with great fpe- 
cioufnefs and ingenuity eoqtend?4 by M^ 
Neckar to be more efficient than the obfolete 
negative of the Englifh Princes ^. A mitd 
and limited negative may, he remarked, be 
cxercifed without danger or odium, while a 
prerogative, like the abfolute veto^ muft fink 
into impotence from its invidious magnitude. 
It is too gre(^t to be exercifed, and itiuft, as it 
has in England, be tacitly abandoned by dif- 
ufe. Is not that negative really efficient, 
which is only to yield to the national voice, 
fpoken after four years deliberation, and in 
two fucceffive eleftions of Reprefentativcs ? 
What Monarch of a free State, I will be bold 

♦ Rapport fait au Roi dans fon Confcil, par k jrfemier 
Mjt^rcdcs Finances, a Verfaillcs,Jc ii Sept. 1789. 

to 
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to alk, could with decency or imp vmhy op 
pofe a negative the moft unlimited in law to 
the public fentiment, thus explicitly and con- 
ftantly expreffed ? The moft abfolute veto 
muft, if the people perfift, prove eventually 
fulpcnfive. A fufpcnfive veto is therefore 
equivalent to'an abfolute one, and being of 
lefs invidious exercife, confers more real power, 
•* The power of remonftrance*,** fays Mr, 
Burke, ** which was anciently vefted in the 
•* Parliament of Paris, is now abfurdly en- 
" trufted to the executive magiftrate." One 
might have fuppofed that this was a power 

*" The negative poflefled by the King of France is pre- 
cifcly double of that which is entrufted to the Aflembly, 
He may oppofe his will to that of his whole people (ox four 
years. of tht term of two Legiflatures, while the oppofitiori 
of the Aflembly to the general voice can only exift for tw^ 
yearsy wken a new eledion annihilates them. So inconfi-. 
dcratcly has this prerogative been reprefented as nominal. 
The whole of this argument is in fome meafure ad hominem^ 
for I myfelf am dubibAs about the utility of any (pedes of 
Royal veto^ abfolute or fufpertfive, * 

* ' S 4 of 
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#f remcmftmnce like that of the ParUameot 
cf Paris to the Legijkaurt. It is howcvcTi 
as we have feen, a power of a very different 
defcription, a power of remonftratiog to the 
people againft their Rcprefentativcs, the only 
ihare in legiflation (whether it be nominally 
abfolutCy or nominally limited) that a itto 
Government can entniil to its fupreme ma^ 
giftrate*. 

On the Preragative of War and Peace, 
Mr. Burke t has fliortly, and M. Calonne J" 
at gr^at length, arraigned the iyftem of the 
Affcmbly, 

Jn the Conftitution of France, war is to be 
declared by a decree of the Legiflaturc, oa 
the propofition of the King. He pofTefTes ex* 
clufively the initiative. It cannot originate 

♦ Burke, p. 301. 
t Burke, p. 295—6. $ Calonne, p. 170—200. 
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with, aj^y. member of the Leg'^aturc* The 
firft remark fuggefted by this arrangement is^ 
fh^ the difference between it arid the ticory. 
^f the Engliih Conftitutionis purely nominaL 
Tiiat t^ry fuppofes an independent Houfe 
qf Commons, a rigorous refponfibility, and 
an EFFECTIVE power of. impeachment* 
Were thefe in any rcfpc£t realized, it is per-? 
fc^ly obvious, that a decilion for war muft in 
every cafe depend on the dcliberition of the 
Jue^atnre. No MinifUr would hazard ha- 
fHlities without the fanftion of a body w1h> 
held a fword fufpendcd over his head j and, 
as this theory fuppofes the Houfe of Com-- 
jnons perfcdUy uninfluenced by the Crown, 
the ultimate decifion could in no refpe£t de« 
pend on the executive magiflrate, and no 
power remains to him but the initiative. 
The forms indeed, in the majority of cafes, 
aim at a femblance of the theory. A Rpyal 
meffage announces imminent hoAilities, an4 
a Parliamentary addrefs of promifed fupport, 

re* 
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rc'-echoesthe meffage. It is this addrefs alone 
which emboldens and authorizes the Cabinet 
to proceed in their meafures. The Royal 
ineflage correfponds to the French initiathe ; 
and if the purity of our pradice bore any 
proportion to the fpecioufnefs of our theory, 
the addrefs would be a dlecree of the Lcgifla*- 
ture, adopting the propofition of the King. 
No roan therefore, who is a fincerc and en- 
lightened admirer of the Englifli Conftitu- 
tion, as it ought ^ and is pretended to exijly 
can confiftently reprobate an arrangement,, 
which differs from it only in the moft frivo- 
lous circumftances. To fpeak of our pradlical 
Government would be an outrage on com- 
mon fenfe. There no trace of thofe difcor- 
dant powers which are fuppofed in our theo-* 
retical Conftitution remains. The moft beau- 
tiful fimplicity prevails. The lame influence 
determines the executive and legiflativo 
power. The fame Cabinet makes vvar in the. 
name of the King, and fandions it in the 

name 
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tiamc oflthe Parliament. But France, deftl^ 
tute df the cement which united thefe jar-* 
ring powers, was reduced to imitate our theory 
inft^ad of olir pra<ftice. Her Exchequer was 
ruined. -She could not, therefore, adopt this 
admirable lyftem. 

Suppofing however, but not granting, that 
this formidable prerogative was more abridged 
in France than it is by the theory of our Go- 
vernment, the expediency of the limitatioa 
remains to be confidered. The chief olgec^ 
tions are its tendency to favour the growth of 
foreign fadibns, and to derogate from the 
promptitude fo neceffary to military fuccefs. 
To both thefe objeftions there is one general 
anfwer. They proceed on the fuppofition of 
the frequency of wars. ' They both fuppofc, 
that France will retain part of that political 
fyftem which fhe has difclaimcd. But if (he 
adheres with good faith to her declarations, 
war rpwft become to her fo rare an occurrence,, 
..Z that 
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^t the ol^e6iohs become .in^gnifieaot--^ 
Eoreign Powers have no temptatioa to . p«r« 
chaie fadions ia a State which does not in-^ 
terpofe in foreign poHtics; and a wife nation^ 
which regards vi^orious war as not lefs &? 
tally intoxicating to the vi^iors^ than widdjr 
de(lru£tive to the vanquiflied, will not fnr- 
render their probability of peace from the 
dread of defeat, nor purchafe the hope of 
vi^ry by provifions for facilitating wan-^ 
France, after having renounced for ever the 
idea of conqueft, can, indeed, ha^e nofottroc 
of probable hoftility hit her colonies. Co# 
lonial pofleflions have been fo unanfweri 
ably demonftrated to be commercially nfe^ 
kis, and politically ruinous, that the convk-^ 
tion of philofophers cannot fail of having, io 
due time, its effect on the minds of enli^t^ 
ened Europe, and delivering the French £m<^ 
{Mre from this cumbrous and deftrudive zp* 
pendagc* 

But 
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- But even 'were the explodccJ rllWittythw 
has obtained the name of politics to be re«i 
adopted in Prance^ the obje^ion^ would fiill 
be feeUc. The firft, which muft be ^onfef* 
fed to have a fpecious fliki formidable air^- 
leems evidently to be founded on the hiftoiy 
mf Sweden and Poland^ and on fome fafts in 
that of the Dutch Republic. It is a remark^ 
able example of thofe looie and remote analo^ 
gies hj which fophiils corrupt and abufe hif-^ 
toiy. Peculiar circumlbnces in the fituatiodi 
trf* thefe States diipofed them to be the feat o( 
foreign ^ftion« It did not arife from wai^ 
being decided by public bodies, for if it had^'. 
k muft have exifted in ancient Rome and 
Carthage*"— in modern Venice, tod Swit^er-t 
hnd-H^-^in the republican Parliament of Erig-/ 
knd, and in the Congfefs of the United 
States of America.-*-Holl«nd too, irther bet- 
ter and more vigorous days, was perfetStly 
exempt from this €vil.-*-No tracts of it sp^ 
pe^ itt^ her hiftory till the age c^ Charles IL 
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Digitized by 



Google 



iBd Louis XIV/ when, divided between jea- 
hnfy of the cotamcrce.of England and dread 
of the conquers of France, fhe threw her^ 
fclf ii>$o ;the arms of the Houfe of Orange^ 
and forced >the |>artizans of freedom into a 
Tfilmicp on French fapport. Iii more recent 
period^,; domeftic coovulfions have more fa- 
tally iji^played her debility, 2nd too clearly- 
evinced, that of that fplendor which (he 
gained from the ignorant indolence of the 
ivorldj fhe now only retains the Ihadow, by 
the indulgence and cauxtefy of Europe. The 
cafo of Sweden is with the utmoft facility 
explicable. An ind^ent and martial people, 
^h^thfit it be governed by one or many:de5< 
4>ots, will ever be fold by its. tyrants to the 
enterprises of opulent ambition ; . and ; re<ientf 
J^^S:;h^v? proved j that a change in the .Go-, 
vernnaeflt bf Sweden, has - not changed thd 
fi/P^ndi^y fpirit of its military fyftiari. Po-^ 
land is an example ftill lefs relevant. . Them 
anMndepende^t anarchy of defpcfts naturally 
^.:;, . . leagui 
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ffague themfflves v^riqufly with foreign. 
Powers. Yet Ruffian force haSrdone more 
than Ruffian ,gold; and Poland has fufFered. 
ilill more from feeblcnefs than venajity. No 
analogy can beilippofed to exift between thcfe 
cafes and that of France. I hazard the iffiie 
of the difcuffion on one plain, point. AH the; 
Powers of Europe could not expend money 
enough to form-and/w^/V^^m afafkionintheir 
interjcft in France. . LrCt us fuppofe it.poffible. 
that the Legiflature of this yaft: and , opulent 
iingdom. could once be corrupted ; but let ua 
recoUeft, that a feries of Legifls^tures, collefted 
by the moft extenfively popular cledion,are ta 
be in fucceffion.purchafed, to. obtain any per- 
manent afcendant, and.it wUl be evident, that 
Potofi wpuld be unequal to the attempt. If 
we confider that their deliberations are con- 
ducted under the detefting eye. of a vigilant 
and enlightened people, thegrowth of foreign 
factions will appear ftill more chimerical. AH 
the States which have been quoted were poor,, 
. , therefore 
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tfeercfbre cheaply cdrruptcd ; thcJi* Govern^ 

incnt was an Afiftocracy, ahd was therefore 

only td be bnci bought ; the people were fg^ 

nofanty and could therefore be fdd by. their 

Governors with impunity. The rcverfe of 

ftiefc circumftanccs will fave France, as they 

Hate fevcd England^ from this •* Worft of 

^ etrifi** Their wealth makes the «tempt 

difficult ; their difcernment makes it ha!tord<« 

ouff ; their fhort trufl: of power renders the 

objcd worthlefs, and its permanence inipof-^ 

fible* That fulgeding the deciUon of War to 

the deliberations of a popular affembly Will^ 

ill a great meafure, derogate from its energy^ 

and Uttnerve it for all deflru£live pUrpofes, t 

am tibt difpofed to deny. France muft, how* 

ever; when her conftitutioti is cemented, be^ 

in a defenfhe view, invincible ; and if her Qo^ 

Vertimeat is unfitted for aggreifibn j it is Httid 

Wonder that the AfTembly (hould have made 

fto pfovidott for a cafe which their principles 

do nor fuppofe. 

But 
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This IS the laft impcrrtatit arrangement re* 
Ipe^'ing the executive power which Mr# 
Burke ha$ confidered, and it conducts us to a' 
iubjedt'of infinite dehcacy and difficulty, which 
bafe afforded no fmall triumph to the enemies 
of ih^ Revolution — the Organisation 
0:F Ttt« Army. It muft be confelfed, that 
to o^ciliate an army of a hundred and fifty 
thoafan<i' men, a navy of a hundred (hips of 
the litieyand a frontier guarded by a hundred 
fortrefies, with the exiftence of a free Gd^ 
Vemment, is a tremendous problem* It can-Si 
not be denied^ that hiftory affords no exam- 
ple in which fueh a Public force has not f e- 
coikd on the State, and become the ready in-^ 
ftrunftent of toilitar^ iifurpation. And if the 
Stat€ df France were not perfectly unexam- 
pled,' and to which thefe hiftorical Arguments 
are not therefore applicable or pertinent, the 
inference would be inevitable. An army^ 
with the fentim^nte and habits which it is 
the lyftem of modern Europe to infpire^ is not 
t : ^ T only 
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only hoftUe to freedom, but incompatible with 
it. A body of men poffeffed of the whole 
force of a State, and fyftematically divefted 
of every civic fcntiment, is a monfter that no 
rational polity can tolerate, and every circum- 
Aance clearly ftiews it to be the oh]tOi of 
French legiflation to deftroy it, not eu a body 
^f armed citizens — but as an Army, ^his 
is wifely and gradually to be efFeded. Two 
grand operations conduiS to it — ^arming the 
people, and unfddiering the army*. The firft 
of thefe nneafures, the formation of the muni- 
cipal army, certainly miakes the nation inde- 
pendent of its military fervants. An army of 
four millions can nQver be coerced by one of 
a hundred and fifty thoufand ; neither can 
they have a feparate fentiment from the body 
of the nation, for they are the fame. Whence 
the horror of Mr. Burke at thus arming the 

* To ufe the language bf M. Calortne, *' arfnoHi kpiu^ 

natioM^ 



Digitized by 



Google 



( ^Sfi ) 

iidtidhy under the title off a miinlclpal hrmy^ 
has arifen, it iS eveii difficult to conjefturc* 
Has it ceafed to be true, that the defence of a 
free State is only to be committed to its citi- 
zens ? Are the long oppofition to a fiandin^ 
army in England, its tardy and jealous idmif- 
fion, and the perpetual clanior (at length illii^ 
lively gratified) for a militia^ to be feXpioded, 
as the grofs and uncourtly fentiments of our 
unenlightened anceftors ? The Aflcmbly have 
put af ms into the hands of the citizens, and 
by that means have for ever precluded both 
their own defpotifm and the ufurpation of 
the army. " They muft rule^" fays Mn 
Burke, ** by an army/' If that be their iyf-^ 
tern, their policy is ftill more wretched than 
he has reprefentcd it. For they fyftemati* 
tally ftrengthen thofe who arc to be govern* 
cd, while they lyftematically enfeeble their 
engine of Governmeht. They fortify the 
people, and weaken tjit army. They reduce 
themfelves and their army to dependence on 

Ta the 
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tfic nation, whom alone they ftrengthcn and 
f rin. A Military Democracy^ if it means a de- 
liberative body of foldiers, is the moft execrable 
df tyrannies ; but if it be underftood to denote 
^ popular Government, where every citizen 
is difeiplined and armed, it ftiuft then be pro- 
nounced Vo be the only free Government 
which retains within itfelf the means of pre- 
fervation^ 

the profcfled foldiers, rendered impotent 
to any dangerous purpofe by the ftrength of' 
the muaicipal army, are by many other cir- 
cumfftatices invited to throw off thofe abjeft 
and niurderOui haUts which form the. perfec- 
tion of a modern foldier* In other States th* 
foldiery were in gwisral disfr anchifed* They 
were too poor to be citizens* But in France' 
a great part may enjoy the full fights of 
citizens. They are mrt then likely to facri- 
fice their fupefior to their ii^ferior capacity^ 
nor to elevate their military importance 1^ 

committing 
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committing political fuicide. Tbey feel 
themfelves fervile as foldiers, they arc con-^ 
fcious of being fovereign as citizens. That 
diffufion of political knowledge anKMig themj 
which is ridiculed and reprobated by Mr. 
Burke, is the only remedy that could havei 
fortified them againft the fedudion of ah af* 
pirmg Commander. That alone will teach 
them, that inlending themfelves to his views, 
they fubmit themfelves to his yoke ; tbat to 
deftroy the liberty of others, they muft facri- 
fice their own. They have, indeed, gigaii- 
tic ftrength, and they may crufh their fellow 
citizens, by dragging down the focial edifice, 
but they muft themfelves be overwhelmed 
by its fall. The Despotism of Armies is 
THE Slavery of Soldiers. An army 
cannot be ftrong enough totyra«mze, that i^^^ 
not itfelf cemented by the moft abfolute inte-^ 
rior tyranny. The difFulion of thefe great 
truths will perpetuate, as they have produced,, 
a Revolution in the character of the FrcBcb 
T 3 foldiery. 
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foldiery. They wiU therefore, in the fenfe 
of dcfpQfic difcipUnarians, ceafe tp be ai> army ; 
^n4 while the foldiers ^ffume the fentimeats 
of citizei^s, apd the citizeils acquire the 
difpipline pf foldiers, the military charafter 
'^ill be di|Fufed, and the military prqfeffioti 
annihilated. Military fervices will be the dutj^ 
pf all citizens, an4 tl^e trade of none^. Tp 
this qbje£t their fyftem evidently and inevi- 
t:ably tends. If a fep^rate body of citizens, 
^s an army, is deenied qeceflary, it will proba- 
bly be formpd by rptation. A certain period 
pf military fef vice ^yi^ l^e cxad^edfrqm every 

^ Again I niuft cficounter the d^rifiqn of Mr. ^urke, 
|)y quoting the ill-fated citizen of Geneva, whofe life was 
embittered by the cold friendfliip of a Philofopher, and 
whofe memory is profcribcd by the alarmed cndiufiafm of 
^n praft)r. \ iliall prcfi3[me to rQcoipmend tp the pcrufal of 
every rcadq^ bis tra<£t ^ ntitlf d, ** QonfidffraUof^sf^r, Ip^ Gmr 
•* vernement de Polo^ne^ l^e^J more ^fpecially what regards 
tfie military fyftem. Oeuvre^ de Rouffeauy Geneve^ ^l^^f 
tome ii. p. 381 — 397. It may be proper to remark, that 
my other citations from Rouffeau arc from the fame edition. 

citizcii^ 
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citizen^ and may, as in ancient Republics, be 
made a neceflary qualification for the purfuit 
of civil honors. In the prefent ftatc of 
France, the national guard is a fufficient bul*^ 
wark againft the enemy, (hould it relapfeinto 
its ancient habits ; and in its future ftate, no 
body fufceptible of fuch dangerous habits 
feems Hkely to exift; •* Ga//os quoque in bcU 
•* lisfiarutjfe audtvimus^' may indeed be the 
fentiment of our children. The glory of hero« 
ifm, and the fplendor of conquefl, have long, 
enough been the patrimony of that great nation. 
It is time that it ihould feek a new glory, and a 
new fplendor, under the ihade of freedom, in 
cultivating the arts of peace, and extending 
the happinefs of mankind.-^Happy if the cx^ 
ample of that *^ Manifefto of Humanity*' which 
has been adopted by the Legiflators of France 
into their conftitutional code, made an ade* 
quate impreflion on furrounding nations. 

Tune genus humanum pofitis fibi confalat armii 
Jnquc ticem g^ps omnis aipet^— ^ 

T4 SECT 
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SEcrroN V. ' ' 



Engtijh Aimrers vituftcaud^' 



IT is thus ^iKrt Mr.' Burke has ;^lea of 
. ' . the men and ineafives^ of a foreign iw^tiooji 
wkerc patriotifm could neither excufe his pire^ 
pOsflfeflioQ nor "afpeuiCy;;: wiidre nd'duty xiorr 
feclingiought'to prechide him from ddopting; 
the feelings of difinterefled pofterity, and z£^' 
fuming the difpaiSionate tone of a philofophori 
and a hiftorian. What wonder then that he^ 
fhould wanton ftilHefs temperately inj alt the 
^Idquence and virulence of an advocate againft 
feUow-iitizens^, to whom he attributes tho^ 
flagitious ^rpofe - of ^ fHmukting England to 
the imitation o^ fuch enormities. The Revo- 
lution ajB4, Conftitutional Societies, ajiid Pi^. 
Price, whom he regards as their oracie and 

guide. 
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i guide, aire the grand Gbje£is43f his hoftUityL 
For them no contamcly is too debdiiig, no 
( inveflive is too intemperate, no imputatioa 
too foul, Joy at the dpwafi^ll of defpotifm is 
the indeUtjle crime, fpr which no virtue caa 
cpi:ppe!|ifate, and no fpuaiftiment can atone. 
An, inconfiftency ho;wever betrays itfelf not 
ujifrequenfly in literary^cjuarrels^ |I?afFej9:s 
to defpiCe thc^fe whomhe appear?. tp..dt:ead# 
jHis.angqrr ejcalts thqf^ whon^ Ws, ridicule; 
would vilify ;raud oa thofe whom atjQne, roo-^ 
meat he derides as tqo contemptible for rc-^ 
fentnjent, be at another confers ^ griminial 
eminence, as too audacious fpr contempt*. 
Their voicer is now the importunate chink of 
the meagre fhrivelled infers of the hour, now 
the iioUow murmur, ominous of convuljSons 
and earthquakes, that are to lay the fabric of 
fociety In ruins. 'To provoke againft the~doc- 
trinjei^ai^ per fons: of thefe unfortunate Soci- 
eties this ftorm of execration and dcrifiou, it 
was HQt'fufficient that the French Revolu- 

tioa 
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tion (hould be traduced, every record of Eng* 
lifli policy and law is to be.diftorted. 

The Revolution of 1688 is confefled to have 
feftabliflied principles by thofe who lament 
that it has not reformed inftitutions. It has 
fan6lified the theory, if it has not infured the 
praftice of a free Government. It declared, 
by a memorable precedent, the right of the ' 
people of England to revoke abufed power, to 
frame the Government, and beftow the 
Crown. There was a time, indeed, when 
fome wretched followers of Filmer and Black- 
wood lifted their heads in oppofition. But 
more than half a century had withdrawn them 
from public contempt, to the amnefty and ob- 
livion which their innoxious ftupidity had 
purchafed. 

It was referved for the latter end of the 
eighteenth century to conftrue thefe Innocent 
and obvious inferences into libels on the Con- 

flitution 



Digitized by 



Google 



( 299 ) 

ilitution and the laws. P ft f ^^ f ^ has affert^ 
(I prefume without fear of contradiiftbn) 
that the Houfe of Hanover owes the Crowa 
of England to the choice of their people, that 
the Revolution has eftablifhed our right *f* to 
^* choofe our own Governors, to cafhier them 
f for mifconduft, and to frame a Govern- 
f * mcnt for ourfehres." The firfl: propoIitiQii^ 
fays Mr. Burke, is either falfc or nugatory. 
If it impprta that England is an eledive Mo« 
»archj, *? * it is an unfounded, dangerous, 
illegal and unconftijtutional pofition/* ** f I£ 
it alludes to tb? ele^Elion of his Majefty's an- 
ceftors to the Throne, it no more legalizes 
the GoYisrnment of England than that of dthcf 
nations, where the founders of dynafties have 
generally founded their claims on feme fort 
ofeleftion/' The firft p^ernber of this dilera* 
I ma merits no reply. The people may cer* 






thinly, as they have done, r;6^ hereditary 
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jathci* than clcdLve Monarchy. They may 
eti£i a race jnftead of an incfividuaL Thdr 
rigiftii in all thefe cafes cqmlly unimpaired* 
It ! will be; iit vain to compare 4he pretended 
cieftidiis in. which a. council bf;Bar6ns, or on 
anny: of tniercenaries, have impafed ufurpers 
en cnHavcd and\ benighted : kingdonis, with 
the fblenuiy. deliberate, liatiohal /^hcicr of 1 68S« 
It is^ indeed, often expedient to iadioa thefb 
deficient titles by fubfequent acquicfcence. It 
is not among the projected* innovations^ of 
Prancte to revive tiie claim^s of any of the pof^ 
terity of Paramoiid and Clovis, nor to arraign 
the aajCufpatiofls 'Of Pepin or Hugh Capetw 
A t^ublic tranquillity thus demands a veil to bo 
draWn ^ver , the fuccefsful crimes throujgb 
which Kings have fo often waded to the 
Throne. But wherefore fhould we not exult, 
that the Suprenje Magiftracy of England is 
fr^ from this blot; that as a dire^ emanation 
from the fovereignty of the people, it is as le- 
jgitimate in its t>rigin as in its adminiftration. 
Thus-underftood, the pofition of Dr. Price is 

neithej 
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neither falfe nor nugatory. It is not ftugatory, 
for it honourably diftinguifhes the Englifli 
Monarchy among the Governments of the 
world ; and if it be falfe, the whole hiftwy of 
our Revolution muft be a legend. The fa£t 
wM fhbrtly, that the Prince of Orange waa 
elected Kiirig of England,, in contempt of the 
claims, not only of the exiled Monarch and 
his fon, but of the Princeffes Mary and Anne^ 
the undifputed progeny. of James II. The title 
of William III. was then clearly noKfucctffi^n \ 
and the Houfe of Commons ordered Dr- Bur- 
net's tra£t to be burnt by. the hands of hang- 
man, for maintaining that it was ctmqucji. 
There remains only eIe£iion^ for thefe three 
claims to Royalty are all that are known 
among men. It is futile to urge, that tho 
Convention deviated only ^^«^<?r/)f from tho 
order of fuciceffion. The deviation was indeed , 
flightj but it deftroyed the principle, ind 
cftabliflied the right to deviate, the point at 
iffi>€< The principle that juftified the eleva- 

of 
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tion of William III. and the preference of the 
pofterity of Sophia of Hanover to thofe of 
Henrietta of Orleans, would equally, in point 
cf right y have vindicated the eleftion of Chan- 
cellor JefFeries or Colonel Kirk. The choice 
was, like every other choice, to be guided by 
views of policy and prudence, but it was a 
choice ftilL 

From thefe vieWs arofe that repugnance 
between the conduct and the language of the 
Revolutionifts, of which Mr. Burke has 
availed himfelf/ Their conduft was manly 
and iyftematic* Their language was conCt-* 
liating and equivocal* They kept meafures 
with prejudice which they deemed neceflary 
to the order of fociety* They impof^d on the ' 
groflhefs of the popular underftandirtg, by a 
fort of compromife between the Conflitutiou 
and* the abdicated family. ** They drew a 
^* a politic well-wrought veil,"* toufe the ex- 
preffion of Mr. Burke, over the glorious 
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fccnc which they had afted. They afFc£ted 
to prefervea femblanceof fucceffion, to recur 
for the objeiSls of their eleftion to the poftcrity 
of Charles and James, that refpe£k and loyalty 
inight with lefs violence to public fentiment 
attach to the new Sovereign, Had a Jacobite 
been permitted freedom of fpeech in the Par-r 
liaments of William III. he might thus have 
arraigned the Ad: of Settlement — " }s the Ian* 
** guage of your ftatutes to be at eternal war 
** with truth ? — ^Not long ago you profaned 
<* the forms of devotion by a thankfgiving, 
** which either means nothing, or infinuates 
** a lie. You thanked Heaven for the prefer- 
vation of a King and Queen on the T'Arone 
of their anceftors\ an expreffion which ei- 
ther was fingly meant of their defcent^ 
" which was frivolous, or infinuated their 
•* hereditary right, which was falfe.— -With 
** the fame contempt for confiftency and 
^ truth, we are this day called on to fettle 
^ the Crown of England on a Princefs of 

*^ Gcr- 






Digitized by 



Google 



( JP4 ) 

•* Germany^ *^becallfe'* flie is the grafid^i 
*^ d^ijghter of James the Firft. If that be> 
^Sas the phrafeolbgy infinuates; the trw zsA 
^^/t>k reafon. of Ahe choice, confiftency de* 
fVfEiands that the: wtxrdfe after ** excellent'* 
^'; fliould be omitted, and in their place be 
*^:idierted ." Victor Amadeus, Didie of Savoy, 
^V married to the daughter of the moft excd- 
^^y kut Princefs Henrietta, late Dutchefs of 
** Orleans, daughter of our late Sovereign 
•f L^rd Charles ' I. of glorious memor/.*'— « 
*^ Do homage: to loyalty in your a6tions, 
^* or abjure it in your words— -avow tht? 
*> grounds of. your condufl:, and your man* 
^* linefs will be refpeflrcd by thofe who de-* 
"teft your rebellion." What reply Lord 
Socaers, or Mr. Burke, could have devifed 
to thi$ Philippic, I. know not, unlefs they 
confe/ied t^iat the authors of the Revolution 
bad ont language fiar novices and another Sot 
adepts. Whether this conduft was the fruit 
«f caption aud : oofitfuttifflaate wifdom, or of « 

narrow^ 
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narrow, arrogant, and daftardly policy, which 
regarded the human race as only to be go- 
verned, by being duped, it is ufelefs to enquire, 
and might be preiumptuous to determine. 
But it certainly was not to be expe<fted, that, 
any controverfy fhould have arifen by con- 
founding their princi^ks with their pretexts^ 
With the latter the pofitibn of Dr. Price has 
no connexion \ from the former^ it is an infal^ 
lible inference^ 

iThe next dodrine ^f this obnoxious fet* 
faibn that provokes the indignation of Mr. 
Burke, is, th^t the Revolution has eftabliihed 
** our right to cafliicr our Governors for mif* 
*^ conduftv" Here a plain man could have 
ifbrcfeen fcarcely any diyerfity of opinion. 
; To contend that the depofition of a King for 
the jd>ufe of his powers did not eftablifh a 
principle in favour of the like depofitioij?^ 
when the like abufc fliould again occur, is ^ 
certainly one of the moft arduous entcrprizes 
U that 
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that ever theheroifm of paradox encountered. 
He has, however, not neglefted the mean$ 
of retreat. ** No Government," he tells us, 
*^ could fland a moment, if it could be blown 
" down with any thing fo loofe and indefinite 
*' as opinion of mtfcondud^^ One might fup- 
pofe, from the dexterous levity with which 
the word mifcondu<9t is introduced, that the 
partizans of Democracy had maintained the 
cxpediiency of depofing Kings for every frivo- 
lous and venial fault, of revolting againfl: a 
Monarch for the choice of his titled or unti- 
tled valets, for removing his footmen, or his 
Lords of the Bedchamber. It would have been 
candid in Mr. Burke not to have diflembled 
what he muft know, that by miJcondu& was 
meant that precife fpecies of mifconduft for 
which James II. was dethroned— A Con- 
spiracy AGAINST THE LlBERTY OF HIS 

Country. 

Nothing can be more weak than to ui;gc 
the Conjiltutional irrejpanjibi/ity of Kings or 

Parliaments. 
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^Parliaments; ^he law can ticvet fuppftfc 
therti rjsfponfible, becaufe their refponfibility 
fupppfes the diflblution of fociety, which is 
the annihilation of law* In the Govern- 
ments which have hitherto exifted, the powef 
of the magiftrate is the only article in the 
focial compadt, Deftroy it, and fociety is 
diffolved. A legal pi^ovifioil for the refpon- 
libility of Kuigs would ihfer^ that the autho* 
rity of laws could co-exift with their deftruc-i^ 
tion. It is becaufe they cannot be legally and 
conftitutionally, that they muft be morally 
and rationally refponfible* It is becaufe there 
are no remedies to be found within the pale of 
Ibciety, that we are to feek them in nature, 
and throw out parchment chains in the face 
of our oppreffors* No man can deduce a pre-* 
cedent of law from the Revolution, for law 
cannot exift in the diflblution of Govern-* 
mcnt. A precedent of reafon and juftice 
only can be eftabliihed on it; and perhaps 
the friends of freedom merit the mifreprefen-* 
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tation With which they have been oppofed, for 
jtufting their caufe to fuch frail and frivolous 
auiiliaries, and for feeking in the profligate 
pradiccs of men what is to be found in the 
facred rights of Nature. The fyllem of law- 
yers is indeed widely different. They can 
only appeal to ufage, precedents, authorities, 
and ilatutes. They difplay their elaborate 
frivolity, their perfidious friendfhip, in dif^ 
gracing freedom with the fantaftic honor of 
a pedigree. A pleader at the Old Bailey, who 
wcruld attempt to aggravate the guilt of a rob- 
ber, or a murderer, by proving that King John, 
or King Alfred, punifhed robbery and mur* 
dcr, would only provoke derifion. A man who 
fhould pretend that the reafon why we had 
right to property is, becaufe our ancellora 
enjoyed that right 400 years ago, would be 
juftly contemned. Yet fo little is plain fenfe 
heard in themyftcrious nonfenfe which is the 
cloak of political fraud, that the Cokes, the 
Blackftones, and Burkes, (peak as if our right 

to 
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to freedom depended on its pofleffion by our 

anceflors. In the common cafes of morality 

we would bluih at fuch an abfurdity. No 

man would juftify murder by its antiquity, 

, or ftigmatize benevolence for being new. 

The gencalogift who fhould emblazon the 

one as coeval with Cain, or ftigmatize the 

other as upftart with Howard; would be dif- 

clainaed even by the moft frantic partizan of 

Ariftocracy* This Gothic transfer of genea-- 

logy to truth and juftice is peculiar to pohtics. 

The exiftence of robbery in one age makes 

its vindication in the next ; and the champions 

of freedom have abandoned the ftron^ hold of 

right for precedent, which, when the moft 

favoi'able, is, as might be expeded from the 

ages which furnifti it, feeble, fluiftuating, par* 

tial, and equivocal. It is not becaufe we 

I have been free, but becaufe we have a right 

f to be free, that we ought to demand freedom • 

I Juftice and liberty have neither birth nor 

^ race, youth nor age. It would be the f^me 
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. abfurdity to aflert, that we have a right t6 
freedom, bccaufe the Engliftimen of Alfred** 
reign were free, as that three and three are fix, 
hcaufe they were fo in the camp of Genghis 
Khan. I^t us hear no more of this ignoble 
and ignominious pedigree of freedom, L»et us 
hear no more of her Saxon, Danifli, or Nor- 
man anceftors. Let the immortal daughter of 
Reafon, of Juftice, and of God, be no longer 
confounded with the fpurious abortions tha^ 
have ufurped her namie, 

But, fays Mr. Burke, we do not contend 
that right as created by antiquarian refearch. 
We arc far from contending that poffeflion 
legitimates tyranny, or that faiSt ought to be 
confounded with right. But (to ftrip Mr. 
Burke's eulogies on Englifh wifdon\ of their 
declamatory appendage) the impreflion of an- 
tiquity endears and ennobles freedom, and 
fortifies it by rendering it auguft and vene- 
fabJe in the popular mind. The illufion is 

ufefuU 
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ufcful. The expediency of political impojlure 
is the whole force of the argument ; a prin- 
ciple odious and fufpefted to 'the friends of 
freedom, as the grand bulwark of fecular and 
ipiritual defpotifm in the world. To pro- 
nounce that men are only to be governed by 
delufion is to libel the human underflanding, 
and to confecrate the frauds that have elevated 
Defpots and^ Muftis, Pontiffs and Sultans, on 
the ruin of degraded and oppreffed huma- , 
nity. But the doftriner is as falfe as it is odi- 
ous. Primary political truths are few and 
lirpple. It is eafy to make them underftood, 
and to transfer to Government the fame en- 
lightened felf-intereft that prefides in the 
other concerns of life. It may be made to be 
refpe£led, not becaufe it is ancient, or becaufc 
it is facred, not becaufe it has beep eftablifhed 
by Barons, or applauded by Priefts, but be- 
caufe it is ufeful. Men may eafily be in- 
ftruded to maintain rights which it is their 
intereji to maintain, and duties which it is 
U 4 their 
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II their intcrejl to perform. This is 'the onljr 
principle of authority that does not violate juf- 
ticc and infult humanity : it is alfo the only 
one which can poflefs ftgbility. The various 
fafhions of prejudice ajid faditioqs fcfttiirient 
which have been the bafis of Governments, 
are (hort-liyed things. The illufions of ^ hi^ 
valry, and the illufions of fupcrftition, which 
give fplendpr or fandtity to Govei-nmcnt, are 
ijl their turn fucceeded by new modes of opi- - 
nion and new fyftems of manners. Reafon 
alone, and natyral fentiment, are the denizens 
of every nation, send the cotemporaries of Y\ 
every age. A convidion of the utility of Go* 
vemment affords the only ftable and honor-? 
able fecurity for obedience. 

, Our anceilors at the Revolution, it is true^ 
were far from feehng ^he full force of thefe 
fublime truths ; nor was the public mind of 
Europe, in the feventeenth century, fufE- 
ciently enlightened and matured for the grand 

enterprizes 
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enterprises of legiflation. The fcience which 
teaches the rights of man, the eloquence that 
kindles the fpirit of freedom, had for ages 
befen buried with the other monuments of the 
wifdom and relics of the genius of antiquity. 
But the revival of letters firft unlocked only 
to a few the facred fountain. The neceflary 
labors of criticifm and lexicography occupied 
the earlier fcholars, and fome time elapfed 
before the fpirit of antiquity was transfufed 
into its admirers. The firft man of that pe-* 
tiod who united elegant learning to original 
and mafculine thought was Buchanan*, and 

* It is not a little remarkable, tihat Buchanah puts kild 
the mouth of his antagonift, M ait land, the fame alarfnl 
for the downfall of literature that have been excited in the 
mind of Mr. Burke by the French Revolution. We can 
fmile at fuch alarms on a retrofpcdk of the literary hiftory of 
Europe for the 17th of 18 centuries ; and fliould ourcontro- 
Veriies reach the enlightened fcholars of a future age, they 
will probably, witli the fame rcafon, fmile at the alarms of 
Mr. Burkei 

he 
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kc too feems to have been the firft fcholar 
who caught from the ancients the noble flame 
of reppblican enthufiafm. This praife is me^ 
ritcd by his negleded, though incomparable 
traft, De Jure Regniy in which the principles 
of .popular politics, and the maxims of a free 
Government, are delivered with a precifion, 
and enforced with an energy, which no for- 
mer age had equalled, and no fucceeding has 
lurpafled. But the fubfequent progrefs of the 
human mind was flow. The profound views 
of Harrington were derided as the ravings of 
a vifionary ; and who can wonder, that the 
frantic loyalty which deprefled Paradife Loft, 
fliould involve in ignominy the eloquent apo- 
logy of Milton* for the people of England ' 

againft 

* *^ Peffime enim vel natura vel legibus comparatutn 
** foret fi arguta fcrvitus, libertas muta effet ; & haberent 
** tyranni qui pro fe dicerent, non haberent qui tyranuos 
** debellare poffunt: Miferum effet fi haec ipfa ratio quo 
** utimur Dei munere non multo plura ad homines confer- 

** vandoss 
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againft a feeble and venal pedant, Sidney ^* by 
^* ancient learning, to the enlightened love of 
** ancient freedom warmed/* taught the prin^ 
ciples which he had fealed with Lis blood; and 
Xiocke, whofe praife is lefs that of being bold 
and original, than of being temperate, found, 
lucid, and methodical, deferves the immortal 
honor of having fyftematized and rendered 
popular the doftrines of civil and religious li^ 
berty. In Ireland, Molyneux, the friend of 
Locke, produced the ^* Cafe of Ireland^^ a pro* 
dudion of which it is fufficient praife to fay, 
^hat it was ordered to be burnt by a defpotic 

<^ vdndos, libcrandos, et quantum natura fert i>jtek s» 
^ ^quANDOs quam ad opprimendos ct fub UNius Imperii* 
?* male perdcndos argumenta fuppe ditaret. CAUSAMitaqu^ 
^* PuLCHERRI^f AM hac ccrtc fiducia laeti aggrediamur ; il- 
*^ line fraudem, fallaciam, ignorantiam atque barbaeriem ; 
*' hinc lucem, veritatem rationem et fcculorum omnium 
** ftudia atque dodlrinam nobis cum ftarc.'* 

Joannis Miltoni Defeufes Populi Angllcani apid Opera^ 
torn. 2^p, 238, Ed. Lond. 1738. 

Parliament 
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Parltaxncnt; and in Scotland, Andrew Flet* 
' cher, the fcholar of Algernon Sidney, main- 
tained the caufe of his deferted country with 
the force of ancient eloquence, and the dignity 
€£ ancient virtue. 

Such is a rapid enumeration of thofe who 
had before, or near the Revolution, contri- 
buted to the diiFufion of political light* But 
their number was fmall, their writings were 
unpopular, their dogmas were profcribedt 
The habits of reading had only then begun to 
reach the great body of mankind, whdm the 
arrogance of rank and letters has ignormni- 
ooifly confounded under the denomination of 
the vulgar. Many caufes too contributed to 
form a powerful Tory intereft in England.' 
The remnant of that Gothic fentiment, the 
extinction of which Mr. Burke fo pathetically 
deplores, which engrafted loyalty on a point 
of honor in military attachment, fonned one 
part, which may be called the ^oryifm of 

Chivalry. 
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Chhalry. Dodrinds of a divine right irt 
Kings, which are now too much fdrgotteii 
even for fuccefsful ridicule, were then fup* 
ported and revered. — ^This may be called the 
Torylfm of Superjiition^ And a third fpecieft 
arofe from the great transfer of property into 
an upftart commercial intereft, which drove 
the ancient gentry of England, for proteftion 
againft its inroads, behind the Throne. This 
may be called the Toryijm of Landed Arijio^ 
cracy^^ Religious prejudices, outrages on 

^ Principle is rcfpe£!bble^ jy^ it its miflakes, and thefe 
Tories of the laft century were 3 party of principle. Ther« 
were accordingly among them men of the moft elevated 
and untainted honor. Who will jrefufe that praife to 
Clarendon and Soutliampton, Ormond and Montrofe?— * 
But Toryifm, as a party of principle, cannot now exift in 
Engbnd; for the principles oa which we have fcen it to be 
founded, exift noSfor^* The Gothic fentiment is cfeced, 
the fupf rftition is exploded, atid the landed and commerciai 
interefts are completely intermixjed. The Toryifm of th« 
prefent day can only arife from an abjed fpirit or a corrupt 
heart* 
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Uatiiral (entiments, which any artificial fyrtenl 
is too feeble to withftand, and the ftream of 
events which bore them along to cxtreniities 
which no man could have forefeen, involved 
the Tories in the Revolution, and made it a 
truly national adt. 

But their repugnance to every fhadow o* 
innovation was invincible. Something the 
Whigs may be fuppofed to have conceded for 
the fake of conciliation, but few even of their 
leaders, it is probable, had grand and liberal 
views^ What indeed could have been ex- 
peftcd from the delegates of a nation, ia 
which, a few years before, the Univerfity of 
Oxford, reprefenting the national learning 
and wifdom, had, in a folemn decree, offered 
their congratulations to Sir George Mackenzie 
(infamous for the abufe of brilliancy and ac-^ 
complifliment to the moft fervile and pro- 
fligate purpofes) as having confuted the abo- 
minable dodrines of Buchanan and Milton^ 

an4 
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and demonftrated the divine rights of Kings id 
tyrannize and opprefs mankind ! It muft b6 
evident, that a people which could thus, by 
the organ of its moft learned body, proftrate 
its reafon before fuch execrable abfurditics, 
was too young for legiflation* Hence the ab- 
furd debates in the Convention about the pal- 
liative phrafes of abdicate, defert, &c. which 
were better cut fliort by the Parliament of 
Scotland, when they ufed the correft and 
manly expreffion, that James IL had for- 
feited THE Throne. Hence we find the 
Revolutionifts perpetually belying their po- 
litical condudt by their legal phrafeology.— 
JHence their impotent and illufive reforms.-— 
Hence their negledl of forefight * in not pro- 
viding 

* Tliis progrefs of Royal influence from a difputed fac- 
ceffion has, in faft, moft fatally taken place. TheProteftant 
fucceflion was the fuppofed means of preferving our liber- 
ties, and to tbzt means the end has been moft deplorably fa* 
crifieed. The Whigs, the fmcere, though timid and partial 

friends 
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vkliilg billti^arks againft the natural tttiAetiCf 
of a difputed- fucceflion to accelerate mofl: ri^ 
pidly the progrefs of Royal influence, by ren- 
dering it neceflary to ftrengthen fo much the 
poileflbr of the Crown againft the pretender 
to it, and thus partially facrificittg freedom to 
the very means of preferring it* 

But to elucidate the quefticn more fuUy^ 
** let us liften to the genuine oracles of Re* 
** volution policy;*' not to the equivocal and 
palliative lamguage of their ftatutea, but to the 
unreftrained eflufion of fentiment in that me* 

friend of freedom. Were forced to cling to tlie Hirbnc as 
the anchor of liberty. To preferve it from utter ihipwreck, 
diey were forced to yield fomething to its protestors. Hendi 
a national debt, a.feptennial Parliament, and a ftanding 
army. The avowed reafon of the two laft was Jacobitifm* 
hence the unnatural Coalition between Whi^Cii and 
SCings during the reigns of the two firft Princes of thd 
tloufe of Hanover, which the pupillage of Lcicefter-htsufe 
fo totally broken 

hniorabU 
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Jii'orable conference Ijetweeri the Lords and 
Connnons, on Tuefday the 5th of February, 
1688, which terminated in eftablifhing the 
prefent Government qF England* The To^ 
rie^, yielding to the torrent in \ht ferfohal 
exclufiou of James IL refolved tp embarrafs 
the \yhigs, by urging that the declaration of 
the abdication and vacancy of the Throne^ 
Was a change of the Government, pro hai 
vke^ into an elective Monarchy. The infe- 
rence is irreiiftiblej and it muft be confeffed^ 
that though the Whigs were the better citi* 
izens, the Tories were the more correct logi- 
* tians. It is in this conference that we fee tha 
Whig lexers compelled to difclofe fomuch 
pf thofe f)rinciples, which tendernefs for pre- 
judice, aj^d reverence for ufage, had influenced 
them to diflemble. It is here that we ihall 
difcovef iparks kindled in the coUifion of de- 
bate fy^cient to enlighten the ** politic 
^* gloom" in which they had enveloped their 
meafvires. 

X If 
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If there be any names venerable among the 
conftitutional lawyers of England, they arc 
thofe of Lord Somers and Mr* Serjeant May- 
iiard^ They were both confpicuous managers 
for the Commons in this conference, and the 
language of both will more than fanftify the 
inferences of Dn Price, and the creed of the 
Revolution Society, My Lord Nottingham, 
who Cdndufted the conference on the part of 
the Tories, iii a manner moft honor:able to 
his dexterity and adutenefs, demanded of the 
Managers for the Commons, *' Whether they 
** mean the Throtie to be fo vacant as to null 
•* the fucceffion in the hereditary line, and 
*' fo all the heirs to be cut off? which we 
" (the Lords) fay, will ' make the Crowr:^ 
** ekdttve^^ Maynard, whofe argument al- 
xyays breathed much of the old republican fpi- 
rit, replied with force and plainnefs, " It \% 
*' not that the Commons do fay the CrowQ 
** of England is always and perpetu- 
*' ALLY ELECTIVE, but it is ncceffary there 

'' be 
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** be a fupply where there is la dcfeft;*' It 
is impoffible to mift^ke the import of thefe 
words* Nothing can be more evident, than 
that by the mode of denying that the Crown 

was ALWAYS AND PERPETUALLY ELEC- 
TIVE, he confefTes that it was for the then 
exj o^cncv eleSlive . In purfuance of his argu* 
menr, he ufes a comparifon ftrongly illuftra-* 
tive of his belief in dogmas anathematized by 
Mn Burke, ** If two of us make a mutual 
*' agreement to help and defend each other 
** from any one that fhould affualt us in a 
** journey, and he that is with me turns upon 
*' me, and breaks my head, he hath un- 
*' doubt edly abdicated my afliftance, and re- 
** voked*'* Sentiments of the Kingly office, 
more irreverent and corre£t, are not to be 
found in the moft profane evangelift that dif* 
graces the Demoratic canon, It is not un- 
worthy of incidental remark, that there were 
then perfons who felt as great horror at no- 
velties, which have fincc been univerfally rc- 
X a ceived, 
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ceived, as Mr. Barke now feels at the ** rights 
" of men.*' The Earl of Clarendon, in his 
ftridlures on the fpeech of Mir. Somers, faid, 
** I may {ay thus much in general, that this 
** breaking the original contradl is a language 
*' that has not long been ufed in this place ; 
*' nor known in any of our law-books, or 
*• Public records* It is fprung up but as taken 
** from fome late authors, and thofe none of 
" the beft received !"— This language one 
might have fuppofed to be that of Mr. Burke. 
It is not however his ; it is that of a Jacobite 
Lord of the 1 7th century ! 

The Tories continued to perplex and iriti- 
midate the Whigs with idea of deBion.-^' 
Maynard again replies, '' The word ele&ive is 
*'. none of the Commons word. The provi- 
" fion muft be made, and if it be, that will nof 
*' render the kingdom perpetually elect iveJ^^ 
If it were neceflary to multiply citations to 
prove, that the Revolution was to all intents 

and 
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and purpofes an c/e^wn^ wc might hear Lord 
Nottingham, wh6fe diftindHon is peculiarly" 
ap|dicable to the* cafe before us. ^* If/*^ fays 
he, " you do once mike it eleSlive^ I do not 
** fay you are zlwzys bound to go to ele&ion^ 
*' but it is enough to make it fo, if by that 
^* precedent there be a breach ia the heriedi- 
^' tary fucceffion/* The reafoning of Sir 
Robert Howard, another of the Managers for 
the Commons, is bold and explicit. ^' My 
** Lords^ you will do well to confider ; have , 
*' you not yourfeives limited the fucceffion, 
** and cut off fome that might have a line of 
^' right? Have you not concurred with us in 
•* our vote, that k is inconfiftcnt with our 
^* religion and ou|- laws to have a Papift to 
^* reign over us ? Mu/} we not then come tp 
*• an ELECTION, if the next heir be a Papift?" 
Th^ precife fad which followed. — -But what 
tends the moft ftrongly to illuftrate that con- 
tradiiftion between the e^coteric and efoteric 
dodrine, the legal language, and the real 
X 3 N principles, 
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principles, which forms the bafis 6f this whole 
argument, is the avowal of Sir Richard 
Temple, another of the Managers for the 
Commons-t^*^ We are in as natural a capacity 
♦^ as any of our predecefTors were to provide 
^* for a remdy in fuch exigencies as this.'*— 
Hence it followed infallibly, that their pofte-^ 
rity to all generations ivould be in the^fmne 
^^ natural capacity^^^ t(? provide rem©3y for 
exigencies, ^ But let us hear their Statutes, 
There ^' the Lords Spiritual and Temporal, 
^* and Commons, do, in the name of all the 
^^ people of England, rrioft humbly andfmth^ 
^^ fully fubmit them/elves^ their heirs and pofte^ 
^^ rity for ^^rr," &c. Here is the triumph 
of Mr. Burke-r-a folemn abdication and f e-» 
nunciation of right to change the Monarch or 
the Conftitution ! His triumph is increaf?d by 
this ftatutory abolition of th^? rights of jneu 
being copied from a fimjlar profeffioq of eter*** 
nal allegiance made by the Parliaipeot of Eli* 
gabeth}— rrlt is difficult to conceive any thing 
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more prepofterous. In the very aft of exer- 
cifing a right which their anceftors had abdi- 
cated in their name, they abdicate the fame 
right in the name of their pofterity. To in- 
creafe the ridicule of this legiflative farce, 
Ithey impofe an irrevocable law on their pofte- 
rity, in the precife words of that law irrevo- 
ably impofed on them by their anceftors, at ' 
'the moment when they are violating it. The 
Parliament of Elizabeth fubmit themfelve? 
and their pofterity for ever. The Convention 
of l688 fpurn the fubmiffion for themfelves, 
hut re-ena£t it for their pofterity. And after 
fuch a glaring Jnconfiftency, this language of 
ftatutory adulation is ferioufly and triumphant- 
ly brought forward as ^* the unerring oracles 
♦' of Revolution policy/* 

. Thus evidently has it appeared, from the 

condud and knguage of the leaders of the 

Revolution, that it was a depojition and an 

(le&iott i and that all language of a contrary 

X 4 tendency, 
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tendency, ivhich is to be found in ffi^ir i&h^ 
arofe frdm the remnant of theif own ^teju-^ 
Bfce; or from conceffion to the pr^judica of 
others, or from the fuperficial aftd pftifafe^i! ' 
tuous policy of impofmg auguft illuiidhs ^ 
mankind. The fame fpirit regulated, thh 
fame prejudices impeded their pt6p:c{s ik 
fevery department. ** Thej^ afted," fiyi Mh 
Burke, '' by their ancient States.'' Th4y did 
not-^— Wefe the Peers, and the hiemBers ttf ft 
iiSilToivfed Houfe of Commonsi with the Lo^d^; 
I Miyor of London, &c. convoked by a {l&rft^ 
I tnons frcJm the Prince of Orange, the Pirlia^ 
I pient of Englaiid ?— No, They were rteither 
lawfully eleded nor lawfuHy aflfehibled. But 
they affeared a femblance of a Parliartieht ih 
their convention, and a ferablaiice bf kerfedi- 
tary right in their eleftlon. The fubfequent 
a6t of Parliament is nugatory ; fdr 4& that 
Legifldtarfe derived its v^^hole exiftenCe *ftd 
Authority from the Convention, it could ttdt 
return I!n6re than it had received, aAd could 

not 
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not therefore 'legalize the afts of .the body 
which created it. If they were not previou£ty 
legal, the Parliament itfcTf was without legal 
authority,. ahd could, therefore, give'nalog^l 
fanftion... It Is therefore without any view Co 
n prior, or allufion to a fubfcquent Revolu- 
tion, that Dn Price, and the Revolution Sci^ 
ciety of London, think themfelvcs entitled to 
conclude, that abufed power is revocable, and 
corrupt Governments ought to be reformed. 
Of the fir|l of thefe Revolutions^ thftt ift 
1648, they may, perhaps^ entertain different 
fentiihetits from Mr. Burke. They will con- 
fefs that it wa? debafed by the mixture of 
fanaticifm ; they may Urpent that hiftory has 
io often proftitutcd her ungenerous fuffn^c to 
fuccefs^ and that the Commonwealth Was ob- 
fcured and overwhelmed by the fplendid pr0«- 
fli^acy of military ufarpation. But they can^ 
not arrogate the praife of haviag been the 
ifirft to maintain, nor can Mr. Burke fupport 

his 
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hlsx:him to have been the firft who reprobate 
cd, Jlnce that period^ the audacious hcrcfy of 
popular politics. The. prototype of Mr, Burke 
is not a lefs notorious perfonage than the jm^- 
deceflbr he has affigned to Dn Price. ,Hiftory 
has preferved fewer memorials of Hugh Peters 
than of Judge Jeffries. It was the fortune of 
that luminary and model of lawyers to fit iu 
judgnient on one of the fanatical apoftles of 
Democracy. In the prefent ignominious oh- 
icurity of the fedl in England, it may be ne- 
ceflary to mention that the name of this cri- 
minal was Algernon Sidney. He had, it is 
true, in his time acquired fome renown : He 
was celebrated as the hero, and deplored as 
the martyr of freedom. But the learned ma- 
giftrate was above this " epidemical fanati- 
** cifm.*' He inveighed againft his peftilentisd 
dogmas in a fpirit that deprives Mr. Burke's 
invedive, againft Dr. Price of all pretenfions 
to originality. An unvarniihcd ftatement will 

fo 
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ib evince the harmony both of the cul- 
prits and the accufef s^ that remark is fuper-^ 
fiuous-f^ 



Algernon Sidney. 

' {Indi&tnent againft him*) 

«* And that the aforefaid 
Algernon Sidney did make, 
compofe and write, or caufe 
to be made, compofed and 
written, a certain falfe, fcan- 
dalous and feditious libel, in 
which is contained the fol- 
lowing Engliih word s 
*' The Pov^er originally in the 
^^ people is delegated tQ the 
f* Parliament — He (mean- 
** ing the King) is fubjedf 
** to the laws ot God, as he 
♦* is a m^n, and to the people 
♦* that made him a Kingi in* 
♦* afmych ^he i^ a King." 
•—And in artiather place of 
the faid iWl he lays, <« W^ 
^\ may therefore take away 
** Kings without breaking 
^* any yoke, or that is inade 
f* a yoke, which ought not 
♦* to be ope, and the injury 
^* therefore is making or im- 
♦^ pofing, and there can be 
^ ppne i(i breakmg it,"^c. 



Doctor Pjiice^v. 
Jtits SetsfUtttm 

« We have a right to 
chufeonr own Governors, to 
cafhier them for mifconduift, 
and to frame a Government 
forourfclvcs," 
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Thm w^ fee the harmony of the culprit9, 
Th« one is only a perfpiciious and prccife 
abridgment of the other. The harmony of 
the Judges will not be found lefs remarkable. 
Mr., Burke, *' when he talks a? if he had 
*• made a difcovery, only foUaws a prcc?- 
^*rfent;' 



Judge Jeffries* 
Charge to the Jury, 

•* Tlie King, it fays, is re- 
fponfible to them, and he is 
CMiJy their truftcc. He has 
milgoverned, and he is to 
giTe it up, that they may be 
all Kings themfelves. Gen- 
tlemen, 1 muft tell you, I 
think I ought, more than 
ordinarily to prefs this on 
you, becaufe I know the 
misfortunes of the late un- 
» happy rebellion ; and the 
bringing of the late blefTed 
King to the fcaffold was firft 
begun by fuch kind of prin- 
ciples*. • 



Mr. Burke. 



*' The R evolution Society 
chufes to aflert, that a King 
is no more than the firft ferr 
vant of tl>e Public, created 
by It, nnd refponAble to It," 
— *' The fecond claim of the 
Revolution Society is ca- 
niiering the Monarch for 
mifcondocij"p. 37, "The 
Revolution Societyj the he- 
roic Mnd of fabricators of 
Governments^ cledorsof So- 
vereigns," p. 98, " Tl\i^ 
fermon \^ in a firain which 
has never bcen'fieard hi this 
kingdom in any of tl^ pul- 
pits which are tolerated or 
encouraged in It fince ^648." 



* Trial of Algernon Sidney for High Treafon. State 
Trialsj^ vol. iii. page 7 10, & feq. 

- ' Thus 
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r Thus does Mr* Burke chaunt his political 
fong in exad unifbn with the ftrains of the • 
venerable Magiftrate; they indid the fame 
crimes ; they irnpiite the fame motives ; they 
dread the (ame confequences. 

The Revolution Society felt, from the 
i great event which they profefledly commc- 
\ morated, new motives to exult in the emanci- 
pation of France. The Revolution of 16B8 
dcferves more the attention of a philofopher 
from its indire<ft influence on the progrefs of 
human opinion, than from its immediate ef- 
feds on the Government of England, In the 
firft view, it is perhaps difficult to eftimatd 
jthe magnitude of its efFeds. It fanflified, as 
\ve have feen, the general principles of free^ 
I *|tlom. It gave the firft example in civilized 
t tnddem Europe of a Government which re« 
n tonciled a femblance oi political j and a large 
f |>ortion of civil liberty with ftability and 
I |>eace. But above all^ Europe owes to it the 

ineftimJible 
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ineflimable blefling of an afylum for frccddnl 
of thought. Hence England became the pre* 
ceptrefs of the world in philofophj and free- 
dom. Hence arofe the fchool of fages, who 
unfliackled and emancipated the human mind ; 
from among whom ilTued the Lockes, the 
Rouffeaus, the Turgots, and the Franklins, 
the immortal band of preceptors and bene- 
fadors of mankind. They filently operated 
a grand mera/ Revolution, which was in due 
time to meliorate the focial order. They had 
tyrants to dethrone more formidable than 
Kijigs, and from whom Kings held theiir 
power. They wrefted the fceptrc from fu- 
perftition, and dragged prejudice in triumph. 
They deftroyed the arfenal whence dcfpotifm 
had borrowed her thunders and her chains. 
Thcfe grand enterprises of phil6fophic he- 
roifm muft have preceded the refoi-ms of civil 
Government. The Coloffus of tyranny was 
Va4crmined, and a pebble overthrew it. — — 
l^xom thisprogrefs of opinion arofe the Ame- 
rican 
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fican Revolution, and from this, moft unquef- 
tionably the delivery of France, Nothing, 
therefore, could be more natural, than that 
thofe who, without blind bigotry for the 
forms, had a rational reverence for the prih-? 
ciples of our anceftors, Ihall rejoice in a Re- 
volution, where thefe principles, which Eng- 
land had fo long fufFered to repofe in impo- 
tent abftraftion, were called forth into energy, 
expanded, invigorated, and matured, If^ as 
we have prefumed to fuppofe, the Revolu- 
tion of 1688 may have had no fmall fhare in 
accelerating that progrefs of light which has 
dilTolved the prejudices that fupported defpo- 
I tifm, they may be permitted, befides their 
exultation as friends of humanity, to indulge 
fome pride as Englifhmen. 

It muft bq confeffed that our anceAors ia 
1688, confined, in their praftical regulations, 
their views folely to the urgent [abufe. They 
puniflied the ufurper without meliorating the 
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Goverttment, and they profcribed ufurpatiotya 
without con eding their fource. They were. 
cotttenit to clear the turbid ftre^m, inftead of 
purifying the polluted fountain. They merits 
however, veneration for their atchievements, 
j^nd the moft ample amnefty for their defefts,. 
for the fir ft were their own, and the laft are 
ijnputable to the age in which they lived. — • 
The true admirers of the Revolution will par* 
don it for having fpared abufive eftabliflunents ^ 
only becaufe they revere it for having eftab* 
lifhed grand principles. But the cafe of Mf- 
Burke is different ; he deifies its defc£h, and 
derides its principles ; and were Lord Someri 
to liftei;i to fuch mifplaqed eulogy, and tor** 
tared inference, he might juftly fay, ** You 
** deny us the only praife we can claim, aiid 
" the only merit you allow us is in the fa* 
** crificJes We were compelled to make to pre- 
** judice and ignorance. Your glory is out ' 
**ihatne/' Reverence for the- principles, and 
Jjardan to the defeats of civil changes, which 
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ttife iti ^g^s pirtialljr enlightehcd^ afe the 
J)lain dilates df common-fenfc. Admiration 
of Magna Chalti does not infer any refpeft 
from villainage. Reverence for Roman patri- 
otifm is not incompatible with deteftation of 
flavei-y ; nor does veneration for the R^evolu- 
tioniAs of 1688 impofb any blindnefs to thdi 
grofs^ radical) and multiplied abfurdities and 
corruptions in their political fyftem* The 
true admirers of Revolution principles cannot 
venerate inftitutions as fage and effedual pro-" 
teftion of freedom, which experience has 
proved to be nervelefs and illufive, " The 
** practical claim of impeachment," the 
vaunted refponfibility of Minifters, is the moft 
forry juggle of a political ertopiificifm by 
which a people were ever attempted tobelul* 
led into fervitude. State profccutione in" free 
ftates have ever either languilhed in impotent 
aiid defpifed tedioufnefs, or burft forth in a 
ftorm of popular indignation, that at once 
overwhelms its obje6t, without difcrimination 
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ofi^inocenbe oi^ guilt; ISTothitig biit this irtc-^ 
fiftible fervor c^n. dcftroy the barriers withiir 
which powerful and opuierlt delinquents are 
fortified. If this fervor is not ^^ith imminfent 
ha^tard of equity and humanity gratified in the 
moment, it fubfides. The natural influence 
6f the culprit, and of the accomplices intc- 
refled in his impunity, teflimes it place. As 
thefe trials are necelTarily long, the fzGts which 
produce convi^liori , and the eloquence which 
rouzcs indignation, being effaced from the 
Public mind by time, by ribaldry and fo-^ 
phiftry, the Ihame of a corrupt decifion is ex-^ 
tenuated. Every fource of obloquy or odiunt 
that cail be attached to the obnoxious and in- 
Vidious thara£ler of in acdufef-, is e^haufted 
by the profufe corruption of the delinquent. 
The tribunal of Public opinion, Which alone 
preferves the purity of others, is itfelf pol- 
luted, and a people wearied, difguflred, irri- 
tated, and corrupted, fufFer the culprit to re- 
^ ' : tire 
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tire in impunity * and fplendor. Damndtus 
inani judicio, quid enim falvis infamin nummis. 
Such has ever been the ftate of things, when 
the force of the Government has been fuffi- 
cient to protect the accufed from the firft ebu- 
lition of popular, iitipetuolity. The Demo- 
cracies 'of antiquity prefented a fpe<9:acle di* 
re6tly the reverfe ; but no hiftory affords any 
example of a juft medium. State trials will 
always either be impotent or oppreffive, a per- 
fecution or a farce. Thus vain is the fecurity 
of impeachment, and equally abfurd, furely^ 
is our confidence in " the control of Parlia- 
inents," in their prefent Conftitution, and 
with their remaining powers. To begin with 
the laft. They poffefs the nominal power of 
impeachment. Not to mention its difufe in 

' ♦ Part of this defcription is purely h\fim€aU Heaven 
fbrbid that the fequel fhould prove prophetic. When this 
fubjefk prefents Mr. Burke to mind, I muft fay, Talis 
aimjis utinam nojier ejjes. 
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the cafe of any Miniftcr for more than fcventy 
years, it is always too late to remedy the evil, 
and probably always too weak to puni(h the 
crirtjinal. They poflcfs a pretended power of 
with-holding fupplics. . But the fituation of 
fociety has in truth wrefted it from them. 
The Supplies they muft vote, for the army 
mtift have its pay, and the Public creditors 
their intereft. A power that cannot be exer- 
cifcd without provokmg niutiny, and pro* 
daiming bankruptcy, the blindeft bigot can-* 
tiot deny to he purely nommaL A pra(9iical 
fubfHtute for thefe theoretical powers exifted 
till our days in the negative exercifed by the 
Houfe of Commons on the choice of the Mi- 
hifter of the Crown. But the elevation of Mr. , 
Pitt eftabliihed a precedent which extirpated 
the laft Jhadow of popular control from the 
Government of England— 

Olim vera fides, 
Sulla Mario que receptis^libertatis obit 
Pompeio rebus adempto^nuuc. & fi£bi perit* 

But 
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But in truth, the force and the privikges of v^^^ 

Parliament are, almoft indifferent to the peo* ^^^ J\ 

pie, for it is not the guardian of their rights, ^ ^ 
nor the organ of their voice. We are faid ta 
be unequally reprefented. This is one of thofe 

contradi<3:ory phrafes that form the political '\ .k 
jargon of half-enlightened periods. Unequal 
freedom is a contradiftion in terms. It ought 

not to be called freedom, but the power of ^ | h 

fbme, and the flavery of others-— the oppref- ;^ \ \j 

fion of one portion of mankind by anotheA ^ \ <^5 

The law is the deliberate reafon of all, "^J 



J 



^ 



guiding their occafional will.. Reprefentation ]i 



is an expedient for peacefully, fyftematically. 



^ 

\ 



^ 



\ 






and unequivocally coUefting this nniverfal ^ "^ 
voice. So thought and fo fpoke the Edinund ^ ^ n^ 
Burke of better times. *^ To follow, not to 



^ 



** force the Public inclination, to give a di- ; ^ , 

** region, a form, a technical drefs, and a \ -\ v 

*• fpecific fanAion to the general fenfe of the V N ^ 

** community is the true end of Legiflature.'* ^ X^ 

Burkii two Letters to Gentlemen in Brifiol* \ ^ \ 

y 3 page I 
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page 52. Thtjre fpoke the corrcfpondcnt of 
Franklin*, the Champion of America, the 
enlightened advocate of humanity and free- 
dom ! — If thefe principles be true, and thejr 
are fo true that it feems almofl: puerile to re- 
peat them, who can without indignation hear 
the Houfe of Commons of England called a 
popular reprefentative ? A more infolent and 
prepofterous abufe of language is not to be 
found in the vocabulary of tyrants. The cri- 
terion that diftinguiflies laws from dictates ^ 
freedom from fervitude, rightful Government 
from ufurpation, the law being an exprejfton of 
the general wilU is wanting. This is the 
grievance which the admirers of the Revo- 
lution in 1688 defire to remedy according to 
its principles. This is that perennial fource of 
corruption which has increafcd, is increafing^ 
and ought to be diminilhed. If the general 

* Mr. Burke has had the honor of being traduced for 
cx)rrefponding, during the An^crican war, with this great 
man, becaufc he was a RdH! 
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intcrcft is not the objeft of our Government^ 
it is, it muft be, becaufe the general will does 
not govern. We arc boldly challenged to 
produce our proofs; our complaints are af- 
ferted to be chiraJerical, and the excellence of 
our Government is inferred from its beneficial 
effects. Moil unfortunately for us, moft un* 
fortunately for our country, thefe proofs are 
too ready, and too numerous. We find them 
in that " monumental debt," the ^^y^^ of 
wafteful and profligate wars,, which already 
wrings from the peafant fomething of his 
hard-earned pittance, which already has pu- 
niflied the induftry of the ufeful and upright 
inanufafturer, by robbing him of the afylum 
of his houfe, and the judgment of his peers, 
to which the madnefs of political Quixotifm 
adds a million for every farthing that the pomp 
of Minifterial empiricifm pays^ and which 
menaces our children , with convuliipns and 
calanjities, of which no age has feen the pa- 
rallel. We find them in the black and bloody 
Y 4 RoU 
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Roll of pcrfecuting ftatute? that arc ftill fuftf 
fered to ^ain our code ; a lift fo execrable^ 
ithat were no monument jto be preferved of 
what England was in the eighteenth century 
but her ftatute book, fhe might be deem^ 
ftill plunged in the deepeft gloom of fupcrfti- 
tious barbarifm. We find them in the ignor 
jninious exclufion of great bodies of our fe}? 
low citizens from political trtifts, by teft§ 
which reward fahhood. and gunifll probity, 
which profane the rites of the religion they 
pretend to guard, and ufurp the dominion of 
the God they profef§ to revere. We find then^ 
in the growing corruption of thofe who admi- 
nifter the Government ; in the venality of a 
Houfe of Commons, which has "become only a 
cumbrous and expenfive chamber for regifter* 
ing Minifterial edifts— in the increafe of a Np« 
fciUjy arrived to a degradation, by the profu- 
fion and proftitution of honors, which the 
moft zealous partizans of Democracy would 
have fpared thenu We find thenn, above 
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^LL, ia the rapid progrefs which has beca 
liude to filence the great organ of Public opi- 
nion, the Prefs, which is the true control on 
Minifters and Parliaments, who might elfe, 
with impunity, trample on the impotent for- 
malities that form the pretended bulwark of 
our freedom. The mutual control, the well- 
poifed balance of the feveral members of our 
Legiflature, are the vifions of theoretical, or 
the pretext of- pradical politicians. It is a 
Government, not of check, but of confpiracy 
—a confpiracy which can only be rcpreffed by 
the energy of popular opinion^ 

Thcfe are no vifionary ills, no chimerical 
apprehenfions. They are the fad and fober 
refleilions of as honeft and enlightened men 
as any in the kingdom; nor are they allevi- 
ated by the torpid and liftlefs fccurity into 
which the people feem to be lulled — Summum 

c 

qtium farenfe non quiejcentis fed fenefentis a- 
vitatis. It is in this fatal temper that men 

become 
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become fufficiqntly debafed and embruted to 
iink into placid and polluted fervitude. It 
is then that it may moft truly be faid, that 
the mind of z country is flain. The admirers 
of Revolution principles oaturally call on 
every aggrieved and enlightened citizen to 
confider the fourcc of his oppreflion. If pe* 
jial ftatutes hang over our Catholic brethren*, 

* No body of men in any State that prctciids to freedom 
have ever been fo infolently opprefled as the Catholic Ma- 
jority of Ireland, Their caufe has been lately pleaded by 
an eloquent Advocate, whofe virtues might have been fiip- 
pofed to have influenced my i^-aife, as the Jwrtial dt&ite of 
frienddiip, had not his genius extorted.it as a ftridt tribute 
to juftice. I perceive that he retains much of that admira^ 
ilon vyhich w^ cheriflied in common by his c|?iffical ^uota- 
lion refpeding Mr. Burjce — 

S^li ^ipp$ vflcaUjiudiifquf adiifque car^nii 
flumqnum lu^ert^enus [ 

See,^ The Constitutional Interests of Ireland 
with refpea to the Popery Laws/' P. IV, Dublin, 

if 
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If teft a£ts outrage our Proteftant fellow-ei- 
tizens, if the remains of feudal tyranny are 
ftill fufFered to ?xift in Scotland, if the pre(s 
is fettered, if our right to trial by jury is 
abridged, if our manufafturers are profcibed 
and hunted down by excise, the reafon of all 
thefe oppreffions is the fame. No branch of 
the Legiflature reprefents the people. Mca 
are oppreffed, becaufe they have no (hare ia 
their own government. Let all thefe clafles 
of oppreffed citizens melt their local and par- 
tial grievances into one great mals. Let thpm 
ceafe to be fuppliants for their rights, or tp 
fue for them like mendicants, as a precarious 
boon from the arrogant pity of ufurpers. Until 
the Legiflature fpeaks their voice, it will op-^ 
prefs them. I^t them unite to procure fuch 
a reform in the reprefentation of the people^ 
as will make the Houfe of Commons their 
reprefentatives. If difmiffing all petty views 
of obtaining their own particular ^nds, they 
unite for this great objed, they muft fucceed. 

The 
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The co-operating efforts of fo many bodies of 
citizens muft awaken the nation, and its voice- 
will be fpoken in a tone that virtuous Govef* 
nors will obey, and tyrannical Governors muft 
dread. It is impoffible to fuppofe the, exift- 
cnce of fuch infolent profligacy as would af- 
fe£l to defpife the national voice, if it were 
unequivocally fpoken. 

tThis tranquil and legal reform is the ulti- 
ate obje^ft of thofe whom Mr, Burke has fa 
uUy branded. In efFe£t this would be am- 
y fufficient. The powers of the King an4 
the Lords have never been formidable ia 
England, but from difcords between the 
Houfe of Commons and its pretended confti- 
tuents. Were that Houfe really to become 
the vehicle of the popular voice, the privi- 
leges of other bodies, in oppofiticai to the 
fenfe of the people and their reprefentatives, 
I would be but as duft in the balance. From 
' this radical improvement all fubaltern reform 

would 
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would naturally and peaceably arife. Wc • 
dream of no more, and in claiming this, in- 
ftead of meriting the imputation of being 
apoftles of fedition, we conceive ourfelves en- 
titled to he confidered as the moft fincere 
friends of tranquil and fbd)le Government.— 
We dcfire to avert revolution* by reform ; lub- 
verfion by correAion. We admonilh our Go- 
vernors to reform, while they retain the force 
to reform with dignity and fecurity ; and 
we conjure them not to wait the moment, 
which will infallibly zxrivt J when they fhallbe 
c^liged to fupplicate that people, whom they 
opprefs and defpife, for the flendercft pittance 
of their prefent powers. 

* Let the Governors of all States compare the convulfion 
which the obftinacy of the Government provoked in France, 
With die peaceful and dignified reform whidi its wifdbm 
efiefted in Poland. The moment is important, the di- 
lemma inevitable, the alternative awful, the leflbn moft in- 
ftruftivc;!— • 

The 
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The grievances of England do not now, 
we confefs, juftify a change by violence; but 
they. are in a rapid progrefs to that fatal ftate, 
in which they will both juftify and produce 
it. It is bccaufe wc fincercly love tranquil * 
freedom, that we eamcflJy deprecate the mo* 
nietit when virtue and honor fliaU compel 
us to feek her with our fworda. Are not fJbe/ 
the true friends to authority who defire, that 
whatever is granted by it ^* (hould iffue as a 
•• gift of her bounty and beneficence, rather , 
** thati as plainis recovered againft a ftrug- 
** gling litigant ? Or, at leaft^ that if hei: 
'** beneficence obtained no credit in her con- 
** ceflions, they (hould appear the falutary 
*' provifions of wifdom and forefight', not as 
** things wrung with blood by the cruel gripe 
** of a rigid neceffity f-'* We defire that the 
political light which is to break in on England 

* Manus baec inimica Tyrannis 

Enfe petit placidam fub libertate qujetem. — 
t Burke's Speech at Briftol^ page 13. • 
^ • Ihould 
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fliotild be *^ through well-contrived arid wdU 
^ difpofed windows, not through flaws and 
^^ breaches, through the yawning chafins of 
>^ our ruin**" 

Such was the language of Mr* Burke 
in cafes nearly parallel to the prefent. But 
of thofe who now preiume to give fimi- 
lar counfels, his alarm and abhorrence are 
extreme. They deem the " prefent times,**, 
favorable " to all exertions in the caufe of 
*^ liberty/' They naturally muft. Their 
hopes in that great caufe are from the^ deter* 
mined and according voices of enlightened 
men. The ihock that deftroyed the defpotifm 
of France has widely difperfed the clouds 
that intercepted reafon from the political and 
moral world; and we cannot fuppofe, that 
England is the only fpot that has not been 
reached by this " flood of light'* that has bur ft 
upon the human race. — ^We might fuppofe 

♦ Burke's Speech at Briftol, p. 1$^ 

too, 
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too, that EngUfhmen would be iliafiiedl out ot 
their torpor by the great exertiotis of natioBB 
whom we had long deemed btuied in hope-* 
lefs fcrvitude. Thus far we might be par- 
doned for thinking the prefent mofhent pecu- 
liarly aufpicious to exertions in thff caufe of* 
freedom. 

But nothing can be more abfurd than 
to affert, that all who admire wifh to //»/- 
tate the French Revolution. In one view 
there is room for diverfity of opinion among 
the warmeft and wifeft friends of freedom, as 
to the portion of Democracy infufed into the 
Government of France. In another, and a 
more important one, it is to be recoUefted, 
that the conduft of nations is to vary with the 
circumftances in which they are placed.-— 
Blind admirers of Revolutions take them fear 
implicit models. Thus Mr. Burke admires 
that of 1688 ; but we, who conceive that We 
pay the pureft homage to the authors of that 
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L Revolutioh, not in contending for what the/ 
I ti}en DID, but for what they now would do, 
can feel no inconfiftcncy in looking on France, 
not to model our conduct, but to invigorate 
\ the fpirit of freedom. We permit ourfelveS 
-to* imagine how Lord Somers, in the light 
'and knowledge of the eighteenth century, 
how the patriots of France, in the tranquil- 
lity and opulence of England, would have 
afted. We are not bound to copy the condu6t 
to which the laft were driven by a bankrupt 
Exchequer and a diflblved Government, nor to 
maintain the eftablifliments, which were fpared 
by the firft in a prejudiced and benighted agcw 
Exad imitation is not neceflary to reverence* 
We venerate the principles which prefided in 
both events, and we adapt to political admira- 
tion a maxim which has. long biecn received 
in polite letters, that the only manly and libe- 
ral imitiation is to fpcak as a great man would 
have fpoken, had he lived in our times, and 
been placed in our circumftances; 

Z But 
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But let us hear the charge of Mr. Burkc« 

** Is our Monarchy to be annihilated, with 

** all the laws, all the tribunals, all the an- 

** cient corporations of th^ kingdom ? Is 

*^ every land-mark of the kingdom to be done 

*' away in favour of a geometrical and arich- 

^* metical Conftitution? Is the Houfe of 

*• Lords to be ufelefs? Is Epiicopacy to be 

^^ abolifhed?" — and, in a word, is France to 

be imitated ? Yes! if our Governors imitate 

her policy, the State muft follow her cataf- 

trophe. Man is every where Man — impri- 

foned grievance will at length have vent, and 

the ftorm of popular paflion will find a feeble 

obftacle in the folemn imbecility of human 

inftitutions. But who are the true friends to 

the order of Governrnent, the prorogative of 

the Monarch, the fplendor of the hierarchy^ 

' and the dignity of the peerage ? Thofe moft 
certainly who inculcate, that to with-hold rei- 
form is to ftimulate convulfion ; thofe who 

s • admonifh all to whom honor, and rank, and 

dignity. 
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ulignhy, and wealth ^re dear, that they cai^ 
Oftly iiiL |:he ^pd preferve thpm by conceding^ 
whjje thp ipoment of conceflipn remains; 
thofe who aim at draining ^way the fountains 
that feed the torrent, inftead of oppofing puny 
barfi^efs )to its courfe. 

^' The beginniijgs pf colifufion in Eng- 
*^ land are at prefent feeble enough, but with 
*^ you we have feen an infancy ftill ipore 
*' feeble growing by moments into a ftrength 
•* to heap mountains upon mountains, ind , 

*' to wage AVar with Heaven itfelf. * 

** Whenever our neighbour's houfe is on fire> 
^^ it cannot be amifs for the engines to play 
*' a little upo;i our own.'* This language^ 
taken in its moft natural fenfe, is exa<Stly 
what the friends of reform in England would 
adopt. Every glqomy tint that is added to the 
horrqrs of the French Revolution by the tra-^ 
gic pencil of Mr. B^rke, is a new argument 
Ui fupport of their claims, and thofe only arc 
iS z the 
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the real enemies of the Nobility and the^ 
Priefthood, and other bodies of men that fuf- 
fer in fuch convulfions, who ftimulate them 
to unequal and delperate conflifts. 

Such are the fentiments of thofe who can 
admire without fervilely copying .recent 
changes, and can venerate the principles with- 
out fuperftitioufly defending the corrupt re- 
liquea of old Revolutions. 

. " Grand fwelling fentiments of liberty,'* 
I fays Mr. Burke, *' I am ftire I do not defpife. 
*' Old as I arti, I ftill read the fine raptures of 
** Lucaii and Corneille with pldafure." Long 
may that virtuous and venerable age enjoy 
fuch pleafures. But why fhould he be indig- 
nant that '* the glowing fentiment and thri 
^' lofty fpeculation fllould have paffed from 
** the fchools and the clofet to the Senate,'* 
^nd no longer ferving ** to point a moral or 
•* adorn a tale," fhould be brought home to 

the 
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Ithe bulinefs and the bofoms of men. The 
fublime genius whom Mr. Burke admires, and 
who fung the obfequies of Roman freedom, 
has one fentiment, which the friends of liberty 
in England, if they are like him condemned 

'to look abroad for a free government, muft* 
adopt 

' — — Redituraque nunquam 



LiBERTAS ultra Tigrim Rhenumque receffit 
Et mUs nobis JUGULO quaefita negatur !— •— 
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SECTION VL 

speculations on the probable Confequences tfthq 
French 'Revolution in Europe. 

THERE is perhaps only one opinion about 
the French Revolution in which its 
friends and its enemies agree. They both con-i 
ceive that its influence will not be confined to 
France ; they both predidl that it will producQ 
important changes in the general ftate of Eu- 
rope. This is the theme of the exultation of 
its admirers, this is the fource of the alarms of 
its detradtors. It were indeed difficult to fup-! 
pofe that a Revolution fo unparalelled IhoulcJ 
take place in the moft renowned of the Euro- 
pean nations, without fpreading its influence 
throughout the Chriftian Commonwealth j 

gonne6t?4 
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connefted as it is by the multiplied relations 
of politics, by the common intefeft of com- 
merce, by the wide intercourfe of curioiity and 
of. literature, by fimilar arts, and by congenial 
I Inafiners. The channels by which the prevailing 
fentiments 6f France may enter into the other 
nations of Europe, are fo obvious and fo nu- 
merous, that it were unneceffary and tedious, 
to detail them, but I may remark, as among 
the moft cohfpicuous, a central fit nation, a 
predominating language^ an authority almoft 
iegtjlative in the ceremonial of the private in* 
tercourfe of life. Thefe and many other caufes 
muft facilitate the difFufion of French politics 
among the neighbouring nations, but it will 
be juftly remarked, that their effect muft in a 
great meafure depend on the Jiabtlity of the 
Revolution. The fuppreffion of an honors- 
able revolt would ftrengthen all the govern- 
ments of Europe ; the view of a fplendid Re^ 
volution would be the fignal of infurredion to 
Z 4 their 
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their fubjeds. Any rcafonings on the influx 
ence of the French Revolution may therefore 
I be fuppofed to be premature until its perma^ 
nence be afcertained. Of that permanence 
my convidion is firm, but I am fenfible that 
in the field of political predidion, where vct 
teran fagacity* has fo often been deceived; it 
becomes me to harbour with diftruft, and to 
propofe with diffidence a convidion influenced 
by partial enthufiafm, and perhaps produced 
by the inexperienced ardoj of youth. The 
moment at which I write is peculiarly critical 
(Auguft25tb,i79i.) The invafion of Francs 
is now fpoken of as immediate by the exiles 
and their partizans ; ^nd the confederacy of 

^ Withefs the memorable example of Harrinctoi^ 
tiVo publiflied a demonftration of the impoffibillty of re* 
eftablifhing monarchy in Eng!and^;r months before the rc- 
ftoration of Charles II. Religious prophecies have ufu- 
ally the ineftimable convenience of relating to a diftant fu- 
turity. %' ^ 

^?r^o^ 
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defpots* is announced with new confidence ; 
but notwithftanding thefe threats, I retain 
my doubts whether the jarring interefts of the 
European courts will permit this alliance to 
have much energy or cordiality ; iand whether 
the cautious prudence of defpots will fend 
their military flaves to a fchool of freedom iu 
France; but if there be doubts about the like- 
lihood of the enterprize being undertaken, 
there can be few about the probability of its 
event. Hiftpry celebrates many conquefts of 
obfcure tribes, w hofe valor was animated by 
cnthufiafm, but (he records no extmple where 



* Tlie malignant boftility difplayedagainft French free- 
dom by a perfidious Prince, who occupies and difhonors 
the throne of Gustavus Vasa, cannot excite our wonder, 
though it may provoke our indignation. The Penjioncr 
of French defpotifm could not rejoice in its dcftruflion, 
nor could a monarch, whofe boafted talents have hitherto 
been confined to perjury and ufurpation, fail to be wounded 
by the eftabliftiment of freedom ; for freedom demaoiis ge- 
nius, not intrigue ; wifdom, not cunning. 

foreign 
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foreign force has fubjugated a powerful an4 
gallant people, governed by the moft impe- 
' riows paffion * that caii fway the human 
breafL Whatever wonders fanaticifm bas^ per- 
formed, may be again efFcded by a paffion aj 

* May I be_permitted to (late how. the anceftors of a na-* 
tion now ftigmatixed for fervility, felt t-his powerful fenti- 
ment The Scottifli nobles, contending for their liberty un- 
der Robert Bruce, thus fpoke to the Pope, ** 'Nonpu^na'm 
** miis propter divhias honor esy aut dignitatem fed propter Ll- 
** BERT AT EM tantummodo quam nemo^ bonus mfiJimultuHt 
*' vita amittit /" Nor was this fentiment corifitied to the 
MagnaMs<, for the fame letter declares the a&nt of the 
Commons: " Totaque Communitas Regni Sco-j 
•* TIM !" Rej9e6ling on the various fortunes of my coun- 
try > I cannot exclude fironi my mind the coifiparifoa 
between its prefent reputation arid our ancient chtraSt^ 
— ** terrarum et libertatis extremos^'^-^nor can 1 forget the ho- 
norable reproach againft the Scottifh name in the (fharafter 
of Buchanan by THtrANus, who remarks of that iUuftri^ 
o«s fcholar " Libertate GZi^ti inn at A in regiumf^Jiigium, 
^* accihior^^ Tlii? melancholy retrofpefk is hoWevdr relieved 
by the hope that a gallant and enlightened people will not 
be flow in renewing the ^m of (qgh reproaches. 

ardent. 
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ai'deiit, though not fo tranfitory, becaufe it b 
fanftioned by virtue and reafon. To animate 
patriotifm, to filehce tumult, to banifli divi- 
fion, would be the only effefts of aii invafioil 
in the prefent ftate of France. A people aban- 
doned td its own inconftancy, have often 
courted the yoke which they had thrown ofFj 
but td oppofe foreign hoftility to the erithu-* 
^^fm of a nation^ can only have the feffed): 
of adding to it ardor, and conftaucy, and 
force. Thefe and fimilar views muft offdl: 
themfelves to the European cabinets, but 
perhaps they perceive themfelves to be placed 
in fo peculiar a fituation, that exertion and iu* 
aftivity are equally perilous. I f they fail iii 
ilhe attempt to crufh the infant liberty of 
[l*^rance, the inefFedual effort will recoil on 
their own Governments, and haften their de- 
(Irui^ion. Jf they taniely fufFer a fchool* of 

freedort) 

. * The moft important materials for the philofophy or 
hiftory are colleded from remarks on the coincidence of the 

fituations 
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I freedom to be founded in the centre of Europe, 
they muft forefee the hofts of difciples that 
are to iflue from it for the fubverfion of their 
defpotifm. 



\ 



They cannot be blind to a fpecies of danger 
which the hiftory of Europe reveals to them 
in legible characters. They fee, indeed, that 
the negociations, the wars, and the revolu- 
tions of vulgar policy, pafs away without 
leaving behind them any veftige of their tran- 



fituations and fentiments of diftant periods, and it mtiy be 
curious as well as inftrudtive, to prcfent to the Reader the 
topics by which the Calonnes of Charles I. were in- 
• ftrudkd, to awaken the jealqufy fUid (glicit the aid of the 
European Courts, ** ^ dangerous combination of his Ma- 
*' jefty's fubjeds have laid a defign to diflblve the Monarchy 
*• and frame of Government — becoming a dangerous prece^ 
♦* dent to all the Monarqhies of Chriftendom, if attendc4^ 
♦^ with fqccefs in their defign." 

King Charles Ps Injiru^ions to his Afinlfler in Den^^ 
markjin Ludlow*s Memoirs, v^. Hi. p. 257. 



fitory 



Digitized by 



Google 



( 3^5 .) 

i iitory and ignominious operation. But they 
I muft remark, that bcfides this monotonous viU 

(lainyy there are cafes in which Europe, a<9:u- 
J zttdi hy Kci^mmon paffion, has appeared as om 
\ nation. When a foclety of nations are {o 
clofely united as to refemble the union of the 
provinces of a State, the propagation cf fen- 
timent is indeed inevitable, and the European 
annals already afford fufficient evidence of its 
cifedt. The religious paffion animated and 
guided the fpirit of chivalry — Hence arofe the 
Crufades. '* A nerve was touched ^f exquifitc 
*^ feeling, and the fenfation vibrated to the 
*^ heart of Europe* .'* In the fame manner 
the Reforrhation gave rife to religious wars, 
the duration of which exceeded a century and 
a half. Both examples prove the exiftence of 
i}ci2Xfympathy^ by the means of which a great 
paffion, taking its rife in any confiderable State 
of Europe, muft circulate through the whole 

* Gibbon. 
M6L's.'i/ ^ ChriftiaA 
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Chrlftian Cpmmonwealth. lUufion is, how-* 
ever, tranfient, and truth is immortal. The 
cpideipical fanaticifm of former times wa? 
ihort-lived, for it could only flourifh in tl\e 
eclipfe of reafon. But the virtuous ,enthu* 
fiafm of liberty, though it be like that fanatir 
ciim contagious, it is not like it tranfitory. 

But befides the facility with which we have 
ieen a common paiEon to be jiiFufed iu Eiir 
rope, there are other circumftances wHich enr 
title us to exped, that the example of France 
will have a mighty influepce on the fubje<3:s 
of defpotic Governments. The Gothic Go^ 
vernments of Europe have lived their time^ 
Man^ and for ever ! is the fage exclamation of 
Mr. Hume. Limits are no lefs rigoroufly pre- 
fcribed by Nature to the age of Govenunent? 
than to that of individuals. Whether it be 
ewing to our ficklenefs or our wifdom, to the 
inflexibility or the imperfedion of our infti-* 
tutions, or to the combined operation of thefe 

variousi 




Digitized by 



Google 



( 5^7 > 

1 various c^ufes, certain it is, that the wide 
1 furvey of hiftory difcovers with as much clear- 
Inefs, the growth, the decay, and the diflb- 
lution of Governments, as the narrow view 
of perfonal experience Can remark the pro- 
grefs and the death of individual man. The 
heroic Governments of Greece yielded to a 
body of legiflative republics. They were in 
their turn fvvallowed up by the conquefts of 
JR.ome. That great empire itfelf, under the 
fame forms, pafled through various modes <^ 
Government. The firft ufurpers concealed it 
under a republican difguife ; their fucceflbrs 
threw off the malk, and avowed a military 
defpotifm. The empire expired in the often- 
tatious feebknefs of an Afiatic monarchy *. 

* See this progrefs ftated by the concife philofophy of 
Montesquieu, and illuftrated by the copious eloquence of 
Gibbon. The republican difguife extends from Augujlus 
to Severus. The military defpotifm from Severus to Dh* 
tletian. The Afiatic Sulumjhiphom DiocLETIAN to die 
£inal extindlton of liie Rom^ name^ 

It 
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It was overthrown by favages, whofe rude In- 
ilitutions and barbarous manners have, until 
ouf days, influenced Europe with a perma- 
nence refufed to wifer and milder laws. But, 
unlefs hiftorical analogy be altogether delufive, 
the deceafe of the Gothic Governments cannot 
[ be diftant. Their maturity is long paft, and 
' fymptoms of their decrepitude are rapidly ac- 
cumulatin^ . Whether they are to be fuc- 
ceeded by more beneficial or more injurious 
Governments may be doubted, but that they 
* are about to perifh, we are authorized to fup* 
pofe,, from the ufual age to which the Go- 
vernments recorded in hiftory have arrived. 

There are alfo other prefumptions furnifhed 
by hiftorical analogy, which favour the fup- 
pofition that legijlative Governments are ^bout 
to fucceed the rude ufurpations of Gothic 
Europe. The commonwealths which in the 
fixth and feventh centuries before the Chrif- 
tian aera were ereded on the ruins of the he^ 

rote' 
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rote hionarchics of Greece, are jterhaps f Jic 
only genuine exjanple of Govtrrlments truly 
iegijlative recorded in hiftory. A clofe infpecJ- 
tion will, perhaps, difcover fome coincidence' 
between the circumftance which formed 
thefe Governments and thofe which now in- 
fluence the ftate of Europe. The Phenician 
and Egyptian colonies were not like our colo- 
nies in America^ numeroils enough to fubduc 
or extirpate the native favages of Greece. 
They were, however, fufficiently numerous 
to inftruQ: and civilize them. From that alone 
could their power be derived* To that there- 
fore were their efforts diredled. Imparting the 
arts and the knowledge of polifhed nations to 
rude tribes, they attra€ted, by avowed fupe- 
riority of knowledge, a fubmiffion neceflary 
to the effeft of their legiflation ; a fubmiilion 
which impoftors acquire from fuperftition, and 
conquerors derive from force* An age of le- 
giflation fuppofes a grfe^t inequality of know- 
ledge between the legiflators and thofe who 
A a receive 
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ttccivt their inftituiiofis^ The Afiatic Ct)o* 
tiifts, who firft fcattered the feeds of refinci- 
mcnt, poffeffed this fupcriority over the Pi^ 
lajgic hordes^ and the legiflators who in fub- 
fcquent periods organized the Grecian ccwn- 
monwealths, acquired from their tritels ia 
the pohfhed States of the Eaft, that reputatidii 
of fuperior knowledge, which enabled them 
to dictate laws to their fellow-citizens. Let 
US theft compare Egypt and Pfatenicia witk 
the enlightened part of Europe, fqiaratedas 
widely ftom the gen^ul mafs by the tmnd 
difference of inftruAion^, a& thefe countrks art 
from Greece by the fhyfical obftacks wbioht 
impeded a rude navigation. We muft difeerft^ 
that when philoibphers become legiflatorai 
they are colonifts from an enlightened cmrii* 
tfy reformihg the inftitibitions of rude tribcsi 
The prefent moittent indeed refembies with 
wonderful - eKa£tnefs the legiflative ag8 of 
Greece. The ft^Uiaide have attained fnffi* 
tierft kttewkdfge td take tlit fifperiority of 

' enlightened 
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efifigbUned HEiea, and they retain a fufidcnt 
confbiotrfinefs of ignorance to preclude rebels 
lion againft their di63ttes. This is the precife 
ftatc in which the human mind is equally by 
difcernmcnt and deference prepared for legif* 
lation. This is the prefent condition of Eu* 
rope. Philofophers have long remained a di-* 
fiindi nation in the midft of an unenlightene4 
multitude^ It is only now that thto conquefti 
of the prefs are enlarging the dominion of 
refafon, as the vefTels of Cadmus and Cecrops^ 
ipread the arts and the wifdom of the £ai)f 
simong the Pekfgic barbarians** 

* The fubjedl of this argument merits a mote ample il* 
luftration. Profound and irigenious philofophers have ev«i 
queftioned the cxiftence of Grecian Legiflation, Nd coih-* 
petcnt judge will refufe thtk epithets to PkoFEfi^o*. MiB-^ 
LAR. But this important fubjefl, and more efpecially th# 
fimilarity between the legiflative age of Greece and the pr<i* 
fcnt condition of Europe, I referve for a more undifturbed 
leifure ; for a reflecSlion and rcfearch which may enable me 
l&^i-eaferr with more Ibrce^ and entitle 6ie to decide with 
ibrM coi)^drace« '> 

A a a Thefe 
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Thcfe general caufes, the unity of the Eu* 
ropean Commonwealth, the decrepitude oa 
which Its fortuitous governments are verging, 
and the (imilarity between our age and the 
only recorded period when the afccndant of 
philofophy diftated laws, entitle us to hope 
that freedom and reafon will be rapidly pro- 
pagated from their fource in France. But 
there are not wanting fymptoms of their 
pirobable progrefs, which juftify the fpecu- 
lation. The firft fymptoms which indicate 
the approach of a contagious difeaic are the 
precautions adopted againft it. The firft marks 
of the probable progrefs of French principles 
are the alarms betrayed by defpots. The Courts^ 
of Europe feem to look on France, and to ex- 
claim in their defpair-^ 

Hinc PopuLUM late Regem bcUoquc ftiperbum 
Vcnturum excidio Libya n i> 

The Courts of Europe have in variouj^ 
modes paid the homage of their fears to the^ 

French 



Digitized by 



Google 



( 373 ) 

French Revolution. The King of Spain al* 
ready feems to tremble for his throne, though 
it be erefled on fo firm a bafis of general ig- 
norance and triumphant prieftcraft. By the 
expulfion of foreigners, and by fubjefting the 
entrance of travellers to fuch multiplied re- 
ftraints, he feeks the prefervatio» of his d^* 
potifm in a vain attempt to convert his king- 
dom into a Baftilcy ai\d to banifh his fubjed^s 
from the European Commonwealth, The 
Chinefe Government has indeed thus main* 
tained its permanency, but^it is infulated by 
nature more efFe£lually than by policy. Let 
the Court of Madrid recall her AmJ>aflador8, 
Ihut up her ports, abandon her commercCf 
fever every tie that unites her to Europe; the 
cfFeift of fuch (hallow policy muft be that of 
all inefFeftual ^rigors (and all rigors Ihort of 
extirpation are here inefFe£tual) to awaken re- 
flexion, to ftimulate enquiry, to aggravs^te 
difconteht, and to provoke convulfion.— ^ 
^bere are no longer Pyrenees^ faid Hiouis XI V^ 
A a 3 ou 
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on the zcteflion of his grandfou to the fipa^ 
nifli throne. fJxff dr£ no longer Pyrtneu^ 
exclaim the akrmed ilatefmen of Arar^ue%^ 
to prcrteft our defpotifm from being CQafmiie4 
f^y the Sqn jof Liberty, ' 

The alarms of the Pope for the little remf» 
nant of his authority naturally ijicreafe with 
the probability of the diflfqiion of French prin^ 
piples. Even the mild and temperate Aariflx)-* 
crAcies i)f S^dtzerland feem tp apprehend the 
arrival pf that period, when men will not fae 
conteni to pijj^e the bet|efits of Government tp 
th^ fortuitous charafter of their Govemw?, 
t)ut to the intrinfic excellence of it3 cpnftitUT 
tiou. jEveq the unfuccefsful ftruggie of jLt/^^, 
^nd the Theocratic infurreiftion of Brabant^ 
have left behind them traces of a patriotic 

- party, lyhom a more favorablip moment may 
^all ijilo more fuccefsful a£lion. The defpotic 

- f^ourt of the Hagiie are betraying daums that 
' t Jije Dutch Republic pqay ^et revive. ^Thq 
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Stadtb$l(Urian Government, fupported only 
}pY t^ terror of foreign arms, naturally dreads 
^ dejftruijlion of a Gpvernment odious and 
iptplef^ble to an iipmenfe majority of tho 
pjpplp. 

,;^E}very where th^n are thofe alarms dif* 
qer^iible, which are the moft evident fymp- 
^pms ofjthc approaching downfall of the Eu* 
ropean defpotifms. But the impreffion pro- 
duced by the French Revolution in England, 
in an enlightened country, which had long 
boafted of its freedom, merits more particular 
I remark. Before the publication of Mr. Burke, 
the public were not recovered from that afto- 
jxifliment into which they are plunged by un* 
exampled events, and the general opinion 
could not have been colleded with precifion. 
But that performance divided the nation into 
marked parties. It produced a controverfy, 
which may be regarded as the trial of the 
French Revolution before tb^ enlightened and 
Aa4 iiidependent 
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independent tribunal of the Englifli public.--^ 
What its decifion * j;ias been, I (hall not prt* 
fume to decide ; for it does not become an 
advocate to announce the decifion of ' the 
Judge. But this I may be permitted to re* 
mark, that the conduft of our enemies has 
not refembled theufual triumph of thofc who 

. have been vidtorious in the war of reafbn. 

I Inftead of the triumphant calmnefs that U 

* Thofe who doubt the fcrvlcc done by Mr. BuRKE to 
bis caufc may be pleafed with this paffage of MjLTpif.— • 
** Magnam a regibus iniiffe te gratiam pmnes principes tt; 
terrarum Dominos demeruifle Dcfei>{ione hac regia*te forte 
putas Salmafi ; cum illi fi bona fua rcmque fuam ex veri- 
tate potius quam ex adulationibus tuifvellent seftimare nemi« 
nem te pejus^ odifle, neminem a fe longius abigere, atqvc 
a^cere debeant. Dum enim regiam poteftatem in immea« 
fum cxtollas admones eadem opera omnes fere populos fer« 
vitutis fuae nee opinatae; eoque vehementius impellisuf 
veternum ilium quo fe ejji liberos inanher fomniabant repenti 
cxcutiant." 

Milton, Def. P^p. Jnglic. apudopera^ torn. it. p. a66. 
£d. Lond.iT^i. 

ever. 
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ever infptred bj confcious fuperiority, tlief 
have betrayed the bitternefs of defeat, and the 
ferocity of refentment, which is peculiar to 
the black revenge of detefted impofture. 
Prieftcraft and Toryifm were fupported ovlf 
by literary advocates of themoftmiferabledc- 
fcription** But they were abundantly fup- 
ported by ' auxiliaries of another kind. Of the 
two great clafles of enemies to political re« 
form — ^the interested and the prejudiced 
YT-the adivity of the firft ufually fupplie* 
what may be wanting in the talents of the 
laftf* Judges forgot the dignity of their 

♦ ^Doctor Cooper, or a Boctor Tatham, can- 
fipf be fo In&tuated as to dream, that even their academicat 
titles can procure them the perufal, not to mention the r€i- 
ftitation of men of fenfe. The infgjence of the latter pedant 
had, indeed, nearly obtained him the honor of a caftigation, 
which wpuld have made him for ever fick of political con^ 
troverfy ! 

t Both are admirably delineated by Helvetius. 

<* Entire ccux-ci il en eft qui, naturellement portcs am 
^ yrai^ ne font ennemis des verites aouvelles, que parcor 

*' qu*iU ' 
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fim^iw, Prifjfts the rnxL^tv^fs Qf th*ir niim 
f^n ; tb« 3^ochf which ihoii}4 have ijpo](ea 
with the ffrgpe t?iBper of jufticc ; thePuJpiti 
Wi^me^ oply ihoul4 h^yc iffu^d th« hfi?Jiog 
ib\ir)4? pf charity, ^yere proftitu^ecj to party 
purpofes, aad.pollutefl with inventive againi^; 
fnpiofn^ Tbp phurches refounded wjth lan-» 
gvag0 at which Laud would have ihuddered, 
apd S^fi^er^i/ would have hluihcd ; the mof^ 



•* qu*ils ftmtparcflcux, et qu'ils voadroient fe (baftraire i 
** la fatigae d*atttntion nec^fliurepour let examiner. 

♦MJ er) f ft d'^ptr^^.qH'anim^nt 4ei motif$ dangercux 2p 
**ceux-ci font plus acraindre: ce font des hommes dont 
•* Tefprit eft dcpourvu d^ talents & Tame de vertus : incapa*^ 
** bles de vues elcvces ct ncuvcs, c^s demier$croientque leur 
f * confideration. tient au, refpedl imbecille ou feint quHls 
^^ aiBcheni poqr toutes les opinions & les erreurs reqies: 
•* furieuxcpntre toutho^ime qiji veut en ^branler TEmpire, 
** ils ARMPNT centre lui l^ pajjions fff l^s preju^es m^mes; 
t* qu'ils MEPRisENT & ne ceffent d'efl&roucher Ips firiblcs 
•* cfprits par le mot de nouveautfl^^ 

The laft paffagc muft be explained by fome Wai^wick- * 
8H1RE Commentator \ 

profaiM? 
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pro&ne eomparifons between the duty to the 
Divinity and to Kings, were unbluftiingly 
pronounced ; flattery to Mintflers was mixed 
with the folcmnities of religion, by the fer^ 
vants, and in the temple of God. Thefe pro^* 
fligate proceedings were not limited to a (ingle 
ipot. They were general over England. la 
inany churches the French Revolution wai 
fxprefjly named! In a majority it was the con- 
ilant theme of inveftive for many weeks be* 
fore its intended celebration. Yet thefe are 
the] peaceful paftors, who (o lincerely an4 
ipejjkl^ deprecate political fermons* J 



♦ Thcfc are no vapjp ^ccufations. A fcrmon \rai 
preached in a parifli church in Middlejex on the anniverfary 
pf the reftoration of Charles IL in which eternal pcj- 

^ISHMEKT Wa$ dtmunced Z^\Xi^ V^lAXlQiLL disaffec* 

TIPN ! Perfons for whofe difcemmcnt and veracity I can be 
ycfponfible, were ^moiig the indign2^U auditors of this iiir 
|ernal homily. 

Nor 
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: Nor was this fufficicnt. The grofTnefs of 
the popular mind, on which political invec* 
tivc made but a faint imprefCon, was to be 
foufed into adion by religious fanaticifm, the 
moft intra6table and domineering of all de« 
ftrudive paffions. A clamor which had for 
half a century lain dormant was revived, ^he 
Church was in danger I The fpirit of perfe- 
cution againft an unpopular fed was artfully 
excited, and the friends of freedom, whom it 
might be odious and dangerous profefiedly to 
attack^ were to be overwhelmed as DifTenters;, 
That the majority of the advocates for th« 
French Revolution were not fo, was, indeed, 
fufBcicntly known to their enemies* They 
were well known to be philofbphers and friends 
of humanity, who were fuperior to the creed 
of any fe£t, and indifferent to the dogmas of 
any popular faith. But it fuited the purpofe of 
their profligate adverfaries to confotmd thenfi 
with Diffenters, and to animate againft them 

th« 
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the fury, of prejudices which they themfelves 
defpifed« 

The diflFiifion of thcfc invedives produced 
thofe obvious and inevitable efFefls, which it 
may require fomething more than candor to 
fuppofe not forefeen and defired. A banditti^ 
who had been previoufly flimulated, as they 
have iince been excufed and panegyrized by 
incendiary libellifts, wreaked their vengeance 
on a Philosopher, illuftrious by his talents 
and his writings, venerable for the fpotlefs 
purity of his life, and amiable for the unof- 
fending fimplicity of his manners* The ex<^ 
cefles of this mob of churchmen and loyalijis 
are to be poorly expiated by the few mifguid- 
ed vidims who are facrificed to the ven^ 
geance of the law. 

We are, however, only concerned in thefe 

fiifts, as they are evidence ir:<^m om enemies of 

'^ thp 



Digitized by 



Google 



t 3^" ) 

ihe probaMe pfdgrcfft 6f free<!6m^ The prof- 
bability of that progrefs they all cotrfpire ttf 
prove. The briefs of the Pope, and the 
paittpblets of Mr. BtJRtJt*, the edicts of the 

* The only thing that I rccollcft to hare the air of arga* 
inent in the iwa hfi pamphlets of Mr« Burke is, the tta^ 
Ibning againft the right o^a majority to change a Govtetn* 
Acftt. Whatever be the ^^(itlKfy of dexterity of thi^ 
M»if(Mthtgy its mpndifj #ill btf bed eftiMale J b]f t&e foHbir^ 

Ulg paffilgiB of a PKOF'AKt PHlLOSOPi^Ex!. 

•* The coiitroverfies that arife concerning^ ^ rights ' 
•• of the PEOPLE proceed from the cquivocatioB of the 
•• word. The word people has two fignifications. In one 
*• fenfe it fignifieth a number of meh diflinguifhed otily by' 
•* Ae plate of Acir habitu^ion, ^s the pcopfe df Efighnd, 
'^ or the people of France, which is fib nx>iiB than th^ «kJ<' 
*^ titude of diofe pat ticuhr peribns mhaUtiog &efi^rqpoBf »^ 
*• without confideration of any covenants or contra£b bc- 
•* twecn them. In another fenfe it fignifieth a perfon civil, 
** either one manor one council, in the will whereof i^ 
•* included and involved the will of every Individual, Such 
•f as do not- SifCc^pSSkk be<#echi ttefe ^aftnfes do ufiially 
^ attribat^fuchrightstoa^^^^^M^tTn^uiXBatl^long 
** only to the people virtually contained in the body of ihe 
** Commonwealth or Sovereignty.'* 
SceHoBB£s'7r//e'^,p. i7o,et feq.edit i2mo.Loiid. x684. 
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Spanifh Court, and the mandates of the Spa« 
ni(h inquifition, the Birmingham rioters, and 
the Oxford graduates, equally render to Li- 
berty the involuntary homage of their alarm« 



FINIS. 
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